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A. . . . 5 , . . r my31 , 1 .J

. . 31 . 7

u J CT : i i s t o r i c l .e c or d s .

T : Co •T::a r.d g Gen e r a l , XI I ' ' c t i c a l r o a ld ,
A . ? . 0 .

b S , . . rn y .

1 . O t l i n e i s t o r y oi t h e 6 6t 'i g i t r S r dr on f or
t h e e r i od 1 J u l y t r u 31 J u ' , 1 9 .

a . i r e s n t d e s i g t i o : t h ' . 5 . , 5 7t . .U . ,
7t ' . . , Xi I T . .C . , XI I A .r ` .

b , ( . j g e s i n or i t i on :
( 1) o t a n , oi :u n d i n o i i c e r s :

a ) Ca pt a n r t l d t c oy , J r . c om-
ande d t h i s s c; adr on 'r 5 J u e , 19 , t o 1 9 J ul y , 1 9 .

( bj ia j or Ci r l e s . e a f , who va s D .S .
t o . S . . , r e t u n d t o t a e c o d of t h e s uad n on
1 9 J y , 1 9 , a d r e a .e c o .n

d n g of f i c e r t h r u 3 1
J y , 19i 1 . (2 ) C e s of s t .

f o f i c e r s :
(a ) d , i e ut . : e i .

r . i l l i ams a s
mad e o :e r a t i on of i c e r on 1 9 J l y , 19 1 •( b l s t L i e t . Don a l d A . S i t h wa s made
a s s i s .ant o e r at i ons of 'i c e r on 19 J l y , 1 9 . ..

c . r engt h , c o mi s s i onded an d en l i t ed :
( 1 ) on t l o f

_
J l y , 19 4 :

a 1 u y : ,. Com i s s i on ed : 0 .
. n i s t ed : 2 9 .( b) e t i nc r e a e :

_
l . Co rn i s s i on ed : 1 . _
. Lnl i s t e d : . -

Q

c ) i t d ec r e as e :
. Com i s s i on ed .

3 •
, n l i s t ed : .( d ) l J u y ;
1 . Com i s s i on ed : 5 5 .2
. n l i s t ed : 9 . •..

F ge l .
l
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Pag e , Out l n e Hi s t o r y of 6 6t h ' . . , J u l y , 1 9 . .

d . t a t i ons :
(1) N e of 9 t a t o :

(a ) A1t o i r Bas e , Cor s i ca .
. Dat e of ar r i va l :

. Y r t y : arch , 19 i .
, s Par t y : 6 i l , 19 .

. Dat e of d part ur e : The ent e
s vadr on r e a i ned on Al t o i r Bas e , or s i ca t 31 y , 19 .

e . ove nt s : None .
f. C p igns:

(1 ) Na e : I t a l n .
2 ) D a t i on : t i l l i n g r og r e s s .

g . Ope r at i on s :(1 Campai gn : I t al an .(2 ) a t ce of operat i ons ; Di v e- bombi d
s t raf i of ene l ne s of c o u i cat i ons .(3) ber of mi s s i on and s ort i e s or t he
per od covered:

a ) i s s i ons : 1 .b) or t i es : 16 ,( ) Re s t s of mos t mpor t ant mi s s i ons :
(a) i s s i on No . 70 of 1 J y , 19 •

. e s t r t i on of s en emy f i h t
a c r f t n a er c omba t ( e e s e c .l a c c o at ) .

h . Co ma d g officers on mport nt missions:
( 1) Ni s s i on No . 70 8 of 1 J y , 1 9 :

(a ) Command of f i c er : d Li e ut .
Yi l l m R. l l .

i. Losses in action:
1) Ki l l act i on :

(a ) Name ; Cl e G. R n d Li eut .
. D t e ; 11 l y , l .) i s s g i act i on :

(a) NamB: Cal v n S . a Jr . , nd Li eut .
, . Dat e : 30 J y , 1 .

. Presentation of a ards to past nd pres nt

members of this org ization:
( 1 ) Na e : Na o r C ar l e s C . Le a f .ta Bas : Ga l l an t r y i n c t i on .

(b Re ard : i l ver t ar .

Page 2 .
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Pag e 3 , Ou t l n e Hi s t or y of' b 6 t h i . . , J u y , 19L ..

( 2 ) Name : Capt a i n Cor t l d t McCoy , J r .
a Basis: Extraord .nary achievement.
b A ard : Di s t i ng s hed F l y i Cr o s s .( 3 ) Name : Capt a i n Wa l t e r H. Hen s o n .
a Basis: Extraord ary achievement.
b Award: D isting shed Fly ng Cross.( ) Name : l s t Li e ut . Ga s t on L . P ol k , r .
a) Basis: Extraordinary achieve ent.
b) Award : Di s t i ngu s hed 'l y n Cr o s s .( 5) Name : l s t Li e ut . Wa r r n L . Shaw.(a Basis: Extraordinary achievement.
( b Awar d : Di s t i ng s he d 'l y i ng Cr o s s .( 6 ) Name : Capt a n J o s e ph F . Reynol d s .(a Basis: Extraordinary achievement.
( b Award : Di s t i ng u she d F l y i Cr o s .( 7) Name : Ma s t ° r S e rg ean t Howard D . Be ck .(a) Basis: Exce;tionally meritorious

c ond uc t i n t he pe r f o r anc e of out s t andi ng s e rv i c e s .( b) Awa rd : Leg i on of e r i t .

2 . I n c l o s e d ar e t he a r Di a r y of t h e 66 t h i g t e r
Sq dr on f or t h e e r i od 1 J u l y t h r u 3 1 J u y , 1 9 , n d
Spe c i a l Ac c oun t of i s s i on r o . 70 8 0#' 1 J ul , 1 9 .

C
Ct A L S C. LE
a or , A . C . ,Com anding .

Page 3 .
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Sh e t o . I . a r Di r y of t h e 66 t h 1'i ght r Sqd . , .P . O. 0 . Y.

on t h of J y , 19 . Pr e pa r ed by i g i l G. Ol s en , C at i , . C .

DAY ENTS

1 Tod a ; t h e 57 t h ' i gh t e r Gr o up c e l e b r a.t ed
i t s s e c on d • i -

v e r s a r y ov e r s e a.s .
Th e f e s t i v i t i c s b eg .n

i r t h a e a r l y a f t r -
n oon , f o l l o i n ou r e l e s e f o r t h e d y , a f t er e a c h of t h e
t h r e s t a d r on s had f o n t h r e i s s i an s i n : e mor n i n g .
f f r t i n of t h e g r ou p p e r o e 1 w s h e l d t r ou p : .Uen r l C on s p r e s en t t o d e c o r t e i l o t s of - h e r oup
nd on e en l i s t ed m n . Th e r ou p r e c e i v ed t h r e e c i t a t i on s
:t t h i s f or ma t i on . Af t r h e f r t i on , h i c h s end ed
by 16 G0 h . , ev r y on e v en t t o ` h e 6 t h u . d r on r a
h e r e s u p er wa s s e v ed a s e l l a s g r e .

t qu an t i t i e s of
b e e r . ` 'h i s u a d r on ' s c h i ev e e t r f t h i s mor n n g s e r v ed
to punctuate the termination of our first t o years; ou
p i l o t s me t a f l i g h t of er r an e - 1 9 s •n d h ot d n s . c
nd probab y one other,

ith no loss to ourselves. ee
p ec i e l Ac c ou t ) Th e en t e r t a i n e r s f or t h e a f t e n o on we r e
t e ba d of l g RSU , " a n d a USO Sr.o . I n t h e e v en
a movie was sho n .

Three new pilots an d one enlisted man

o i n ed Lh e s a a.
d r on t od a y .

1' e e r e r e l e a s ed or t h e mor n n g : nd o on l y s h o of t h e
day took off at 1 30 hrs.

In the even ng there was mail

an d ..a
t e r a mov i e wa s sh o t h e Gr oup Hq . a r e a .

T o mi s s i on s e r e f l o n t od y ; b o t h of h e s e we r e ov e r
i a l y a g a i n s t l i n e s of c am. un

i c a t i on . Uood omb i n w s :
d on e an bot h of t e s e s h o s an d s ome MT w s s t r a f ed d
t ro f l ame r s e r e s c or ed . o ma i l t od a y . Un e n e en l i s t -
d m oined the sruadron oday .

_ __ ____.

.' h e s u ad r on f l e • on l y on e mi s s i on t oda y . Th i s s h o
a s an a r med r e c c e t o t a l y . Li eu t . Wi l b P . a i l e y
s e or ed a d i r e c t h i t on 80 f t . b a r g e h i ch en t d o n
i med i a t e l y a f t e r t h e a t t a c k .

Th e p ad on wa s r el ea s ed f or t he en t i r e day . Th i s gave
t he men on t he l i n e t i me t o c a t ch up s ome ma n t enan c e
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Sh e e t No . 2 . , a r Di a ry of t he bbt h `i gh t e r S qdn . , A. P , t) .
6 50 ,

ont h of J l y , 19 . p r e pa red by Ei g i l G . Ol s en , Capt a
i n , A .C .

DAY E'V 'NTS

work on t he : i r pl an e s . Th e e t he r v a s f n e . nd c l ea r
a l l da y ; e c oul d s e e l ba qui t e c l e a r l y f r om h e r e . A
little mail came in a d it was distributed this even ng .
Ls t Li e t . Al d on L . Moor e VI lo l e f t t he s uadr on s ev e ral
weeks ago to go on detached service, has left the island

.
t o be g i h i s j o u n e y c o t he S t a t e s .

6 Ea r l y t ke of f t h i s norn i .g ;
0 5 30 hr s . Sr ot s t oda y t t h e

me d i c a l t en t . One of o a/ c , No . 76 , as s h ot up on mi s -
s i on t oday and t he pi l ot , nd Li e ut . Howar d V . Cl ev e l d

.de a f or c ed l and n on t he s e a not i 'a r r om h er e . e
wa s p i c ked up by t h e Ai r - S ea - Re s c ue `ia l r us .

7 Thr ae en l i s t ed men l e f t h i s mor n i n g 'or l e av e i n

. l ex ndr i a , Egy pt . Thr e e en f om t h e s u adr on a re on
l eav e i n Rome . eg ul ar l e av e r s ar e t o be made by t he
-25 to bot of these places. Two missions today a d two

a/c ere shot up b ene y .
fire but no one was hu t.

ov e t on i gh t a t he 65 h Sc dr on .

$ Th e f or s t mi s s i on ook of f a t n o on t oday d t he s eco d
went off at 1$30 rs . One of ou a/c was da aged when
it came in for lan ding with wheels not fu ly extended .
Th e s h i p gr o d l o oped ut t h e p i l ot , Li e ut . Vi l l i a c H.
Ehn e y a s not hu t . T o n ew pi l ot s o n ed t he s : uadr on a y
today .

9 Only one mission today which took off at 06 0 hr . Aftar
t h i s n s s i on had r e t urne d ra n be g n t o f a l l an d t he r e was
a r e a r dov pour d ur n g t h mo n i n g . The ra i n mad e t he
ea r t n s of t d s o ie r wa s no : or e f l y i n f or t h e day .
Tnr a e men r e t u n ed f r om pa s s e s o e t oday .

1 0 T o i s s i ons t oday ; e v en men a r e t o l e av e t he s c uad
t omor r o f or pa s s e s i o e . l n t he ev en n g t he r e wa s so

mail
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h e t No . 3 , ' a r Di a r y oi t h e b t h r ' gh t e r odn . , A . P . O. 5U.

on t h of J ul y , 1 9 . P r e p a r ed by Ei g i l G. Ol s en , Ca p t . , A .C .

DAY EV TS

11 Tvro mi s s i on s a g s t r a i l r oa d s i n t a l y t od a y . 'h e f i r s t
went of t 0535 h s. and the other t 1330 hrs. Can-
t e en s up pl i e s :e r e s o l d t o t h e : en i n t h e i r c amu a r e a
t h i s n o on . ,f t r da r k on i g t s ome n i h t l y i n g t r i n i n g
mi s i on s : e r e l own . Li e ut . 0 1 ud e G . chn t ook o f a t

' • 35 0 h r s a o e oi ' t h e i l o t s h e r e , a s e l l a s t h e
p i l ot on d u t y i n t e c on t r o l o e r , s a • ::i :u f l y of ' t o

-- t h e , l o o s i n g l t i t a e s r e :en t , t i l e en t ou t
o ' s i c t eh d t h e r e e s . Li e u t . Ra h n d i d n vt r e t u .A mov i e a s s ho a t Gr ou t on i gh t an d t h e r e a s a l i t t l e
ma i l i n t e e r l y ev er. i n g . b ev e nen l e f t 'o r h on e t h i s
vr n i n g .

1 No mi s s i on s e r e 'l o t od a y . . e v e r e r e l e s ed f or t h e
d a a t a bo ut 1 000 r s . Th i s ga v e t i me 1'o r ma i n t en a n c e
or k on h e a / c . Th e r d i o d e pa r t cn t a s e s p e c i a l l y •bu y ma x i r m d i . -i c a t i s i t h e a / c r d i o s e t s . Th r e
i s •o be n i n s p ec t i on of t h e r s onn e l t en t s a n d d a r t -
en t s t o or r ov . i e ut . r .a h s b ody a s o n d t h i s mor n -
i n g . e h a d c r a s h ed t s e a v e r y c l o s e t o s h o r e .
n e r l r v i c e s or i i m r e t o be h e l d t i i s ev en i n g .

13 As t h e / c +e r e s t t i n u a t h c en d of t h e r wa y i n
p r e pa r a t i on or t a k e of f on mi s s i on , on e of t h em, Ivo .86 , c a u h t 'i r e . T e f i r e ga i n ed •; ;y a nd bec a u s e o i t h e
d n g r oi ' e x p l o s i on of h e bomb s , rh i ch h on t h e i n g s , '
'ev e r y on e g o t a wa y f r om t h e ' ur n i n g pl n e . Th e ot h e r a / c
wh i ch we r e l i n ed u p wi t h No . 6 , we r e t ax i ed awa y by t h e
iilots as ra idly as possible. ihe bonbs exploded a
h o r t t i me 't e r e v e r y on e ha d r e s ch ed c e r d No . 86
a s s h o •;e r ed a l l ov e r t h e i en of t h e 'i e l d i n sma l l
p i e c e s . o n e w s t . Th e r i s s i on t o ok o f f a l i t t l e -
later.

-

.

l O l y on e m s i on vren t ou t t o ia y . T i i s t o ok o f ' a t 1 01 5
h r s . n d •a .: o r d e r ed of f t o e l o us e n e O t i g l i a , I t 1y .Th e f l i gh t s t r a f ed n d d a e g e d t o t r uc s . T e l v e e / a
: e r e r e p or t ed n e a r o l o n a bu t a o c on t a c t a s ma d e .

C TD TI : L
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Sh e e t No . , a r Di a r y of h t h 'i g h t e r Sqdn . , A . P . O. 6 50 .

on t h of J ul y , 19 . Pr epa r ed by Ei g i l G. Ol s en , Ca t . , A.C.

AY ENTS
r w

We we r e r e l e a s e d a t 13 J 0 h r s . t od a y an d man y of t h e men
en t t o v i l l a g e s i n t h e o uri t a n s t o a t t en d d n c e s d
g a t h e r i g s of h e n a bi t an t s wh o a r e c e l e b r a t i n Ba s t i l l e
D y . Along the m ntain roads there are gatherin s of
people deessed in their i'inest clothes. Figs are roast-
e d ov e r p en p i t s an d mu s i c i an s p l a y t h e i r s t r i n g s t r u -
men t s f or h e en t e r t . i en t of a l l p r s en t . Ev e r y on e
ea r s a mi n e a t u e F r en c h Tr i - c ol ou ; 'r en ch c i v i l i s a d

soldiers, and the Am rica soldiers who are present.
Da ces are held in every village tonight.

15 T o issions were flo n tod y; one took off at 0710 hrs.
and the second at 16UU h s. n the second show two of
ou a / c e r e s h o t up ov e r t r.e t a r g e t an d n d Li e u t .Lo u i s J . P e r i c ka , wh o wa s l y i n g h i s f i r s t mi s . on ov e r
enemy t rritory, was forced to bail out of his a/c ust
t wo i l e s t o t h e ea s t of t h i s f i e l d ov e r t h e s e a . Th e

alrus ent out and picked hi up nd he is back with
the sq dron a 'ter what must certainly have been a try-i n i n t r od uc t i on t o omba t f l y i n . Th e o t e r a / c t h t
wa s s h o t u p on t h e sh ow ma d e a s a f e l a nd i h e r e an d
was taken to the service squadron or repairs. une a/c
of the r'rench group on this field , burned and exploded
just as one of' ou a/c did only three days ago. The
main topic of conversation these days is the ussia
ad.vance and we pay clo e attention to the radio ne s.

16 Two mi s s i on s t od a y t o bomb b r i dg e s i n I t l y . I t vro d
seem that every bridg2 in centr l Italy must be blo n
out for we have had so many missions directed aga st
these, but the ilots are always able to f'ind one that
h a s n ot be er h i t . P e r h a p s a n en e y br i dg e r e a i ob
can be fo d and bombed . This mu t be dishe rtening to
t h e en e ny° en g i n e e r s an d c a us e ma i a amon g t h o e s of t h e
enemy who are charged with the ob of gett ng sup :lies
to their army . No ail today nor has there been y for
several days. There was a movie tonight at Group Hq. as

CON 'I D dTI AL
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Sh e e t o , 5 , a r Di a r y of ' t h e b b t i F i gh t er dn . , A . P . O. 6 50 .

on t h of J y , 191 . P r e . a r ed by i g i l G . Ol s en , Ca p t . , A. C .

DAY r TS

well as a st ge sho presint d by a British unit a d
t i wa s v e r y o od . en r e t u r n ed f r om ume t od a y an d
o t h °s l ef t t od a y f or l e a v e i n t h a t c i t y .

1 ? Two m s on s t od a y an d bo t h of t h e s e wen t t o I t a l y .
. Th e .o

' i c e r s an d men ho l e f t f or l e a v e i n Al ex a n d r i a ,
gypt on the 7th day of this month, returned today .
No ma i l t o s pe a k of - u t a e n l e t t e r s . Th e
weather continues to be fair d today the heat was
hard to bare.

1 8 On l y on e mi s i on t oo of f t od ay . l̂e ,e r e r e l e a s ed i n t h e
morn n ntil 1 0 hrs. and f ally the show got o f at
1 85U h r s . I n t h e ev en n mov n g p i c t u e s we r e h own of
s t r a f i n :n d bomb i n g a t t a c k s ma d e on RRs , MT , c t c . byt h e a / c of t h i s sq u ad r on . Th e s r my f i l m emph i s Be l l e

. wa s s h ow a s we l l a s l n i c e r b oc k e r Hol i d a . A Re
Cr o : s i r l wa s on h an d a t h e .en s me s s t o s e r v e c of f e e
and do hnuts at the even g meal . a or Ci rles C Leaf
returned to the c:uadron today. He has been on leave n
the U .S .A . One new enlisted an c me in to the scuadron
today .

19 On e r i s s i o ov e r I t a l y t o d i v e - b omb c o u i c a t i on s l e s
a n d t h r e e p a t r o l mi s s i on s of t wo a / c e a ch . Uur d i v e - b omb -i n g s h ow go t of f a t 0535 h r s , t h i s a s ou r f i r s t f o r t h e
day nd our last patrol was back by 2130 hrs. There were
a few letters an d quite a few packa es in the mail t night.T on i g h t t h e men r e c e i v ed t h e i r f i r s t i s s u e of b e e r . Th i sb e e r i s a d e i n t h e U . S .A . n d c ome s t o u s i n c an g _wh i cha r e f i l i a r s i h t n t h e t a t e s , bu t a l l t o o r l y
seen over here.

20 Three patrol missions over this island today of t o a/c
e a ch an d on e mi s s i on of ' 2 a f c a s e s c o r t t o 2 1 B- 2 6 s .
The bombers attacked road rid RR brid es and severe dam-
a g e a s d on e i n t h e t a r ge t a r e a . n t h e l a t e f t o on

CO ' I DE TI
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Sh e e t No . 6 , 'a r Di a r y of h e 66 t h F i gh t e r Sqdn . , A . P . O. 6 5Q

on t h of J u l y , 19 .. Pr ep a r ed by E i g i l 0 . Ol s en , Ca p t . , A . C .

DAY E TS

r o up O s c a l ed t v f or m u s h a t we e r e t o b e r e l e a s
t or r ow nd f o r t h e n ex t f o u d ay s f o l l owi n t omor r o .Th e en g n e e r s a r e t o beg n wor k on t h e r nwa y .

. 1 S ome o ' uu a c t o ok o f f ' t h i s mo r n n g , be f o r e wor k h ad
b e e n s t a r t e d on t h e r way , t o f l y t o t h e f i r l d of t h e

. 7 9 t h r i gh t e r Gr ou p s o t a t t h e y c o u d be us ed d i n g t h e
time our field is nserviceable. The B-25 was ta en to
th t field also, in order that it can be used to ake its
r n s t o I t a l y e t c .

The en i n eer s a r e ha r d a t s or k , t a k ng p t he s t e el ma t
a t t h e t wo ends of t h e r unway and t he gr der s a r e a t
wo r k i n t h e c en t e r of h e r u y , r e ov n g t h e h p .e h a v e h ad n o ma i l t o s p e k of many d a y s an d we a r e ,
needless o say, n ious to receive some.

3 The area about the ru ay is alive with activity, even
t h o g h t h e r e i s o f l y i n g . 'o r k on t h e ' i e l d i s i n pr og -r e s s <s e l l a s a i n t e an c e or k on our a / c an d rrh en web eg i n t o o e r a t i a ga i i n a f e d a y s i t s h o d be wi t h
a c l e an s l a t e , s o t o s pe ak ; n ew r ra y an d a l l a / c i n
c o i s s i on . No a i l t d ay . ov i e a t Gr ou p I q . a r e at h i s ev en i ng . Th r e e en l i s t ed me n l e f t t o b eg i n e i r
o u n ey ba ck t o t h e t a t e s on t h r o t a t i on s y s t m.Th e y r e S / 6 b t . Ri ch r d J . Ben t on , Sg t . J o s e ph F . Wh i t ea n d Cpl . E l me r A : Cl r k . On e n e r en l i t e d man c ame i

to the nit tod y .

2 We a r e :-t i l 1 r e l e a s ed an d ma s t of o r a f c ha v e be en pu ti n c o i s s on , wi t h t h e ex c e t i on o ' t wo or t h r e e , on e
of which is in need of ne arts which are not available
u s t n ow. S t i l l o a i l .

Th e we a t h e r a s b e e n b ea u t i f u ;
i d e a l f or a l l t h e wo r k a t h an d a n d i d a l t o o f o r y s of
r e l a x a t i on n t h e c a r a r e a . Ev e r y n rh o i s i n a n y wa y
c on c e o t ed vi t h t h e b us i n e s s on t h e l i n e h a s en oye d al i t t l : o r e r e e t i r_e t h an u s ua l , be c a u s e o ' t h e s u s pen -t i on o f l y n .
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h e e t i o . 7 , Wa r Di a r y o ' t h e 6 t h r i g t r q n . A. P . O. 65 J .

on t h of J u l y , 19 . P r e pa r e d by E i g i l G . Ol s n , Ca p t . , A . C .

EV T5

5 e a r e s t i l l r e l e a s ed f r om f l y i g bu t t h e i ' i e l d s h o l d
be ready for use in t least t o ore days. A movis
wa s s h o n a t Gr oup Hq . i n t h e ev en n . o ma i l .

6 To s y e l e v en n ew p i l o t s c a e i n t o o i n t h e s qu a d r on .
One of these is a ca tain and here are two or three
f i r s t l i e u t en a n t s , t e r e a i n d e r a r e s e c o : d l i eu t en t s .
Tnis has been a red-letter day for the men were given
t h e i r we l l y i s u e o ' t h r e e bo t t l e s of me r i c a l be e r ,
their second issue, nd rail came in tonight. This
combination r ised the spirits considerably .

27 e were told to ex ect to begin operations this evening,
a t en t a t i v e t a e oi ' ' i e wa s g i v en s 1 $ 5 h r s . f or i t
was expacted th t he irld should be ready by that time.Th i s mi s s i on d i d n o t ; o of f f o r t h e r n wa y wa s n o t c om-
p l e t e d i n t i me . r c h i c h ve r e t a en t o t e 'i r l d
o f' t h e 7 g t h ' i g h t r Gr ou p on t h e 21 s t d a y of h i s mon t ,
us t be f o r e r k l a d b e un on t h e r unwa y , r e t ur n ed l a t e
t h i s e v e i n g . Ou t a e of f f o r t or r o : n a s be en s e t a t
u$15 h r s . l e a r e t r an s f e r : n g t o a / c t o o r r ow an d t h e y
a r e t o e r ep l a c ed i t h t h e n e w P - 4 7 wh i c h a s h e bu b bl e
c n opy a n d l o e r r an g e . Ve h a v e s ev e r l of' e s e n ew
a / c .n d we und e r t n d t h a t b e f or e l

.on v e s ho l d be f l y
• e uipped with this model . Th2re was a movie t night t
Gj oup ; n d t h e An e l s S g . . On e n e ri g r o un d of f i c e r
c ame t o t h e s q ua.d r on od a y .

Th e mi s s i on o ok oi ' ' t h i s :o r n i n a s s c h ed u l ed t O
hrs. e ere to have an other show at 1 0 hrs. but
t h i s va s c a l l ed of f n d e e r e r e l e s e d f or t h e d a y
a t 1 3U h r s . Th i s r e l e a s e g a v e an oppor t n i t t o ch e c k
ou t t h e e l ev en r ew pi l o t s , v h o c a e t o t h e s q u ad r on on t h e
2 6 t h oi' t h e men h . Th r e e of ' our o l d e s t p i l t s h av e •be en

• t a en o o :e r a t i on a l l y i n g t o v a i t o r d e r s t o e a v e ' o r
t h e S t a t e s . Th ey a r e l s t Li e ut s . ' . . a i l e y , J . B . b i s e
and C . J . Yod e 'r . a i l wa s d i s t r i bu t ed t h i s ev en i n g .
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Sh e e t o . $ , a r i a r y of t h e 6 6t h F i h t r S cdn . , A . P , O, 6 U.

on t h of J ul y , 1 944 . P r e pa r ed by E i g i l G . Ol s en , Ga p t . , A.C .

DAY E TTS

9 La s t ev en i n we we r e g i v en our t a k e of f t i e f or t h i s
morning which was set at OS50 hrs. This sho did not
take off hou h an d e were placed on one hou s readi-
n e s s . At a bo ut 15 00 h r s . we we r e o r d e r e a t o h g b e l l y
t an .s a n d bor b s on s i x of ou n e a / c , bu b bl e c a n o p i ed
ships, which have greather gasoline capacity than the older
mod e l s . Th i s wa s t o be a l on r g e mi s s i on a d b ec a u e
t h e r e e r a n o f i t t i g s f or be l l y t a n k s av a l a b l e , t h e a / c
co d not be eq iped with the tan s and ch a/c cou d not

ma k e t h e i s s i on . At 1 6 0u h r s . t e l v e of our a / c t o o
of f on a d i v e b omb i mi s s i on t o t h e Po : .i v e r Va l l e y .
A little ail came in today . t 1930 hrs, a me ting of
the enlisted men was held at the orderly roo n for the
p ur p o s e of s t r uc t i n i n t h e p r oc e d u e of v ot n g i n
the comin federal election .

3U La s t ev en i e we r e g v en a t a c e of f . e z o r t h i s
mor i r g s mi s i on bu t a a i n , a s on y e s t e r d a y , t h e s h ow
d i d n o t g e t of f f o r we ve r e g i v en a s h ow f or l a t e r i n
t h e n or n i . Ou f i r s t i s s i on f r t od y g ot uf f a t
1100 hrs . a d th last missior took off at 1710 hrs.
nd L i e u t . Ca l v i n S . Ha i n , J r . d i n o t r a t r n f r am t h e •
f i r s t mi : :: i on . Hi s a / c w s s e en t o be l l y - l n d a n d bu n
n ea r P o r t Al be r a , a b u t 1 5 mi . 5 ' o Lod i , I t a l y . Li e u t .

. H i.n ha d be en wi t h t h e s q a d r o on l y a h o r t t i e n d
h ad f l o m 2 ope r a t i on a l s or t i e s . On e o t h e r a / c on
t h i s i s s i o rl wa s s h o t - u p b ut t e p i l o t , l s t L i e u t .
u en t on J . Go s s , l a n d ed s a f e l y t h o u ; h on e 5U l b , b o b

was u g up -on one wing .

31 T o mi s s i on s ; on e of f o a / c , w i c h a / c we r e pa r t of
a g r o up f or rn t i n n d t h o t he r 2 a h i p sh ow. è
t r d e d 7 a / c f or a / c i t h t h e o t h e r s d r on s , Th e
h i p s we r e e i v ed f r om t h em a r e - bu bbl e j ob n d bef or e
l o g we ah oul d b e f u l y e q ui pped wi t h t h e a o r l on g
r an e . o n ew p i l o t s a r r i v ed t o j v t n e u i t t oda y .
n t h e ev en n g t h e r e a s an s s embl y of t h e en a t t h e
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h e e t No . 9 , 'a r D a r y of t h e b t h F i h t e r Sq ua d r on ,A . P . O. b 0 .

on t h of J u l y , 1 9 . P r e pa r e d by E i i l G . Ol s en , Ca p t . , . C .

DAY FV NTS

orderly room . Ma or Leaf spoke to the rnen on the prospect

of operations in the near future. The fir t sergeant gave
t h e men an ou t l i n e of' t h e s q a d r on s f i n n c i a l s t a t u an d
it as decided that each ma .=

hou d contribute two dol-
l a r s f i f t y c en t s f or e pl oy e n t of KP s .n d f or t h e p ur -
ch a s e o ' v e g e t a bl e s ; an i n c r a a s e o ' on e d o l l a r pe r man .
Pa y c a l l wa s h e l d a t . r t h e me e t i n g n d f ol l ow_n t h i s ,
c of f e e a n d d ou l u s we r e s e r v ed by t h e Red Cr o s s . Th e
of f i c e r s me s s i s b e g mov ed f r o t h e r i v e r ba n up on
to hi hter ground . A very small a ount of ma l came in
today .
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h e e t No . 1 0 , "Ja r Di a r y of t h e 6 6 t h i gh t r Sq dn . , A . P . O. 6 50 .

on t h of J y , 19 . P r e pa r e d by E i g i l G . Ol s en , Ca p t . , A .C .

S e c i a l Ac c o un t o ' i s i on No . 70$ of 1 J l y , 19L .

P P

91 Hi l l $9 J o s on $4 J an s en
77 Ehney 02 Davis ?2 Tench
93 Ra n $8 Bett n er 70 R idley
5 a n $6 Cl ev e l n d 73 oody

Du t y : 12 a / c of 6 6 S q . . , e a c h i t h t wo 500 l b . b omb s
to ttack RR bridge at Bondeno,

Italy .

Na r r t i v e : Tn e 'o a t i on t o ok of f f r o Al t o Ai r Ba s e ,
Cvrsica and flew NE , climb ng to lU,0U0 ft. and makin
l a n d - f a l l N of ' a s s a . Th e b r i d g e wa s b ombed f r o n 1 , 000f t . No h i t s we r e s c or ed on t h e br i d ge , bu t t wo h i t s
were scored on each approach, breaking the tracks in as
ma y pl s c e s . Th e f l i gh t t h en s t r a f e d t h e R y a r d s a t
Bod en o , wh e r e 1 5 pl u s R a on s we r e a t t a ck ed . Th e e
f i r e s we r e s t a r t ed n t h i s a t t a c k . ' o 6 0 f t . b a r g e s
we r e s t r a 'e d an d l e i t smok i n i n t h e c a r a l u s t SE of
od en o . Tv o NT e r e s t r a f ed , a l l f l me r s , a t S . Ag o s t i n o .As t h e l i gh t wa s r e t u r n i n g , f l y n g . u s t SE o f' Re g g i o
L . G . , i t en c o n t e r ed l p l u s Me - 1 0 s . Two f l i gh t s of
e we r e en c u n t e r ed , on e o ' 6 a / c n d on e of 8 a / c , a l lf l y i r a t f r o t o 6 , 000 f r . a n d c om n g ou t of e s n .Ou r or t i on a t t a c k ed , an d i n t h e en s u i n g f i gh t , a c -
co ted 'or 6 e/a destrbyed nd 2 e/a da aged . Claims
a r e a s f o l l ows : L i e u t s . S t e uh en L . Be t t i n ge r , Th o a s
D . Davis and Cl ude G . Rahn each one e/a destroyed;
L i e u t . Howa r d ' . Cl ev e l an d t wo e / a d e s t r oy ed ; a d Li e u t .i c h r d L . J o s on on e e / a d e s t r oy ed an d 2 e / a d ama g ed .Tn r e e of ou a / c e r e dama g ed a s f o l l ows : No . 0 c a t 1 ;
No s . 91 an d 98 e a ch c a t . , a l l a s a r e s t of t h e en -
c o n t e r wi t i t h e e / a . Li g h t AA , l i gh t i n t en s i t y an d
inaccurate fro the target rea . esther very hazey,
wi t h 5/ 1 0 c l oud s a t $ , OUO f t . ov e r mou t a i n s , c l o i r t o

to 5/10 at ,
GUQ ft. over target. une /c retu ned

e r l y , n o s or t i e . Al l a / c r e t r n ed s a f e l y . 1 1 s or t i e s .
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