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A. P . O. 6 5U, U. . rmy ,30 J un e , 1 9 .

A. . 1 . 7

u JECT: ri i s t or i cal ec ords .
TO : Co ndi General, I1 actical Air Co and,

. P . O. 6 50 , U . S . y .

1 . Ou t l n e i s t ory of t he b6 t h 'i g ht e r Sq adr on f or
t he pe r i od 1 J n e , 1 91 t h u 30 un e , 19 :

a . r e s en t de s i gna t i on : 66 t h '. 5 . , 57 t h '. G. ,
8 7t h '. . , X T .A . C . , X A. .

b . Ch g e s n or g i z a t i on :
( 1 ) Cha g e of c o man d n g o i c e r s :

( a ) Ma or 'ii l l i am P . Ben edi c t c o nded
t h i s s ,ua

dr on f r om 1 De c ember , 19 3 t o 5 Ju e , 19 .
( b) l s t i eu t . Cor t l .ndt e oy , J r . a s

mad e c o d n g of 'i c e r of t hi s s uadr on on 5 J u e , 1 9 .
} Ch • g e s of' s t a f ' o ' i c e r s : -

( a ) d Li eu t . Herm R. i l l i ams a s
d e A s t . Upe r a t i on s Of f i c e r on 5 June , 1 9 ., r e pl a c i ng

l s t Li e u t . C.o r
t l n d t eCoy , J r . vh o a s made CO on t ha t

d .t e
Ope ra t i on s O ' i c e r , Cha r l e s C . ea f D. S . t o U . S . A. .

c . S t r en g t h , c o i s s i on ed d en l i s t ed :
(1) 1 on t h of J e , 19 4 :

a ) 1 Ju e :
. Co mi s s i on e d : 1 .
. n .i s t ed :

2 6 .( b) Ne t nc r e a s e :
1. Co issioned: 13.
. l i t e d : 6 .

c ) i e t de c r e a s e :
. Com i s s i on ed : 1 . ;

2 , : l i s t ed : 3 . r`
(d) 30 ne : ;

. Co s s i oned : . c '

, n l i s t ed : 2 9 .
c
,

.. _

R i T 3
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Page 2 . , Out l i ne i s t ory o ' 66t h r . , J ne , 1911..

d. Stations:
(1) Pame of station :

( a ) l t o i r Ba s e , Cor s i c a .
1 . Date of arrival:

_a .
" " Par t y : 28 a r c h , 1 9 4 .b . " 3" Par t y : b Apr i l , 19 1 .

e . ov emen t s : Non e .

f. Ca paigns:
1j I a e : I t al i .(2) D ration : Still n progress.

g. Oper tions:
1) Campai n : I t al i .) Na t u e of ope r a t i on s : Di v e - bombi ng an d

strafing of enemy lines of co u ications .( 3 ) N be r of' mi s s i on s nd s or t i e s f or t he
pe r i od 1 J u e t hr u 3 0 J e , 1 9 :

( a ) i s s i on s : 6 1 .( b) Sor t i es : 690 .( ) Re ul t s of mo s t i mpor t ant mi s s i o :
(a ii s s i o No . 7 b of 30 June , 19 :

. De s t ruc t i on o ' br i dge d ap-
proaches there-to, by m ny direct bomb strikes in target area.

h . Co anding officers on portant missions:
( 1 ) i s s i on : No . 70b of 3 0 J e , 1 9 .

a Co mi nd i n g u ' 'i c e r : l s t i e u t . . e s
. ise, Jr ., 0-751515. •

i. Losses n action :
1) The following named pilots who ere repo t-

e d i n Out l ne n i s t o r y f or mon t h of ay , 19 , a s mi s s g i n
action , have returned to this organ ization :

( a) uame : l s t i eut . ober t J . nt er ,
0-1633997. .

_
l . i s s i g i n a c t i on : 16 ay , 19 .
. e t n e d t o n i t : 1 7 J n e , 1 9 .( b) Na e : 2nd Li eu t . Rober t . Ga n s ,

0- 12797.
. i s s : n g .n c t i on : 1 6 ay , 1 9 .
2 . Re t urn e d t o n i t : 1 2 J e , 191 ..

CONFID TI L
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Pa g e 3 . , o u t l n e Hi s t o r y o f 6 6 t h ' . S . , J e , 1 9 .

( c ) Name : 2nd Li eu t . Th oma s n . a y ,
0- S . .721 .

. i s s i n g i n a c t i on : 1 9 ay , 19 .
2 . e t u n e d t o un i t : 2 3 J n e , 19 .

( 2 ) TYe f o l l ow . g n a ed p i l o t s of t h i s or ga -
ization, ho ere mis ing action during the month vf n e,
19 , ve returned to this organ ization :

( a ) Na.r e : n d Li eu t . C a r l i e . Tu n e r ,
0- 75199 .

, i s s n g a c t i on : 7 J e , 19 .
_
2 . e t n ed t o u i t : 12 J e , 191. .( b) i .me : 2n d i eu t . G or ge .̀ Dec er t ,

0-69$952. ( 3) i l l e d a c t i on :
(a) Name: F/0 Ju ius H. Coburn, Jr.

T-62096. l . Da t e : 2 J n e , 1 9 .( ) i s s n g n a c t i on :
(a ) I a e : 2nd Li e . 'i l .i am C. Bu t ,

0-706350.
. Da t e : 26 n e , 191. .

. Th e f o l l o i n g n med p i l o t s of t h i s o r g an i z -
ation have ben decorated du g the period covered :

( 1 ) Name : l s t Li eu t . di l l i am C. Ea l l ev , 0- 802 22 8 .
a ) En ga g emen t : I i s s i on i o . 1 0 9 , l Nov . ,

19 3 . .b) Ac t : On e o ' t h r e p i l o t s h o d e s t r oy -
ed 160,

000 gallons of enemy gasoline.
c ) e :a r d : Di s t .n gu sh ed l y n g Cr o s s .

( ) N me: Donald A . mith, nd Lieut.,
0-507633 .

( a ) ga gemen t : i s s i on No . 53 0 of 2
a r c h , 19 . b c t : De s t r u c t i on o ' on e e / a .

c ) e a r d : i r e d l .C3j Na e : l s t eu t . J me s B. V;i s e , J r . ,
0- 5 515. ( a ) E ga g emen t : i s s i on No . 6 2 1 of
2 1 a y , 1911 . ( b a s i s : ' ou n d s r e c e i v ed n a c t i on .

c k e a r d : P pl e H.e a r t .

CON 'I D TI
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Pa e 1 . , Out l i n e i s t or y of b6 t h '. S . , J un e , 19 .

( ) Na e : nd i e ut . e r n R. i l l i ms ,
0-1702933 . ( a ) ngag e en t : ii s s i on No . 50 5 of 2 2
'e br a r y , 1 9 . b) B sis: ounds received n ac ion .(c) Re ard : Purple eart.

2 . I n c l os e d ar e t he War Di a r y o ' t he 66 t h i gh t e r
S u dr on 'or t he pe r i od 1 J un e , 191 t hr u 30 J un e , 19 ,
and S e c i a l Ac c o t of Mi s s i on vo . 7 06 o ' 3 0 J un e , 19 .

; .
s/ ,
_ ,,RTL D M ( OY, .

Capta , Air Corps,Com an d ng .

CON I D TI L .
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VV F UART S SI TY- SI XTH F . S . .

PO 650, II S ,31 A t 1944.

A.G. 314 . '

SUBJECT: Historical Records.

TO : Co ndi ng General , Xl l Tact i cal Ai r Co m d ,A .P.O. 650, U S Arm . ,
1. Outl e Histor of the 66th Fighter Sq sdron or

the period 1 Augu t 1944 thru 31 Augus 1944 :

a . Present desi n tion : 66th F .S ., 57th F .G.,
87t h F . . , Xl l T .A . C. X .1 A . F .

b . Ch ges in org ization :
( 1 ) Cha ge of co and g of f i ce r s :

(a ) j or Ch r l es C. Lea r e i ns as
Co m di Of 'i cer :

(2 ) Ch nges of s t af f of f i c er s :
(a ) l s t Li e ut . Pa S . Se u r , Co -

n cations Of 'icer , as ade Adjutant repl cin Capt.
Ke e t h B . Skor opowsk i h o be ca e i nee r i n g Of 'i c e r ,
Capt. Benj in H . K , En eerin Officer , is SD to
57t h F . G.

c. Strength, com ssioned nd e isted :
(1 ) ont h of u us t , 1 944 :(a ) 1 g t :

1 . Co ssioned : 55
2. Eal sted : 249

(b ) Net crease :
l . Co issioned : 14
2 . i ted : 5

( c ) Ne t d e cr e as e :
1 . Co mi s s i oned : 13
. E listed : 4

d ) 3 1 A s t :
1 . Co i sioned : 56

.2 . listed : 230 •
d . tations :

(1) Alto Air Base, Corsica.
(a ) Date of arrival : " " pa ty , 28 arch ,1944 ; "B " pa ty ,

6 April ,
1944 .( b ) q dr on r em .n ed on Al t o L . G, f r om

1 Au ust to 1 Augu t 1944 .

CON E TIAL
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' ' Pa ge 2 . , Ou t l i r e i s t o r y o 6 6 t h F . S . Augu s t , 1 94 4 . '

e . o vemen t s : or_e

f. Campai s: .(1) Italian and enc .
(2) Du ation : Still in pro ress.

g. Operations:
(1) Campai : Italian and ench.
2 ) Natu e of operations : Dive bomb ng , armed

recce ,
bomber escort, and patrol .

(3 ) Nu ber of missions and sorties for the

period 1 August t u 31 Au ust ,
1944 .(a ) i s s i on s : 7

(b ) Sorties :602
(4 ) Re s ul t s of mo s t i mpor t t s s i on :

(a ) M ssion No. 795 of 20 u ust 1944 .
1 . De s t r uc t i on 4 R .R , en g i n e s ,

nu erous cars nd planesd estroyed (See special account)

h . Com nding O icers on i portant m ssions :
(1 s s i on : No , 7 95 of 2 0 Aug t 1 944 .(a Co nd i . Of f i ce r : 2nd Li eut . Gr ady

F. Davenport.
i. Losses in action :

(1) lled n action :
(a ) N e : 2nd Lieut.

J es R
,
Lo d .

l . Date : 10 Au u t 1944 .(b ) Na e : n d Li e u t . Howa r d . Cl ev e l .d .
l . Date : 18 Au ust 1944 .( 2 ) .i s s i
n g i a c t i on :

( ) Name : 2nd Lieut .
Gordon H

.
Jones .

1 . Da t e : 2 Augu s t 1 944 .(b ) Na. e :
Ca p t . Roy C. Eme r s on .

l . Date : 17 Aug t 1944 .
( 3 ) Du t y t o d e a t h :

(a) Na e: 2nd Lieut. Robert F. Bittner,
0- 821441 ,

. Date : 5 Au u t 1944 ,
(4) The follo ing na ed pilot, who was reported

Outline istory for mont of ay 1944 as miss n action
is now a P isoner of War.

(a ) Name : nd Lieut. Merv J .
itchcock .

l . issing in action : 25 ay 1944 .
j
.

P e entations of awards to past and present

me bers of this or anization .
(1 ) Na e: jor William P

. Benedict.
(a ) Basis : Gallantry n Action .
(b ) Reward : Silver Star .

CON D TIAL
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• •Page 3.,

Outl ne H story o 66th F . S., August ,
1 44 .

( ) Narae : Capt . Ge or ge ( I ) K i s s .Ca ) Basis : E traord na y Achievement.(b ) Re ard : Distin uished Flying Cross.( 3 ) N e : 2 d Li e ut . Pa u l (N l ) Ban i o l a .{a ) Ba s i s : ct r a ord i n r y ch i e v ement .(b ) Re ard : Distinguished Flyin Cross.
(4 ) Name : nd Lieut. Herman R . Williams.(a ) Bas i s : ct r aordi ar y Achi evement .(b) Re ard : Dist u shed Fly ng Cross.(5) Name : lst Lieut. Wilbur P. Bailey.(a ) Bas i s : er i t or i ou Achi e vement .(b ) Re ard : Ai r eda l .(6) Na e : lst Lieut. Wilbur P . Bailey.(a ) Ba s i s : e r i t or i ous Ac ev ement .(b ) Rewar d : l s t O

. e a Cl us t er .( ) N me : 2nd Li eut . Pa ul (N ) Ba gi ol a .(a) Basis : :eritorio Achievement.(b ) Reward : A r edal.(8 ) Na e : lst Lieut. Stephen L . Bett er .
(a ) Basis : Meritorio Achievement.(b ) Re ar d : A r eda l .(9) Na e : lst Lieut . Vincent J. Brac a .(a ) Basis : eritorio Achievement.(b ) Re ard : Air edal.

(?0) Na e : lst Lieut. Darrell F . Casida .(a ) B sis : eritorious Achievement.(b ) Re ard : Air edal.(1 1 ) N . e : 2n Li e u t . Ge or g e F . De cke r t Jr .(a) Basi : eritoriou Achievement.(b ) Re ard : Air edal .(12 Na e : 2 d Li e u t . i l l a H. Di ck n s on .(a ) Basis : eritoriou Achievement.(b ) Re rd : Ai r edal .(13 ) N e : l s t Li eu t . 'i l l i am H. E ney .(a ) Ba si s : er i t or i ous Achi evement .(b ) Re a d : Ai r edal .(14 Name : Lieut. Ray ond A . Farre l .(a) Basis : eritorio Achievement.(b ) Re a r d : r dal .(1 5 ) N e : r Li e u t . i n 0 . Fl ood .Ca ) Bas s ; eritorio Achievement.(b ) Re ard : A r edal.
(16 Name : 2 d Lieut. Robert H. Gains.

(a ) Basis : eritorio Achievement.(b ) Re ar d : Ai r e da l .
(1? Name : lst Lieut. Wil iam R . H ll .(a Ba s s : e r i t or i ous Achi ev emen t .

b ) Re ar d : Ai r eda l .

CONFID TTI L
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. • ' She e t No . 4 . , Ou t l n e i s or y o f' 66 t h F . S . Augu t , 1 944 .

(18 Name: lst Lieut. George S. by Jr.(a ) B s i s : e r i t or i ous Ach i e v e en t .(b ) Re rd
_
: Ai r e dal .

(19) Name : lst ieut. Leon E. sen .(a ) Ba s i s : e r i t or i o us Ach i e v ement .
(b ) Re ard : Air edal . .(20 ) N e : l s t Li eu t . Ri chard L. Joh on .( ) Bas i s : er i t or i o Achi evement .(b ) Re rd : Ai r edal .(21 ) Name : l s t Li eu t . Rob e r t E. K i s e r .(a ) Basis : eritorious Achievement.{b ) Re a d : A r Meda l .(22) N e : 2nd Lieut. lden L . Moore .{a ) Basis : eritoriou Achievement.(b ) Re a r d : Ai r eda l .(23) Name: lst Lieut. Bobby J. Pridgeon.{a ) Bas i s : er i t or i ous Achi e veme t .(b ) Rew rd : A r edal .(24 ) N e : 2nd Li eut . Cl au e G. Ra n .(a Basis: eritorio Achievement.(b ) Re ard : A r Yeda l .(25 ) Na e : 2nd Li eut . John J . Ri dl ey .(a ) Ba s i s : er i t or i o us Ach i ev ement .
{b ) Reward : Air edal.(26 ) N me : 2nd L eut . Ch r l es W. rner .(a) Basis : Meritorious Ach evement.(b ) Re rd : Ai r edal .(27 ) Name : lst Lieut . James B . Wise.
(a) Basis: eritoriou Achievement.Cb ) Rewar d : Ai r edal .(28 ) N e : lst Lieut. Carrol J . Yoder.(a ) Basis : eritorious chievement.(b ) Re ard A r edal .(29) Name : nd Lieut. Carl B . Carlson .(a ) Basis : eritorious Achievement.{b ) Re srd : A r edal.(30 ) Name : 2nd Lieut. Gr dy F . Davenport Jr .Ca ) Basis : eritorio Achievement.(b ) Reward : r yedal .31 Na e: d Lieut. Tho s A. Davis Jr.Ca ) Bas i s : her i t or i ou Achi evement .(b ) Re rd : A r e al .(32 ) Name : lst Lieut. Ja es B . Wise .(a ) Basis : eritoriou Achievement.(b ) Re ar d : l s t ak Le a f Cl u s t e r .(33 N me : l t Lieut. Willi

.m
H . E ey .(a ) Basis ; eritoriou Achievement.(b ) Reward : lst O k Leaf Cluster.

CON DE TTI AL
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• • • h e e t No . 5 . , Ou t l i n e i s t or y of h e 66t h F . S . Au t , 1 944 . • '

,
(34 ) Name : lst Lieut.

Robert E.
iser .• (a ) Ba s i s : e r i t or i ous Ach i ev en t .

( b ) Rew r : l s t Oa k Le a f Cl u s t e r .
(35) Na e : 2nd Lieut. Alden L . _

oore .
(a) Basis: eritorious Achievement.(b ) e ar d : l s t Oak Lea f Cl u. t e r .

(36) Na e: lst Lieut. Donald A . Smith.
(a ) Ba s i s : er i t or i ous Ach i evement .
(b ) Re ar d : l s t O Leaf Cl t e r .

(37 ) Name : 2nd i eut . Cha r l es . T ner .
(a ) Ba s i s : er i t or i ou s Ach ev emen t .
(b ) Rewa r d : l s t U Le a f Cl u s t e r .

(38) Name : lst Lieut.
Carrol J .

Yoder .
( a ) .s i s : e r i t or i ous A ev emen t ,
(b ) Reward : lst Oa Leaf Cluster .

(39) Name : 2 d Lieut.•
C l B .

Carlson .
(a ) Basis : eritorious Achieve ent.
(b ) Rewa r d : l s t Oa k e a f Cl u s t e r .

(40) N me : nd Lieut. Grady F . Davenport.
(a ) Basis : eritoriou Achievement.
(b ) Rewa r d : l s t Oa k Lea ' Cl us t e r .

(41 ) Na e : lst hieut. Step en L
.
Bet in er .

(a ) a s i s : e r i t or i o Ach i ev emen t .
(b ) Rewa r d : l s t u Lea f Cl us t e r .

(4 } Name : lst Lieut. Vincent J . Br ch .
(a ) a s i s : e r i t or i o c h i ev e en t .
(b ) Rewa r d : l s t O e .r Cl u . t e r .

(43} Name : lst Lieut. Darre l F . Casida .
(a) Basis : eritorious Achievement.
(b ) Rewa r d : l s t O k e a f Cl u t e .

(44 ) Name : l s t Li eu t , owa r d W. Da s .
(a ) B i s : e r i t or i o u s Ach i ev emen t .
(b ) Rewa d : l s t a Le a Cl u s t e r .

(45) Name : lst Lieut. Ray ond A. Farrell
( a ) a s i s : I e r i t o r i o Ac e v emen t .
(b ) P,ewa r d : l s t Oak Le a ' Cl u t er .

(46) Name : Lieut.
0. Flood .

(a) asis : eritoriou Achievement .
(b ) He wa r d : l s t O .

Le a Cl s t er .
(4 ? ) Name : l s t Li eu t . Yi l l i m R . H l l .

(s ) Easis : eritorious Achieve nt.
(b ) Rewa r d : l s t Oa Lea f Cl u t e r .

(4 8 ) Name : l s t i e u t . Ge or• e S . r by J r .
(a ) Ba s i s : e r i t o r i ous Ach i ev emen t .
(b ) Rewa r d : l s t Oa Lea f Cl us t e r .

(4 9 ) PJ me : l s t Li Ut . Le on E . a s en .
(a ) Ba s i s : e r i t or i ou s Ach i ev emen t .
(b ) Reward : lst 0a Lea Cluster .

(50 ) Na e : lst Lieut. Richard L . Johnson .
(a ) Basis : eritorious Achievement.
(b ) Re r d : l s t O e a f Cl u s t e r ,

CQ IF :l I AL
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. . . . . . .' ' 'Sheet No . 6 . , Out l i ne s t or y of t he 66t h F .S . A t , 1 944 .

(51) Name : lst Lieut. Bobby J. P idgeon .
(a ) a s i s : e r i t o r i ou s Ac ev ement .
(b ) Re r d : l s t Oak Le a f Cl u t e r .(52 ) Na e : 2nd L eut . Cl aude G. Ra .
(a ) a si s : er i t or i ou Achi eve ent .
(b) Rewa d : lst O k Leaf Clu ter.

{53 ) a e : n L e u t . J o J . Ri dl e y .(a ) Ba s i s : e r i t or i ou Ach i ev ement .
(b ) Re a d : lst Oa Lea Cluster .

( 54 Na e : l s t Li eu t . onal d . Sm th .
(a ) Bssis: eritorious Achievement.(b ) Re a d : 2nd Oa Leaf Cl us t er .

(5 ) Na e : lst Lieut . Wi bur P. Bailey .
(a } Basis : eritorious Achievement .
(b ) Reward : 2nd O Leaf Clu ter .( 56 ) Name : l s t Li eu t . Ja es B, i s e .
(a ) Basis : erito ious Ach evement.
(b ) Re ard : 2nd Oa Lea f Cl us t e r .

(5?) Name: ls Lieut. Stephen L. Betti er.(a Bas i s : e r i t or i ous Achi evement .
(b) Re ard : d O Leaf Cluster.

(58) N e : nd Lieut. Grady F . Davenport.
(a ) Basis : eritoriou Achievement.
(b ) Rewar d d Oa Lea f Cl u t er .

59) Name: lst Lieut. Ray ond A. Farrel .(a ) Bas i s : er i t or i ous Achi evement .(b ) Re a d : 2nd Oa Leaf Cl u t er .
( 60 ) N me : l s t Li e u t . Jame s B . i s e r .

(a ) Basis : eritorio s Achievement .( b } Re ar d : 3r d O Le af Cl us t e r .
(61) N e : Capt . Si ey Auberach .

(a ) Basis : Meritorious Service.
(b ) Re ar : Br onz e 5t a .

(62 ) N me : Fi st Sergeant Lel nd . Pettis.
{a Basis : eritorious Service.
(b Reward : Bronze Star.

(63 ) N me : aster 5ergeant Pete P. Podraza
(a ) Ba s i s : e r i t o r i o Se r v i c e .
(b ) Reward ; Br onze St r .

{64) N e : aster Sergeant Theodore J
.
P zybyleck .

{a } Basis : eritorious Service.(b ) Re ard : Br onze St a .
(65) N me : aster Sergea t. illiam R . Solle ne.

(a ) Ba s i s : l e r i t or ous Se r v i c e .{b ) Re ard Br onze St a .

CONFID ENT L
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• Sh ee t l'o . 7 . , Ou t i n e s t o r y of t h e 66t h F .S . Au u t , 1 944 ;

(66 ) Name : Tech . Ser eant Gerald E. th .
(a) asis: eritoriou Service.
(b) Re ard : Bronze tar

( ? ) Name ; Te ch . Se r g ea t J oh S . or .
(s ) Basis : eritoriou Service .
(b) Re : Bronze Star.(68 ) N e : Te ch . Se geant . i t chae l C. Boyda .
(s) Basis: eritorious Service.
(b) Reward : Bronze 5ta .

( 6 9 ) Na e : P .F .C . Arma d . St . Je a .
(a ) Basis : eritoriou Service .
(b ) Reward : Bronze Star .

2 . Inclosed are the ar Diary of' the 66th Fighte Squad on
for the period 1 Au t thru 31 Au t 1944 and Special Acco t

o s s i on No . 7 9 5 of 2 0 Augus t 1 944 .

CI A LF C.
or, Cor s,

Com and g.
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She e t No . i , War Di ary of t he Si x t y - S t h 'i ght er Sqdn . , .PO
650 .

ont h of J ne , 19 4 . Pr epar ed y i gi l . Ol s en , Capt . , A. C.

. __ - -_ . ___ - -
DAY EV 'TS

1 Two missions were flo n tod y one to dive-bomb RRs
a d the other as an anti-shipping mission to the
port of Civitivecchia. On the first show a R bridge

s badly d maged by two direct hits. The second
mi s s i on wen t t o Ci v i t i v e c c a bu t n o t a r e t s c o l d
be f o nd nd t h e f l i gb t e t l d t o bomb a RR.
In the evening the enlisted men s day room as
open ed o f f i c i a l l y . I t wa s a l i v e l y a f a i r i de e d .
Toda y on e of t h e men of t he s adr on S/ Sg t Pe r cy
Geu n , was badly in ured vhen he dove to the stream
nd struck Yis head on the bottom . T/Sgt. Herburt
Gluc man dove to the stream d rescued Geu who
had been paralyzed by his ury . Ge was taken to
a field hospital.

. ..
2 Four mission ent out today; two to dive-bomb nd two

armed-recces, all to Italy . irect rits were scored

on a T bridge nd one sp n s ocked out.
eng eless tra n was strafed d three cars were set
on f i r e . 0 s or t i e s we r e f l o n t oday .
_ ___ . _ - -

3 ne mis ion today d on this show eight RR cars were
destroyed, 1 T flamers were scored nd one S -79 as
destroyed on the gro nd by a direct bomb str e. e
were released for the day at 1630 hrs.

One T bridge as da ged by a direct bomb stri e on
on e of ou t o mi s s i on s of t he day . The r e wa s a U. S . O.
Sho a t t he 26 t h S e r v i c e q dr on t on i gh t d be f or e
the show coffee d doughnuts were served by the Red
Cross.

5 It is reported that ome has been ta en . O troops

ar e s a i d t av e en t e r e d t he c i t y t h i s mo n .g n d
t he en emy ' l "̀ e por t ed t o be s l i ght . Th e Gr oup A O

gave a ge tal th s afternoon at operations. The
bomb line has been put well N of the city of Rome.

CONFI ENTI .
L
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heet No . 2 , :r Di ry of t he Si ty- Si th 'i ght er Sc:dn . , APO 650 .

onth of June , 19 . Prep red by Ei i l G. O1sen, Capt . , A. C.

DAY EV TTS
_ ._ _ . - - - - -

The B-25 retu ed from Alex ndria, Egypt today a d some
supplies were brou ht back or both the officers mess
and the enlisted men s day room . Lieut. Cortlandt cCoy
h s been made CO of the s uadron . a or illiam P .
3en ed i c t i s wi t h t h e 7 t h '.V . o r e men l e f t t hi s morn -
i ng by t r uc k f o r t h e t o .n of Cor t e he r e t h ey i l l s pend
three days. The truck returned the afternoon br g-
ing the last group back f'rom their passes there. A
little ail came today . everal T s ere destroyed
on ou two missio s of the day to Italy .

b Early mission today; take off at 05 5 hrs. hich ment
that cre chiefs, pilots, service truck operators and
oper tions personnel were up at 0 30 hrs, heard
t he n e v s of l and i n g s n 'r nc e t h i s morn g . I t f i r s t
ca e as a r mor an d fe belie ed it but at about 0800
hrs, e heard it confirmed by news reports over the
radio. The generator i the camp area as kept going
mo s t of t h e day s o t h a t t he r e oul d be po er 'or t he
radi o s f or no on e wan t s t o mi s s an y of t he n e s t oday .
The enlisted men en oyed chocolate ice crea for lunch
this noon . The movie he ong o ernadette as sho
t on i gh t .

T o missions today . On the first mission two of ou
pi l o t s we r e s ho t do n by AA f'i r e . Li eu t . Cha r l i e .
Tu er was seen to bail out of his a/c and his para-
chute opened at about 1,000 ft . H e landed not far
from Lake Bolsena. Lieut. George F . Deckert dropped
his belly ta k and called in over the RT that his
en g i n e wa s c u t t n g ou t an d t ha t h e a s o t o be l l y
l and . e wa s s e en t o make a good l n d g i n a f i e l d
E of' t he t ov of P er e t a n d n ea r t he Al be a Ri v e r .
n the second sho of the d ay hich took off at
1905 hrs., several s were shot up . It as a long
day .

CO r •
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She et No . 3 , ar Di ary of t he i x t y- x t h 'i ght er S dn . , APO 650 .

on th of J e , 19 . r epar ed by Ei gi l G. Ul s en Capt . , A. C.

DAY E NTS

8 Ear y take off this mo ni at 0 30 hrs, and the other
show of the day went off at 1$00 hrs. On the last show
Lieut. Ridley scored a direct hit on a 100 t, bridge
which destroyed one sp n . No mail today.

9 T O missions today a d a little ail came an d as
distri uted n the eveni g . No extraord nary events
today . In the evening the movie "The Iron Ma or was
sho n at the 65th qdn .

10 Passes to the to o Corte h ve been discontinued .
_ Some other place for lea e is go g to be set up for

t he men . Two mi s s i on s •e r e l o t oday ; e a t 12 00
hrs. and the other 2000. It as nea l dark •hen the
last mission got back to base so it was a lo g day .
T ro n e r en i s t ed men c ame t o o .

t h e squ dr on t oday .

11 Notice on the enlisted men s board this morn g for
t hen t o be dr e s s ed c l a s s s f or a f or t on a t
Group HQ . this evening. One mission went ofi' at 1000
h s. and there was to be a second show at 1715 h s.
but be c a s e of r a i h e r e and bad e a t he r r epor t s r om
the tar et area the ta e off as moved to 1800 h s.
S nce there as no improvement n the weather by th t

t e t he i s . i on wa s c a l l e d of d vre we r e r e l ea s e d
or t h e day . The 'orma t i on wa s c a l l ed of f a s wel l

as a O .S .O . Show, which was to be given this afternoon ,
because of the ra n .

12 Th ee ssions today; t •o to Italy a d the third,
w ch took off at 1900 hrs. v;ent out to bomb u
positions on El a . !̀he ra of yesterday has cau ed

the river to rise an d the ater has become swift and

too muddy so we Can not ta e ou baths as e li e to
do 't e r t he day s or . A l i t t l e ma i l came i t oday
an d t s as distributed the evening. The weather

CON 'ID NT
_
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She e t No . , V r Di r y of t l e i x t y - S i x t h 'i gh t e r S dn . , APO
6 50 .

onth of Ju e, 19 . Prepared by Eigil G . Olsen , Capt., A . C .

r . r

D Y L iTS

was wa an d pleasa t all day ith a cle r s y. Two
p i l o t s ho v er e s h ot do n hav e r e t u n ed t o t he s qu .d -
ron . 2nd Lieut. Robert H . Ga ns, 0-812797, who as
shot do n by enemy AA fire on 16 ay near Viterbo a d
2 d : i e u t . Char l i e . Tu e r , 0 - 7 5199 who a s s e en t o
bail out of his a/c on the 7th day of this month near
Lake Bolse a . Lieut. George F . Deckert who was shot
dow on the 7th day of this month on the same mission
with Lieut. Tu n er is reported to be safe in Naples.

13 The 79th Fighter Group as come to this isl .
d and

they are sed ust a short distance from us. As is
usual when we ' nd that we are neighbours once again,
the enlisted men of this s uadron go to the 79th to
see old acquaint ces. One a/c of the 79th Group
l ded here this morning with one bomb h ng-up on it s
wing. This bomb ca e off when the a/c made it s land-

g nd it ex loded . The ajc : s caught n the blast
an d s s e t on f i r e . The pi l o t o t out of t h e a/ c
t hou h h e a s badl y b ed . Th e r e a s a f o ma t i on of
the Personn el of this group ne r Group Ops this eve-
n g. Colonel Darcy awarded the P ple Hearb to
Li eu t . J me s . i s e , J r , and Li e u t . He a R . di l l i ams ,
the Dist nguished l̀y g Cross to Lieut. William C.
B l l e and t he Ai r ide da l t o Li eu t . Don l d A . Smi t h ;
a l l of t h s s uadr on . Some p i l o t s of t he o t he r s ^uad-
ron s n the Group ;ere decorated . One new enlisted

m came i n t o o i n t he s u .dr on
t oday .

l Ou stre m has cleared up an d e can no ta e a bath
i t af t e r a c oupl e of day s of a s h i ng f r om h e l me t s .

Vde appreciate the stream more after being deprived

of t he u s e of i t f or a day or t o . e had t o mi s s i on s
today and all a/c retu ed safely but one, which was
r e ck ed i n l an d i n g . On e nd : n g wh e e l f o l ded up d

the ship is Cat . 3 • The pilot Lieut. Pridgeon,
was not ured . The second mission of the day took

ON 'I DE TT
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She e t o . 5 , a r Di a r y of t he i x t y- S i x t h 'i gh t e r qd . , PO 6 50 .

on t h of J e , 19 . Pr e pa r ed by Ei g i l G. Ol s en , Capt . , A. C.

DAY E ENTS

o f f a t 193 5 r s , nd l nde d at 21 0 hr s , s o man y of t he
officers an d nen had a long day . S/Sgt. Percy Geuin,
who was n u ed on the first day of this onth, died this
even ng at about 1900 rs, One enlisted a came in to
o n the s u dron today.

1 Word has been received that lst Lieut. Robert J . H ter
i s s a f e n Napl e . He wa s l o s t on t e 16 t h of ay , 1 9 .
Lieut. Hu ter is i a :aples hospital recover ng from
lst degree bu s but it is reported that he should be
released n about one week . On the first of our two
issions of the d ay Lieut. Richard Johnson de a forced

land g i the sea N of the island . The engine o his
a / c f a i l e d . He l a de d nd a .ked ou t on t o t he w ng of
t h e a/ c e f or e i t s ank . He had a l i t t l e t r oubl e rh en
h i s a e ` e s t br ok e but he wa s abl e t o n l a t e t he
rubber life raft, which is attached to the parachute,
a d it supported h m u til the air-sea-rescue alrus
ca e out to pick h m up. Lieut. Jo n on w s back i
our operations tent before mid-morning. Canteen sup-
plies were sold to the men this afternoon .

d a movie
was sho n in the evening; " ada e Curriett . Eight ne
pilots came in to oin the squadron today .

._ ..... .._ .
16 Two i s s i on s t oday, t he f i r s t of Th i c h l an ded he r e a t

1 50 n d t he s uadr on had on e mor e and a s r el ea s ed f or
the day . A t 1700 h s, truc s left the orderly room to
take men to the funeral services for S/Sgt. Percy Geuin .
The services were held at a militar cemetary near
Basti . Geu w s in ed on the first day of this
month .

17 L dings were ade on the isla d of Elba last night

an d s o , t od y al l of ou s ho rs e r e t o d i v e - bomb d
s t r af e t r g e t s on t he i s l n d . Ou squadr on r an f our
missions today .

CON ' ENT A
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She e t No :
6 , la r Di a r y of t he S x t y - S t h i gh t e r S dn . , APO, 650 .

Mon t h of J e 19 . pr e pa r e d by Ei g i l G. Ol s en , Gapt . , A. C.

DAY E ENTS

18 Last night we were given a tentative ta e off time for
this mo g: 0500 hrs. Pilots, crew chiefs etc . ere
all up out of bed an d do n on the line before 0 00 hr .The weather was not at all good an d so we waited aro
ope r a t i on s f or f ur t h er word f r om Gr oup Ope r a n s . ' ne -
ally we were released til O 00 h s. The f'irst sho
got off at 1115 hrs, d it was a good one, This morni g
an a/ c of on e of ' t he o t he r s uadr on s a s f or c e d t o l and
i n t he s ea us t of f - s hor e t o t h e E of t hi s l an d g r . und .

19 The s was cloudy today nd because of the b d flying
weather we were released for the morning. Ve were put
on one hou ts readiness d the mission took o f at
a bou t 1 530 hr s , t o r e c c e t he I t a l i c oa s t n s e ar ch o f
shipp g targets. After th s show had returned we ere
r e l e a s ed f or t he day . Two f l i gh t s of' f o u a/ c e a ch
en t up l o cal l y a s t r i n i ng mi s s i on f or t he new pi l o t s
ho came in on the 15th of this month .

0 O l y t o mi s s i on s t oday .
d e we r e r el e a s ed a t 1 00 hr s .I n t he af t e rno on on e t r a i n i n f l i ght :•en t up . Can t e en

supplies ere sold to the men in their c np area this
noon - Coca Cola i cluded . ln the evening the movie
n ahara++ was sho at the 65th S dn .

21 Two i s s i on s t od ay , bot h of h i ch wen t up t he I t a l i
coast to Genoa . ln the evening a practice gas alert
as so ded and everyone put on gas masks ntil the

all-clear was sounded . Lieut. Wi liam C . 8allew and
Lieut . George Kriss left the s uadron ; they are to
ret r to the U .S .A .

22 The first mission got off at 1010 hrs an d the t o others
t ook of f a t 13 50 an d 173 5 hr s . Dur i n g t he _ `t e rn oon
t he s ky wa s c l oudy ov e r t he i e l d anc t he r e a s a l i gh t
shower. A small o t of mail came today . One new
en l i s t ed m c ame i n t o o i t h e s u dr on t oday .

. - - - -
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Sh e e t No . 7 , a r Di ar y of t h e S i x t y - S i x t h 'i g t e r Sqdn . , APO 6 50 .

Mon t h o J n e , 1 9 1 . Pr epar ed by Ei g i l G. Ol s en , Capt . A. C.

DAY E ENTS

23 The 'irst sho of the day got off at Ob 0 hrs, and when
it r tu ned the pilots reported bad weather over Italy .The bomber-escort, which was to take off at 1000 hrs.
was called off and :e were released til 1400 hrs, but
n o i s s i on s e r e f l o n f o r t he r e s t of t he ds y .

2 T o i s s i on s t oday aga n s t l n e s of co u i c a t i on i n
Italy . The first show of the day took off at 05 5 hrs.
and some very good bombing as done. The second ission
t o ok o f a t 1 30 hr s . / 0 J u l i u s H. Cobu n , J r . , T- 2 09b ,
retu ned early 'rom this mission because of eng ne trouble.We could hear the engi e his a/c cutting out as he
circled to l d . As he made his approach the eng e eut
an d the ship spu to the ground . '/0 Coburn died in
the a/c which burned a ter hitting the ground . He came
to the s^uadron on the 15th of this month and had flow
on l y a f e hour s wi t h u s . Li eu t . Thom s R. ay , vh o
wa s s ho t do n on t he 2 t h o f ay , 19 ha r e t rn ed t o
the squadron . Two enlisted men left the s adron today
t o r e t r t o t h e U . S .A . on r o t a t i o . Th e a r e S/ Sg t .Louis J . Cooper d Cpl . Douglas I . Pla tz . Both men
have been with the s uadron at least 2 years an d they
leave y friends beh nd .

25 nother early morning mission today; take off at 0550
s. The second nd last mission of the d y took offf

at 1900 hrs, a d retu ned at about 2100 hrs. so it as
a long day or all thoes ho wor on the line . There
a s a sma l l amo n t o a i l t he ev en n g . Mov i e t o-

night n the 65th Sqdn . area tonight.

26 Two missions today ; one aro d noon a d the last had
la ded by 1 0 hrs. 2nd Lieut . illiam C . u t, 0-706350,di d n o t r e t u n f r om t e l a s t mi s s i on of t he day . The
f l i gh t wen t d o n i a s t r a f i n g r d Li e u t . u t s
a/c struck a telegraph pole and crashed i the to n of
'ianza, Italy . Lieut. Bu t oined the squadron on the
15th of this month . A U .S .O . how as given at the 26th
Se i c e qdn , t hi s af t e rn oon .

. - - - -
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Sh e e t No . 8 , 1; ar Di a ry o th e i x t y - S i x t h 'i g'nt e r S dn . , APO 6 50 .

on t h of J n e , 19 . Pr e ar ed by Ei g3.1 G. Ul s en , Capt „ A . C.

DAY TS

27 Only o e mission today which ret ned at 1255 hrs. an d
e were released or the day at 15U0 hrs. The weather

was bad over Italy and this was the reason for ou early
release. C

.
teen supplies were sold to the men n their

eamp area this noon and there was mail the even ng
as well as a movie.

2 S ' e •e r e t o hav e a i s s i on t h i s morn i n g but t h i s wa s
called off because of poor weather nd we ere released
ntil 1200 hrs. After 1200 hrs we were told by Group

Operations t at we were released until 1500 hrs, and
f n a l l y a t 16 0 0 hr s . we e r e r e l e a s ed f or t he day .
Some ail was distributed the evening.

29 Thr e missions today . The s y was clear all day an d
f n e f or i'l y . g i n c on t r a s t t o t h e we a t he r of y e s t e r day .
a s s e s t o k ome be i n t omorr o 'o r t ne men . i 'h r e e men
leave in the morning to spend 5 days there. any of
t h e o ' 'i c e r s hav e be en t o v i s i t t he c i t y t hus f a r .

3 0 A s pl end i d .s s i on wa s f l ovn t oday ( S ee Spe c i a l Ac c oun t ) .
Un this i sion some excellent bombi.g was done. T :o
o t he r s ho s v:•e r e f l o n t od ay but bo t h of t h e s e e r e
more or less routine. Tom row the 57th ighter Group
cele rates the end of the second year overseas. e
a r e t o l y i t h e morn g but t he af t e rn oon e v ery -
one is to be free to attend a gather of the group
personnel where there is to be beer d entertain ent.

. . _ - -

CON I r I T L

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

. ,
, . . . ., .

. • '

f ' ON I F T
.

. .

Sh e e t No . 9 ar Di a r of t he S x t y - S i t h 'i gh t e r S dn . , PO 6 0 .

on t h of J u e , 19 . Pr epa r ed by Ei g i l G. Ol s en , Cap t . A. C.

__ ___ _ . _ - -
Spe c i a l Ac c o t of i s s i on No . 7 06 o f' 30 J

.n e ,
19 f r om

Alto L . G ., Corsica .

A/C PILOT A/C PILOT

77 i s e 8 5 Ri dl ey
71 a t u l a 71 Ha i
93 Davenport 02

.
Yates

g8 ey 72 Cl ev e l an d
J a s en 70 I r y

S9 Rr a c a 87 Dav i s

Du t y : To di v e - bomb br i dg e n e a.r t he t o n o ol n e l l a ,
Italy .

12 a/c with 2 50U lb . G . P ., 1/10 sec. delay bombs
a d l on g e r . g e

t ank s .Na r ra t i v e : 1 2 a/ c c l be d t o 1 , 00 0 t . N of a s s a an d
headed NE over the Appen nes to the o iver balley, to
od ena and on t o t he t a r g e t , Y of o l i n e l l a , I t a l y . The

t rget, a double track R bridge of' heavy steel construct-
ion , 5 or 6 spans d su ported y concrete pilings. There
was a crater cn the S approach ,

but previous damage had been
repaired . In excellent bo b run 22 X 00 lb . G . P . bombs
were dropped from less than ,00 ., and fo direct nits
were scored on the bridge, leavi g very large holes end a
mass of t isted steel . The bridge is beyond repair . n ad-
dition, 7 direct 'rits ere scored on the approaches; three
on t he N and on t he , e 'f e c t i g a t o t s l of ' 1 1 cu t s i t h e
tracks. T attacked an d da ged as follows: l large truc
damage d , 1 T l e f t smo i , 3 s e l f - pr ope l l ed hovri t z e r s on
t r a c t i on t ru cks an d 5 danag e d ; a l l t he v a c n i t y of t he
t o n of' Mol i n e l l a . A s t raf i n g p s s wa s ad e a t 1 0 RR c r s
b u t i t h n o r e s u l t s . Heavy AA s s en c oun t e r e d f'r om odena
and 'e r ra r a . 1 v e - 1 0 9 w s s e en t ak i ng of f a t o l o gna but
n o c on t a c t vra s made i t h t h i s e / a . 'e a t h e r wa s 4 t o 6/ 1 0
cloud over mounta ns and 1/10 over the target area at 5 to
9,000 ft. visibility 5 to 10 iles.

Ai 1 a / c r e t ur ed s af e l y .
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