THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

adinh o 1] ak gt » <
fhmw | UV § b

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED [AW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EOQ12958

TR i

BT Grosseto &

© - 12AF-ABI-H2 BEE! ’
At ' Bagnoli, Italy -

—

=
=

UNIT JOURNAL OF TVRITS; 66th Ftr Sq, 57th Ftr Gp.
Prepared by A.N. Apostolou, Capt, AC. lonth of Jiily 1945.

1. It was a guiet, balmy Sunday here today. Outside of
church services, the morning was relatively still and indolent.
Most of the men slept through the hot hours before noon, a few
promenaded turough Grosseto's lazy vias. In the afterncon the
squadron shook off its apparent lethargy --- mary GIs boarded
trucks of the 547th Service Group for the beach at San Roecco,
while still more patronized the ever-popular Red Cross ice=
cream bar.

2. Siena, centuries-old walled city sixty miles norta of
Grosseto, today dipped into tuhe past to display a modern authe
gntic re-enactment of medieval BEurope. Among the thousands of
spectators milling through the historic town during the "Palio®,
as the pageant is called, were gseveral men of the Sixty-Sixth,
who had travelled to Siena on a Red Cross jaunt.

Highlighting the panorama of the color and life that
flourished here over 500 years ago, according to the Squadron
GIs wno were on hand, was the incongruously-comical & ght of
an inebriated jMmerican soldier psrched on the top of a flag-
pole, waving gdly in mock-Fasciat salutes to tihe laugaing
crowd below.

< For the large zroup of the squadron personnel, today was
the first day of scnool---GI atyle. The two sections that have
a bare minimum of skilled men, engineering and radio, this
morning bagan classes to fmiliarize the newcomers with talks
they will be called upon for in the Pacific mission of the unit.
Civilian representatives of the Pratt and Whitney and Republic
Aireraft Companies, manufacturers of the P=-47, took over the
Schooling of the Sixty~-3Sixth medhamies. Aiding the instructors
were several movable aiarts, models, and diagrams, all explain-
ing the various intracacies of the Thunderbolt. The radio-
men attended their first c¢lasses in the Group theater, located
several blocks from the HEM quarters.

4. Sanely and safely, the men of the Sixty-Sixth spent the
Fourth of July in a mamer as guiet and peaceful as the drowsy
town in which fu ey are quartered. Iike all the other holidays
wiiich have a poignant home-touch, today brought a floed of
memories to most of the GIs here. Uppermost in the minds of
tne men---esped ally on such occasions as thig--=is the question
of the route Sguadron will follow toward its Pacific destinay:
via tne States or--(ugh)--direct? Although, at first, it was
apparently certd n that this orga ization would head stragat
for an oriental base near Japland, a hopeful, possibly wish-
fi 1-thinking, doubt has Bilteréd through the raaks of the GIs
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that, perhaps, a stop-over at home would be first on the new
itinerary.

Notice has been served by the local finance office that
the June payroll for the Italians who staff the Sixty-Sixth
dining-hall was the last. ¥From now on it will be up to the
Squadron to dole out the salaries of the civilian employees.

First Sergeant Mack gave this unpleasant bit of news to the men,
asking them to think the matter over during the next few days.

From the conversatinns of the GIs here, it is obvious thet it
would be far better for each man to contribute a few paltry

lire to scrape up the required money, rather than to fall back to

6.

to the sordid end, in fact, nasty, routine of mess-kits, chow-
lines, kitchen police, and all the other vulgarities that mark
most military chow=halls over seas. -

Shakedown inspectimns of the elething and personal
equipment of all the snlisted men in the Squadron---easily one
of the most unwelcome of military custems---Xept the Sixth-
S8ixth GIs busy during the daylight hours today. But the
inconvenience caused by the unpacking, folding and displaying,
and then re-packing of the collective possessions of the men
did have its bright side: it meant that another step before
this unit departs for Shangri-La (or the States) had been
cleared.

Even brighier than this, however, was the signing of the
supplementary payrell by the newly-joined members of the
organization, who, for the mest part, are hitting rocky
financial straits.

The nags were running at Grosseto Downs todey in seven
horse and mule races staged by a neighboring US serv¥ice
squadron. Men of the Sixty-Sixth, not adverse to tihe mild
temptation of the GI pari-mutuals, flocked to the track this
afternoon, cast bets, and, for- the most part, came up with
a few winners---the ponies jogged true to predicted form.
Ove looking the scrawniness of the racers, the short field,
the scant purse of 500 lire, and the clear fragrant Italian
sky above---overlooking these slight discrepancies, it was
like a few hours spent at Belmont Park or Saratoga Springs,
almost.

. In the evening, the seetion chiefs, having interviewed
their respective staffs concerning the doubtful fate of the
civilian KPs and janitors, cast the opinion in a meoting with
the first sergeant, that the eye-tie help should get a new
lease on life; the money to pay them now that the finance office
has backed out, will come from the poekets of the men, they
sald. Two dollars and fifty cents per month from each man
will foot the bill.
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8. It was probably one of the last Sundays in Grosseto
for the movement-ready squadron. The latest hint that the
orgm ization wculd soon be underway came today in the form
of a memorandum which outlined the policy for exeange of
money p rior to departure from this theater: Fifty dollars
is the maximum sum each man will be permitted to have with
him when the Sixty-Sixth packs its duds and travels. lost
of the men who read the notice, grinned, and shrugged it off
with the acknowledgement that there was little danger of
their having more than 5000 lire in a town like this, comes
tac e=off time. Last evening flight surgeon Captain
Tattersal checked the EM dog-tags, as quartermaster supply
issued ominous-locking trench knives to the GIs of this
Pacific-destined unit.

9. Daily missions directed against the Grosseto Red Cross
Club are continuing unabated through these steaming July
afternoons. Promptly at 1330 hours---after a briefing period
during which wallets are checked for a 5-lire note--=-almost
all the Squadron takes off to attack 'targets of opportunity'
in and around the ice=c¢ream bar.

Except for the two busiest sections of the Sixty-
Sixth, the orderly room staff and the supply crew, these last
days here prier to the awaited jump-off for a POE, are
comprising a honeymoon stay for the men.

10. As the still-unannounced date for departume of this
unit approscnes, the tempo of movement preparations is rising
steadily with a crescendo-like effect. Processing today
kept the majority of the squadron on its toe--last shots were
given...men fired the carbine failiarization course...PTis
and money orders were sent through before the deadline...dog
tags were corrected and restamped by FBS at Leghorn...last
equipment was crated, stenciled,

And with these final steps came the inevitable flurry
of rumorse---guickly traveling through the corriders of the
Sixty-Sixth building, from one latrine to another. lost
prevdlent prediction as to the ne#® station of the Extermine-
ators: Chinal

11. At _last the news came out. Early this coming Sunday
morning--15 July--the 57th Fighter Group and all its sguadrons
will load personnel and equipment on for a 12 to 14 hour
train journey to the Naples POE Staging Area. Along with
tnis news, which Major MelMullin revealed at a Squadron meet-
ing tonight, was an appeal to the men to curtd 1, for the
remaining days at Grosseto, the gay practice of inadvertently
tossing empty beer bottles through the nearest window: several
civilians have received, the Major said, direct hits, while
many near-misses were also reported.

-3 -
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Before the Executive Officer's talk, First Sergeant
Mack asked for a voluntary donaticn by the Sixty-Sixth GIs to
aid the status of a young mother, who had been graced with a
lasting 'souvenir' (a bouncing bambine) by a now-departed mem-
ber of the organization. The men came through to pile the sum
of approximately 65 dollars into the collection dish.

Following the meeting, AAF medical forms were complet-
ed by the men and the Group and Scuadron flight surgeons.

12. With only two days to go before leaving for the Naples
POE---movement time has been changed to 2100 hours on the four-
teenth~~=the area has assumed the aspect of the proverbial bes-
hive. Men are moving through the halls, loaded with eguipment
ghortages drawn from supply this morning; crating and number=
ing of the remaining organizational materiel is nearing comple-
tion in front of the buildings 1last mail until the staging
area is reached was accepted this afternoon for censorship;
various details are performing the sundry duties of a military
organization about to go overseas=-=again.

But the biggest problem, from the men's standpoint is
this: each individual will be allowed to take only cne duffle
bag, into which all his belongings must be stuffed. For the
GIs who are veterans of long foreign service, during which time
they have steadfastly clung to every scrap of issue and non-
issue in sight---for these tenacious men it is a heart-breaking
process to abandon all their excess, but completely lovable,
possesaions.

The Quartermaster Supply section masterfully weathered
the formidible difficulties of bringing upto-tally the personal
equipment of almost all the men today; the only notable excep=-
tion was one Sergeant Norman Friedman, P-47 crew chief, whose:
acclaimed nickname "Tiny" only serves to paradoxically stress
his sizes he stands, stocking feet or otherwise, about six
feet one, with 2 weight of 250 pounds and a 42-inch waistline.
There were just no fatigues to fit him.

13. It's almost over, this job of preparing for an oversea
ghipment. Eguipment has all been packed in marked boxes, clo-
thing shortages have been erased, the men have been alerted.

At breakfast the GIes reverted to mess-kit feeding as the kit-
chen started a gradual shutdown. Shortly after noon, the
Flight Surgeon examined the men, finding them free from vermin
and cemrmnicable diseases. At 1350 the Red Cross threw open
wide the doors to its snack-bar and announced via a placard .
that the ice-cream was on the house and that at2200 hours to-
night, the Grosseto club would cease to exist.
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14.

It was also the last evening for the Sixty-Eixth in this
slumbering ecity. To the bars and shops and dancing pavillion
in the park the Ixterminators paid "a rivedierc" to Grosseto.

The pacific awaitseess =F

Bnder blazing heat the men of the Sixty-Sixth packed and
banded all the meraining squadron equipment. The finzl step
before moving out of this citly was the 'policing-up' of the
converted schnoolhouse; into the court-yard behind the building
were hezved an assorted lot of soldier-articles. It was a
literal free-for-all, with the CIs tossingz from the windows
-==in gay delight---footlockers, beer bottles, aged lattars,
shelves, souvenirs, and snack-bar tickets.

Came the evening and the farsewell chants to Grosseto's
eitizens tock the form of a happy escapade at the Officer's
hotel. The EXIERUINATOR'S pilets, out on the balcony of their ¥
billet over-locking the town's main street, spent two hours
enticing the kids on the street below withh bits of cigareties
and 'caramella' until the bambini were close enough to be
wetted by water showered down by the lieutenants.

And then at 2100 hours, the sguadron dragged tnelrnsupply-
laden bodies into waiting trucks, wiich drove them to the rail-
road stztion. Here the Red Cross offered coffee, domts, and
ice eream. ZEntreining tock place at 2200, but it was a full-
hour before -the ears slowly creeped out of Grosseto.

e railroad cars carrying the 57th Fighter Group to the
Naplezhstaging area lazied their way coutnward throughout the
sarly morning hours. Six-desp in the second and third-class
compartments of the Itelian couches, ﬁﬁﬂrﬂﬁp draped t%am?elvas
around the duffle bags, arms, and 2 gs ol Fneir fe}loms for e
fitful night's sleep. Shortly after 0700 aours,_tne train
sulled into the station at Home. Braokfast---this word is uged

for the lack of another---was served by a Transportation Corps
unit (recently aml obviously converted from a trucking organ-
ization). The meal, which was %o be the only cookesd foed for
the GIs until late that night, consisted in a messy-looking
and unidentifiable stew, with equally unreeongnizable coffee.

Several hours later, ter leaving Rome, the rail-lap of
the move wes corplsted with the arrival at Naples. Bags and
men changed to trucks for the half-hour push to Staging Area
Number Three. As darknemsrfell, the men of the weary, sweaty
Sixty-Sixth hungrily-packed away hot C rations, tumbled into
pyramidals, and fell inte tired sleep.
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16. This overseas sitaging-area, 3ix kilometers west of the

17.

18.

the port of Naplss, 1lies in a crater-like valley ringed on
all sided by high, lush mountains. Despite the hundreds of
trees which throw only abroken shade over the camp, it is trop-
ical hot, void of breezes, and dusty. The sguadron is housed
in winterized pyramidal tents, with eight men occupying each.
Beds' are double-decked wooden affairs, which, ag sleeping
places, make wonderful pieces of secrap-lumber. (Cots are un-
available). TFor the men of the Sixty-3Sixth, fresh from the
enchantment of biveuac in Grosseto, this pre-shipping
installation is a shocking let-down. Said one man petula tly:
"Ngbody ever located this place. Someone must'ave fallen

in L -

Juast how many days it will be before shipping time is un-
known to the men, but wiat is completely certd n is tuat there
will be details in great quantity until thae souadron lozds onto
its boat. TFurnished by the Sixty~Sixth will be: kitchen police
guards, latrine and shower orderlies, and policing groups.
Face& Dy this prospect, together with that of a poor stock of
food rations, the morale of the GIg-~--already well~-dampened
over the directness of the jump-off to La Pagific---has
tumbled even lower. The cheeriest note of the day is the
issuing of passes to Naples tomorrow.

Reveille has started. At 0645 this morning, the men
left the hard-wood softness of their sacks, split into the
three flighte that have been set up for the move, and answered
roll calls. For those not on details or working missions, the

cap offers several diversions: showers (hot, running water)

19,

are nearby; a newly=-constructed Red Cross club=-=="Crater
Haven"---presents a librery, ping-pomg tables, a piano, card
playing facilities, and, more important, daily servings of
cokes and local svirits. First-hand reports from the men who
returned from Naples' passes indicate that a large percentage §
of Grosseto's female population is, by some strange coinecidencs
in the former city.

Once more the GIs of the Sixty-Sixth unpacked their
duffle-bags, emptied the contents on their bunks, and went
through the boredom of a clothing and equipment sheck. This
was the second show-down inspection for the squadron in as
may weeks. Yetl shortages still were chalked up by the officess
and supply personnel in charge; small items such as knives,
spocns, caps, tent poles ard the like, predominated.

- 6 -
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20. The shortagews reported in yesterday's equipment were
issued this evening by the Quartermaster Supply section.

A At the same time each man was given two baggage tickets, to
be attached to his duffle and musette bags. The destination,
of course, was omitted from the tags, and the when and where
questions of this move still remain unknown to the men.
Rumors are making their inevitable rounds, with all the GIs
having their own (accurate) information. Today's crop of
guesses strongly favors a squadron move by the 27th of the
month.

21. As the thermometer continues on a steady up-grade,
the trucks for "Coney Island" are becoming more crowded each
day. The beach, which is manned by BES personnel and German
war prisoners, is sited along a stretch of the Bay of Haples,
on the Bagnoli side. Although the sand itself leaves much to
be desi red---it is a varied collection of stones---the "Island"
does possess: a large refreshment house serving iced bser
and coca=cola; a check-room; showers (cold, but running
water); shaded tables; and the smooth waters of the
Tyrhennian sea, the temperature of which is low enough to
relieve the mwt feverished body, yet warm enough to be
comfortable.

22, A feature-article in the local Stars and Strips gave
play to a new flood of rumors in the Sixty-Sixth area today.
The newspaper story dealt wi th the landing at lanila harbor
of the first troops to ba redeployed directly from Italy to
the Pacific. It went on to describe the "pearl of the
orient" as an embryonic staging-arez, to be the massing-place
for the predicted land invasion of China and/or Japan, to
become in fact,; a second Oran or NHaples.

To the men of this Pacifice-destined unit, the words
of the reported took on an added meaning. Those who have
been harping on Ckinawa and Iwo Jima as likely operatimnal
bases for the Fifty-Seveanth have, with the appearance of
this dispatch, changed thefr lyrics accordingly.

23, Adding to the redeployment woes of the men of this
unit, the laundry problem has reared its soiled and threat-
ening head. Many of theltalian civilians who made off with
bundles of dirty GI clothing---not to omit several bars of
much-prized soap=---have failed to return to the area; tne
final disposition of the property, it is safe to say, prob-
ably rested with the local "black-marketeers". To elimin-
ate this, the Staging Area authorities have banned all
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'lavare-gignorine' from the camp. This has left only two
alternatives: the QW laundry with its long (2 week) delay
in handling washing:; and the cleansing of his clothes by
the individual.

24, Ten days, the usual lengti of a unit's stay at a
staging area, have elapsed since the Sguadron's arrival in
the "Crater'", and---still---no alert has been called. For
all intents and purposes, the Sixty-Sixth=---like the man who
came to dinner---ig here for a protracted visit, a condition
that has caused no small displeasure among the men. Living
in pyramidals without any light or eleetricity, sleeping om
bunks of warped, wooden slats, literally boiling under a skin-
burning sun--=-gubjected to these conditions, the men certain-
ly nave little love for Staging Area Three. Mix these ingred-
ients with the factor of uncertainty which hangs over the
Exterminator's future, and you have a set-up that is, to use
the vernacular, snafu-ed.

26. Ernie Pyle's gripping, human portrait of the combat
veteran---GI Joe~-~--was shiown to tine men of the sguadron this
evening behind tue tent area in one of the first showings of
of the film overseas. Living up to its advance publicity
raves, the picture depicted true-to~life the simple tale of
the men who fought in this theater from the gloomy dasys at
Kagserine to the victorious hours at Rome.

Reactim s of the men in the movie area (which some
witty GI has christened the 'Pacific Theater') varied from
",s0it was damn good.«." to "...about time a picture like
this was madel®, Best liked, perhaps, were the small insig-
nificant touches of Italian life-~-the pathetic refugee chil-
dren...wildly gesticulating civilians...the lady of joy who
walted for the oncoming Allies...the rubble and chaotic mass
of destruction that is Italy today; for in such shots the
men of the sguadron saw themselves.

26. These hot Neanolitan days constitute a double per-
iod of "gweating it out". The weathér, for one thing, con-
tinues sultrily on its unabated heat wave, unbroken for months
by any rain or cloudy spells. 4And then there is the figur-
ative "sweating", the waiting for an outgoing transpart, and
the Pacific to which it will steam. As yet the only sure and
well-defined preospect for the GIs of the Sk ty-Sixth is that
the scorching Italian weather will eigher remain at its high
point of climatic suffocation, or will teke the only alterna-
tive and rise even higher. 7Vhen the unit will take to the
gangplank is shrouded in heavy mystery.
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The days themselves are passing uneventfully. ZAfter
morning reveille and roll-call, and those unfortunates whose
names had unhappily popped up for KP or guard-duty have de-
parted, the remaining members of the squadron loll in their
glatted bunks, write letters at the Red Cross, give the streets
of close by Waples a whirl, or at hest engage in athletics.
Lateat addition to the Ked Cross Club in Staging Number 3 is
a donuts-and-lemonade snack bar (Bring your own canteen cups...)

27. The first double=feature program in many months for most
of the GIs of the Sixty-3ixth was unveiled at the "Pacific
Theater" tonight with the overseas-peemiere of the two latest
prints to reach the MIOs "Back to Bataan" and "A Fell For
Adano". That the pictures were wvitally related to the scuadron
was clearly evident to the cspecity-crowd who lolled in tae
gsandy movie area behind the company streets. The latter of the
two photoplays dealt with the paste--the days is Sicily; the
former was, perhaps, a glimpse of the future and the Philippines.

28. Comforters came to the souadron area early this merming but
they got no farther than the Quartermaster Supply tent. They
hzd been intended for issue teo the back-weary men of the
sguadron, but a change of plan was effected by the supposition
that the entire group would be zlerted within the next few days.
So the comforters went back to the Staging Area warehouse and
the GIs went back to the pine-board bunks.

29. Ranking officers from Group Heedguarters paid the scuadron
aree an official visit today in an inspection of the bivouaec.
The only defection noted by the officers was the need for
policing-up of the Sixty-Sixth's end of the camp. Outside of
this, it was guiet, dormant, and--of course--not in the tents
of the exterminators.

30. Long delayed because of the annoying exigencies of move-
ment, the promised Squadron Beer Party will be held tomorrow
evening, Sergeant Mack announced at this morning's reveille
formation. ‘

In the afterncon came word that Lieutenant Richard V.
Kruse, 2 German prisoner since he was shot down over the Bren-
ner Pass last winter, had been awarded the Silver Star for gal-
- lantry in action on his last flight.

3l. It was the kind of party that defies all description. At
geven o'clock tonight the GIs of the Sixty-Sixth, looking some-
whst strange in clesn, freshly-pressed sun-tans, piled into
the FPBS Bsyside Club in downtown Naples. From thenon---until
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closing time at eleven---it was strictly a hilarious stag-
affair in which few holds were barred and beer flowed like
tears through the mouth, the thirsty mouth, of the Squadron.

Colonel Leaf gave the party its initial momentum by in-
troducing to the applauding enlisted men the fighter pilots
of the Sixty-Sixth. But after that Nature ran along its om
natural and unperturbed course. Next to beer ranked an eight-
piece Italian orchesira (1ed by a former Bostonite, no less)
end a floor-show featuring two provoecative dancers.

ol L0
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