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, , b' 12 iF Bl - • C
.

• , • • • . . . ' 6 Fi g t e r `S q . '
• • 1

• v u' :E ri I S URY

SFCR T
By ut CO

r A U R ' CTr F I Gri 6 t h Fi h t e r q .
A 50 • 1 Apr i l 1 4 5

.
C
- - t i a l s
3 0 A r 1 94 5

Sr J ECT : i s t or i c a Re c or d s .

TO : Co m i n Uf'f 'i c e r , 5 7 t h F i i t e r Gr o up , 65 0 , U
A1 :; ,

1 . Uu t l i n e li s t or y of t e SGt h F i i t e r S q a dr on f or t h
j e r i od 1 Apr i l 1 94 5 t u 3 0 r i l 1 94 5 .

a . Pr e s ex t d e i bn a t i on : u6 t h Fi h t e S qu r on , 57 t h
F i h t e r Gr o up , XX. 1 Ta c t i ea l i r Co an d , T e l f t h i r For c e .

b . C a n e s n Gr g r i z a t on : .(1 ) Ciia n e n d e s i n a t i on : lone
( ) C e i n Co : a nc i n Of f i c r : Non e
( ) C n e i n S t a f f Of f i c e r s ;

a I or Robe r t L , c l: l e n a s s u e d d u t i e s
o f F`ce c ut i v e Of f i c r , v i c e a ti or i a t s on . S t a i J r . , r e l i e v ed .(b ) Ca ; t a i n Pa S . S ex a uer a s s ed d ut i e s of
d j u t a n t v i ce l s t Li Ut e n n t S t a l ey . Si k i s r e l i e v e d .( 4 ) C ng e s i n T/ 0 : one

c . S t r e r: t h , Co : s s i on ed a nd En .l i s
t d :

(1 ) on t h of A r i l 1 94 5
(a ) 1 Apr i l 1 945

1 Co: i s s i on ed : G
2 Fr i s t e d : 44

, -{b ) I e t L c r e a s e : -
1 Cc : s si oned : 12 -

.i s t e d : r
( c ) RTe t De c r e a s e : =

Co: : s s i on ed : l -̀- 'c.l i s t e d : 7
{d ) 5 pr i l 1 945

1 Co . i s s
i on e d : 5 9

_ Enl sted : 4

d . St tions ;
(l 2: a e af St a t i on : Gr o s s e t o L . G. , I t a l y(a j a t e of •r i va l : " " a r t y , i l e t . 1 944 ,

; •t y , 21 e t . 1 44
( ) I i e of St a t i on : Vi -! l a f r an ca L . G. , I t a l y • ; •(a ) Da t e o f r .v

l : " A " a r t y , 2 9 A r i 1 4 5 : .'

. •
e . ov e en t s :

( 1 ) " " a r t 'r o : Gr s s t o L . . ,
I t a l t o Vi l l a -

: • '.r a I - 1y '( a } : o s : , .
C . o f -c i n .

R C
!
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12 - 31- l C .
AN eb

_. . . . . • .
• . • . -. . 6 t h I i h t e S q .

VU L T:E . J r u Y

SEC E'T
By Aut C

>< ; T 6 T FI G T 66t h F i c u t e r Sq .
6 5G 1 r i l 1 94 5

.
C ( it i a 1
3 0 r i l 1 94 5

(b D t e :
1 5 o 3b ov e r d e r " d " t a t i on s )

( c ) T, d e of t r a v e l :
1 L:o t or c nv oy

(d ) Co d i t i on of r oa d s , c on v e c e , a n.
d ea t he r

1 Ge e a . .y ood
-

f
, a l I1S :

(1 ) aue : I t a i a n
( ) Du atio : Sti in ro ress

,
G erations :
(1 ) C pa i n : I t a i a n
( a t u e of G r a t i o : Di v e b o b i ng , r med Re c ce ,

e a t le r r e c c e , n d a i e a c ov e r
(3 ) I b e r of r s s or s a d Sor t i e s f or t e per i od 1 A r l

1 94 5 t l r u 3 0 pr l 1 94 5
(a ) : s s i on s : 5?
(b Sor t es : 945

(4 ) Re s u t of mos t i mp c r t a t mi s s i cn ;
' s s i on 1 54 2 of 23 A r i l 1 94 5

a ) De s t r u c t i on of mot or t r u c ;s a n or s e dr a n v e i c l e s .

h . Co a .d n g Of i c e r on i por t t i s s i on :
l s t Li e a t ena n t 'r a y r e S . Dod a s

i . Lo s s e s Ac t i on ;
( 1 ) i l l e d i n Ac t i on

( a I ame ; l s t Li eu t e r t Loui s G. a ys I
1 Da t e : 8 A r 1 94 5

(b ) a me : l s t Li e t e z a n t i n s V. S i
1 Da t e : 2 9 A ' 1 945

( 2 ) . : s n : c t i on :
( -; ) ; e ; n d L: u t e , n t V r n on R . Pe t r s o

1 Da t e ; 1 7 r 1 945
(b ) a ue : l s t Li u t e n an t Ro r t . Ur cu t t

1 Da t e : 0 A r i l 1 945
(3) Duty to Death :

(a ) Na e : l s t L i eu t e r n t Cr•a r l e s . y b e r r y
1 Date : 16 April 1945

(4 ) Tiie f o l o i n g i l Ot
f
e
De c e

ea
e r 1 94 i s

n
w
t
l i s t e d

n h e Ou t l n e l s t or y f or t ne on t

a s a r i s or er of ' a r : l s t Li e u t , Ha r r y L . Go a n ;

SEC T
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. • • - s . ' .
' 66th gh er Sq.

G TL .I ST RY

SECR T
By Auth CO

ART . 66TH FIG 6 t h Fi t er Sq,
APO 650 1 pr i l 1 94 5

C. . t i l s
3 0 pr l 1 94 5

j, Presentation of A rds to ast a d present members o

t is organizatio .(1 ) The f ol l o ng named : e ber of t hi s or gani zat i on
has b en awsr ed the ilver S r for Gallantry in Action com at

aga i n s t t he e ne y .(a ) Li e u t enan t i : 1 r A. And r s on
(2 ) The f o l l o i n na ed embe r s of t hi s or gan i za t i on

have be e n awar de d k L a f Cl us t e r s t o t he Di s t i ngui s ed Fl y g
Cross for extraordi ry ach evement co bat aga nst the ene .

( a Ca t a i n Le on S . an s en
(b ) Ca pt a n char d L . J o :ns on (l s t & nd )

(3 ) The f o l o a e d membe r s of t s or a i z a t i on .
have been awarded the Distin u s ed Fl • Cross or extraordi ry

a ch e v ement n c omba t a ; a i n s t t he e ner .(a ) Li eut enan t Car l . e i s enbe r ger
(b) Capta arold A. Swanson
( c ) Ca pt a i n r ol d . c o ne l l
d ) Li eu t e an t Dav i d T. Hut t o

4 ) The
t he

1
14
t
h a eaf l us t er

o
t o
t
t e Ai

r edal
l
or

.ve be en a arde
me r i t o r i o s a c e v e en t i comb t a i r s t t he e ne y .

( a ) Li e ut e r an t Col one l Ci r l es C. Le a f
( 5 ) The f o . .ow n g na e d membe r s of t h i s or g a i z a t i on

ave e e a ar ded t he 9t h ak Lea f Cl t e r t o t h Ai r eda l f or
meritorious achievem nt n co bat against the ene .

) Capt a n L On E. Ja s en
(b ) Ca pt a i n Ri c rd L . o i .s o

(6) The fo owin med embers of th s orga zation

av e be en awar ded t he t h Oak a f C t er t o t he Ai r e da l f or
r i t or i ous a c i Ve en t c o ba t a g a:.n s

t t he en e .
a ) Ca pt a ue t J . os s
(b ) Li at e a t i 11 r A . de r s on
(c ) Captai arold A . Swanson

( 7 ) The f o l l o v ng a ed .e be r s of t i s or an i za t i on
ve been a arded the 5th ak Leaf Cluster to t e r edal for

e r i t or i ou a ch i ev e e nt i n comba t aba i n s t t e e ne .
a Capt a i n Ge org e . s i t e s
(b ) Ca t a i n a r ol d ; S ans on
( c ) Capt i Ha r ol d E . cDo n e l l

SECRET
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, 12 -A l - .
F.CRE

AN / b
. .. . . ` 6 6t Fi gh t e r q . '

UUT I E ISTvRY

S RE
By Aut h C0

HEADQ A TF 66TH FIG ' 66 t h Fi t e r S q .
p0 65 1 Apr l 1945

C Int i al s
3 0 pr i l 1 945 '

( g ) The f o l l ov ng r a ed . em
be r s of t h i s o r g ar i za t i on

hav e ee awa ded t ue 4 t k Lea f Cl us t er t o t e r eda l f or

me r i t or i ou a c e ve en t i n co ba t a g i s t t he en emy
(a Li e ut enan t Dav i d T . Hut t on
(b ) i e u t en an t Lo s G. y s I I I
( c ) Li e u t e .an

t 9 1enn r . Koe i l g
(d ) Li eu t enant Euge ne D . K ar_z us

h
( 9 ) The f o l l owi n g na ed me be r s of t hi s or g i za t i on

r av e be en awar de d t e 3r d Ua Le f Cl us t er t o t he i r Ieed l or

meritor ous ae eveme t in c mbat against tle ene y .
( a ) Li eu t e nant Ke e t h R . Le i s
{b Li e u t e nant Euge ne D . Kr an zush
( Li e u t ena t Lo s 0 . H y s I I
(d Lieutenant Gecrge . lackb n Jr
( e Li e u t e nan t at t hew ' . e i an
(f ) Li e u t e n nt Tr u ; R . e r on
{g ) Li e u t e a n t Samue l Z. Hun .i cu

t t
(h ) L e ut enant Gl e nn . K e ng
(i} Lieute ant Ai e is V . S th

, cu te ant Ja es . one s
1 0 i

e
f o l o i ng na. mbe r s of t hi s o rg ni za t i on v e be en

awarded the 2nd Oa Le Cluste to tne Alr edal or meritorious

a chi ev e rnen t i n c or ba t a ga n s t t he e r.em .(a ) Li e ut enan t Jo n . Bo an
(b ) L: eut e a t Loui s 0 . y I I I
(c) Lieut nant a the F. ei
(d ) L ut e an t El vau hn : Johns on
(e ) Li eut enan t J es A . Jones
( f Li c u t e nan t ohn P . .

l l e r I I I
( g } Li eu t e an t Robe r t B . - r cut t
(h) Lieutenant Ray U . Fandel

(11 ) The f ol ov i n amed me be r s of t hi s or gan i zat i on have
be e n awar de d t e l s t Oak Lea Cl us t e r t b t he Ai r e da l f or mer i t or i ous
ac eveme t n combat against the ene y .

{a ) Li e u t e na t I a t i u R . a rko s k i
(b Li e ut ena t Ri ci a d F . S e ene y

(12 ) The f o1l o i ng n me d me be r s of t s or ga i za t i on hav e
be en a a ra e d t he Ai r e da l f or e r .t or

i o a cn i e v e t c omba t

against the ene .( a ) Li e at enant a r ry B , ons e
(b ) Li eu t e s.r t

Ri c a rd F . S ee ne y
( c ) Li e u t e r an t Ve r non R . Pe t e r s on
(d ) i e u t e r n t "i ._

l i am F . C n i n g aa

S C T
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- '- - . . .
c b

.• . . .fi o t h F i h t e r Sq .

UU L I S URY

SECR T
Ry uth CO

I:A J TERS T F I G T 66t h F i h t e r S q .
C 650 1 A r l 1945

C. .I t i a l s
3 0 r i l 94 5

( e ) Li e u t e n t J o :u . G oz o r ue
( f ) Li e u t r t J a e s : . I z z i r
( ) i c u t e r n t Roh e r t G. C a y

(1 3 )The f ol l o i n n a e d e : o r s of t h i s or a r i z a t i on : v e e e
award ed t h e Oa Le f C u s t e r t o t h e u l e ie a r t f or a un d s Ac t i n .

(a ) C ,a t a i C r l e s E . icCr ea r y

, n c l o s e d i s t h e Un i t J ou r r a l of E en t s of t h e 66 t h gh t e
S q . d r on

f o r t h e pe r i od 1 Apr 1 1 945 t h r u 3 U A; r i l 1 94 5 an d Spe c a l -
Ac c ou t of : _s i on

1 54 of 2 3 l r l 1 94 5 .

C . C. I E F r
Lieut. olonel ,

ir Corps,
Co : a n i . '
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. . . S CR T . .
. . .. ,

She e t Ao . 9 , Un i t J : r n a l of Lven t s - 66 t h i gl t e r Sq dr on .

ion t of Apr l , 1 94 5 . Pre p ed by A . N. Apo s t ol ou , l s t Lt . , C.

Spe af a l Acc ount of i s s i on No . 1 542 of 23 Apr i l 1 94 5 f r om
Gros s e t o , I t a l y

A/C PILOT

94 Dodds
75 Lee

2 P-47 s of 66 Sq. carryi 4 500 lb . G .P. bonbs t
. nst. nose

and non-delay tail fuses directed by I/F Joe D/B 'd lar e tan
o chard just S , of Ser de . - no hits . H/F Joe directed a a to
strafe 20 plus " T and 30 plu V 's in wooded area at F-840105 .
2 a/a made a total of 20 straf ng asses leaving the whole area
f l a e wi t h 1 5 pl u T d 2D V ' s de s t r oy ed . A.. ea c on t n ue d t o

burn possibly dest . al /T and DV . In ar_o
ther ooded area ju t

S . of t i s p o t 2 V we r e d St . 2 / T a d 1 0 V a l f l me r s a t
F-837093 . Area b n g fiercely with blaak smoke . Dest. 6 DV at
F- 83 50 91 . J s t S . of t i s po i n t 1 s t r af i ng pa s s br ou t a l ar ge
e x pl os i on wi t h whi t e smoke f r om 1 / T . / c c on t i nued t o s t r af e
i n a r e a a r oun F- 841 0 de s t . i n f l ame s 2 0 mor e / T wi t 1 5 pl u

, d 30 plus V dest. The whole ar the river ben as
ar o ed wi t h 11/ T and and a t l e as t 3 l a rg e f i r e s wer e s e e n f r om
ar ea wh e n a / a l e f t . The / T r e pa rked du h y s t a ck s , ood
area and we l camouflaged . At least 20 perso el w re ed .

SECR
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. SE RE ' • '
. - - . ., . .

Sheet 'No.
1
,
Unit Jou nal of vents - 6 th Fighter Sq adron .

'

Ion t h of Apr l , 1 94 5 . P e pa e d by . h: . b p o s t ol o u , l s t Lt . , b .

DAY EI TS

1 De s p i t e h e a vy ope r a t i on s mo s t of •t h e men s t i l l f ou d t i e t o
participate in ster religious cere onies . The spring sport
s e a s on i s gr a d ua l l y a l l i ; n t o swi an d n i g it l y on e f n d s

' the en play ng volley ball , softbal , pitchin horse shoes
and so e few are even contemplat n traini for a scled ed
t r a ck me e t . i n t r - s qua dr on s of t b a l l e a g e i l l s t a r t
t h i s ve e n d s h or t l y c o pe t i t i on e r a g ed f or o t h e r
sports,

O r able Specia ervice a ,
S/S t, arty Row d

,
is

i c ha r e of t s pr o r a .

2 Beh nd ou squadron op rations build n e now have a
1 un dr e d f o ot s q a r e of "Cou t r y Cl ub " a t o s ph e r e . pl o t
o grass as been tr nspla ted an to t is once barren ground
and severa home built chairs and tables help the p lots to
relax while sippi their Red Cross co ee . O r sq dron
r ad i o d e p a r t men t a s f ur n i s r.e d a l oud - s pe a k e r wh i ch s u ppl i e s
latest news reports and music.

3 "Vi t h t h e i mpen d i n d r i v e by t h e F f t r y d ue t o c o enc e
shortly several of our pilots ar be tra ned to vector
pl a e s f r om "Rov e r J oe a n d a f ew i l o t s wi l l f l y t h e L- 5
and vector planes from the air . O y experienced pi ots
s u ch a s f l i t l e a d e r s wi l l pe r f o r t e s e d u t i e s a s i t
entails a thorough k owled e of close support work . S/S t.Le s t e r E . Fr o s t h a s be e n a c ce p t ed f or n f a n t r y Of f i c e r s Tr a n g
a d s h or t l y i l l e a ve f or Ro e f or s e ven v e ek s of t en s i v e
trainin . Two enlisted men ,

S t. H n . Ca pbell and
P.F .C . Janes T ner ,

have been transfered to the Infantry

, as the squadron s quota of non-essential person el .

' -
4 For t s eek's "I & E feat e the picture "Tunisian Victory"

wa s s h own . To d a t e t he " I & E" p r o gr a h a v e n o t e t i t h
t ie a ppr ov of t h e e l i s t e d n . e h our i s d ev o t ed we e l y
and it has been found impossible to work this ti e nto the
da ly schedule due to co liction with operational activities.Th e en d o n ot we l come t h e pr og r a n t he e v e n . an d wi t h
the lengt ening da light a operations,

it will mean leav ng
the flight line in the even to proceed to n " I m eti ,The compl int against the r Educational P ctures , ma ly
t h os e pe r t a i n i n g t o a c t ua l comba t , i s t t t he y a e s t e r e o-
typ - if you see one , you ve seem them a l

. hat t e men
w t sre lectu es by capable , we l i for ed nstructors on

SECRET
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, , • . •
5 C ET

.
• • . • .. ,. • .. . .. . . .She e t o . , Un i t J o r n a l of Even t s - 6 6 t h Fi gh t e r S a on .

on t h of Apr , 1 94 5 . Pr e pa r e d by A. N. p o s t o l ou , l s t Lt . , AC

DAY EvEr T

such topics as worl econo cs an forei puiicy ,
labor ,

gover ent , subjects that w l enlig t n the on hat h s be n
happerin since they left the States a most three years a$o an
a y h e l p t o pr e ve n t t h e o c c ur en c e of a n o t er wa r .

5 The first long operational day of the ar found the men up be-f or e da n a d i t wa s s e v en t h i r t y i n t h e e ve r n g be f o r e t h e
p l a we r e p a r k e d f or t h e n i g i t . F r o n ow on , t h e r e w l be
plenty of ard work ,

but everyone s well prepared as there s
b e en n o e x t r a e f f or t s s e d f or d u i n t h e l a s t f o r mon t . Th e
ne Air Corps Technician badges have b en issued to the hundred
or or e qu l i f i ed men on t h e f l i l t l i . e wh o a r e a i r c r a f t e c h -
.
i c s , powe r pl t s e c a l i s t s , a r or e r s , o r r a d i o e eh a c s .The badge is really a decorative asset to o Eisenhower jacket

an d t h e men r o l y s por t t em wr en t h ey d r e s s u p e ven i n. s .

6 The wee y dance of the enlisted men s been he d now for about
two mont and despite the best efforts of the " go getters "
t h ey v.e r o t b e e n a bl e t o i d uc e t h e n i c e r g i r l s of Gr o s s e t o
t o a t t en d . Tl ey av e b e en mor e t n s u c c e s s f u l i n a t t r a c t n g
the " run of the ll " fe ales but the better class women sti l
el de their most persuasive inv tations, There is no question
that t e ever present sand ches and coffee are a def te
attraction to ost o the signorinas as was evidenced by the
f a c t t t t wo women ve r e s ee n a t t h e l a s t d an ce s t uf f n g f ood
t o l a r ge p e r b a g s .

? A the res t of two cases o laria reported i t e squad o
t o da y , a a r i a con t r ol e f f or t s h av e b e en d oub l e d . n i n s pe c t i on
is being ade to see tiat all perso el re using mosquito nets
d a .edical n stands in the chow li e of the enlisted men to

see t: t atabrine is taken da 1y . nless it is a psychologic l
reason ,

it is difficu t to understand w y some me use every
nown excuse an ruse in order not ta e the atabrine ,

8 Th e good r e s u l t s o f f o u m s s i on s t o- da y we r e ov r s a c owed by
t h e l o s s of or e of our f l i h t a d r s . n r ou t e t o ba s e f r om
a s u cc e s s f ul d i v e b omb g a t t a c on Sa r br a i o i n t h e Br e r e r
Pa s s .,

Li eu t e r a n t o s 0 . a y s f l e d r e c t l y i f r on t of h i s
l aders propeller a d h s entire empe na e was she red off .De s pi t e a va a t t empt t o ba i l ou t , h e p l u ed t o h i s dea t h
about forty miles northwest of Grosseto, ieutenant heron
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DAY EVENTS

s il fu ly reta ed control of his a rcraft and although he con-
templat d bailing out of the vibrat ng plane ,

he success ully
lan ded at base with two of h s prope lor blades completely mangled .

9 U. S . O. Ln i t s of t en br i n t o t o n ma f a ou s r ovi e an d s por t pe r -
sonages, actors and actresses, plus the a chor nes who are easy
on o ur e e s e s pe c i a l l y a f t e r b e i g awa y f r om ho e s o l on g . J ohn
.l , a Hol l wood s t a r f or y y e a r s , s pen t a f e v hou s on t h e

line today tal g to ou pilots, and his fem n .ne companio
'Ne n dy on c o , d e t h e en f or ge t a a b o ut t e h or r or s of wa r .
The pilots have always f ed very well with the fem le U .S .O.Tr o u pe r s an d d u i n t h e i r s t e y i n t own , t i e of'f i c e r s c l ub i s t h e
s c en of an y p r t i e s .

1 0 t h e i d s t of a l t e p os t wa r pl r i n g , s e v e r a l of t h e e l i s t e d
men have formu ated a unique plan . Eight men who went thro h a
the exc tement nd adventures of the last three years decided some
t i e a g o t o s t a ge a r e un i on g a t e r i n g a f t e r t h e wa r , The i p or t a t
factor woul be tre f ancial backing so every onth they contributed
eight dol ars to a sav gs accou t mainta ned for them by a ban i
New York . Recently they d d some rapid addition and ere a azed to
f d t h a t t h e a s s e t s amou t ed t o on e t h ou s a n d d f or t f i v e
dollars . With a sum er wee end pla ed in the irondacks that.
su as considered a

,
uite adecu te nd contributions have been dis-

cont nued .

11 Colonel eaf recently secured a th ty three foot crash launch at
a nearby harbor from the Ita ian s who had scuttled it th n n t t
it h d been da a ed by a Germar_

hs d grenade . T e la nch as hauled
t o o r f i el d wh e r e p i l o t s s pe n t a h ou s s cr a p i n t he u l l , c a u l -
x it

,
do n inor repairs,

d then a complete pa t job . A trip
as de to alermo to procure an en ne d t rough the e erosity
of the U.S.Navy , a Gray ar e 5 horse power eng ne capable of
do .n

th rty five miles an hou is on its ay . Radio qu psent has
be en t a .

l e d a n a s s oon a s t h e f i s h n t ou ch e s ha v e be en c om-
pleted nd t e official launc in has t en place ,

the boat w l
serve as Air Sea Rescue ch for the Group . On non operat onal
days trips ill be made to some of the scenic islands along the coast.

12 novel stage attraction appeared at t e ilitary Theater this
even ng and most of the squ dron attended . The revue was a Rome
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Ttalian Troupe boasti o twent beaut ful women , s ten piece
orchestra and several co edi s. One hu dred l re was the ad s-
s i on f e e a n d i t a s we l l o r t h t he mon ey . The c o e d i a s h a d t h e
a ience ro ling in the aisles with laughter a d t e beaut ul

chorines ith the r scanty attire had the G .I.s han in from the
chandeliers ta g c ndid ca era shots. So e of t e U .S.O . shows
could learn about enterta ni g an audience from these Italian Troupers

1 3 At 1 8 :3 0 t h i s e v en i n g s i x s t a l wa r t s ) of t h e s qu ad r on of f i c e r s
tac led a sextet of Group Hq. officers n what proved to be other
"f i r s t " f or 6 6 t . Th e "f i r s t " 'r a pp en e t o b e t e i n i t i a l v i c t or y

a v a t h l e t i c con t e s t f or t e G6 Of f i c e r s . Th e f i r s t t wo vol l e y
ba g ame s we r e i a r d f ou g ht b u t f oun d ou r t e m v i c t or i o u s . The
t i r d , an d c i n ch i game of t he t h r e e ou t of f i v e s e t s a 6 6 f i n i h
i n a b l a z e of g l o r y by " s u k n g " our op pon r t s by t he s c or e of 1 1 t o
0 . No t on e t o r e s t on t h e i r l u r el s of f r s t bl o od of t ne s e a s on ,t h e of f i c e r s t h en t o ok on , an d d e f e a t e d , a t e am of ' e n l i s t e d me n
f o Gr oup e a d qu a r t e r s . Sp i r i t s rer e i i gh an d e r e l i t e d a s t h e
officexs celebrated tleir victory at the Club bar later in the evening

1 4 I n c on j u c t i on wi t h t h e F i f t h of f en s i v e s t a r t i n g t h i s mor n . ,the squadron flew 't elv missions today . ost of the fii hts were
directed agai st ene y co nd posts and 'neavy artillery ositions
an d t e l i gh t Con t r ol l e r c o en d e d o J a ck po t f l h t s u on t e
accurate bomb ng several ti es d ng th day . The flight line was
a beehive of activity from da n till dusk but the men ent through
t h e r pa c e s i t a r en e e d v i or t hs t ha s be en l a c k i n g f or a y
onths. Routine bo b g of co mu cation lines has a def ite de-
mor a l i z n e f f e c t on t h e mor a l e of t h e r o nd c r ews a s we l l a s p l a t s
but close support work d r ng a drive f ds the men giv n their
be s t wi t ho u t c ompl a i n t .

1 Con t u c l o s e s u ppor t of t h e F i f t h A y of f en s i ve t h e s qua d on
f l e t e .s s i on s t o a y t o t a l r g f or t y s e ven s or t i e s . To s c on e r ha d
a flight became airborne th n another flight landed and h d to be
refueled and reloaded - everyon as busy all day . Those memb rs
of t e s qu a dr on wh o we r e n ot en g a e d i n t h e f l i g i t l e a t t e n d e d
an Italian stage show at the litary theater featu i g the world
fa ou Buono Brothers. This extravaganza was the best seen over-
s e a s b y t h e s qua dr on t o d a t e , f or e n t e r t a i x en t , f a r s r pa s s i g
a r f e eb l e U, S . O, a t t emp t t o en t e r t a i n n a i en ce , wi t h t h e i r
us l cor ma s t e r of c e r e or i e s , e v e r pr e s en t c c or d i on pl ay e r
nd a sex y blonde tap d cer .
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D Y E TS

1 6 No l e s t a n e l e v en .s s
i on s : cr o s e d t .e b omb l i rje t o - d a y t o

s of t e t h e s t e e l r u t of e r e r r e s i s t an ce a a i s t t iae F i f t

y s " s r i pu s h " on a o t er a l l ou t d a y . I r on i c a l l y o
s o l e c a s u l t y t o - da y o c c ed on a n on - o e r a t i na l f l i gh t .
i e a t en a n t Cl a r l e s W. a y b e r r y i l e s l ow t i i g a ne en i n e ,

crashed near rbetello and was killed . Th cause of the

a c c i d en t i s u own an d t e l o s s of t h e pi l o t wa s d e e pl y f e l t
by everyone.

1 7 Gr o d c r e s r e t u r n i g f or t h e i r a l s a f t e r a r e c or d b r e a ng
d y w ch had us f'lying t rt en ssions tot l g f fty sorties

wer e pl e a s a t l y s l r i s ed t o f i n d a n i dea l n e me s a r r a n geme n t .
The di n hall co sists of two l rge roo and a th d is used

for a kitc e . ess its have been discarded in favor of ti

tray ch are carried by waiters to the men seated at tables .
Even t e much disliked " C " rations tasted govd to-day in t e

pleasant atmos here .

18 ct r a S qua d r on a c t i v i t i e s a n d s o c i l a f f a i r s l v e t empor a r i l y
taken a back seat as pilots and gro nd crews cont nued t:e

extensive operations once gain to-day .
Ni htfall f nds one

iversal gath ri spot, " the sack , " for no one as the

- des re or ener to be an ere else. '

19 The tension and sorrow wh c ermeated the sq dron si ce the

sudden death of the esident was anno nc d have begu to dis-
pel with the passin of ti e . he loss of t e Co der - in -
Cr ef has been felt by the men . The goodwi messa e ' ritten
by Fresident Roosevelt ( distributed amongst the en coming

overseas in 1942 and the t ee nit citation a rds given
t o t he or ga n i z a t i on f or ou t s t a nd i n g pe r f or m ce of d u t y ha d

made every ember of the sq adron eel th t the Co a der - -
Ch ef as a " personal friend .

" Everyone s red the com on
thought : ho ironical t at President Roo evelt who worked

so hard to attain victo a .d peace for the Uni ed States and

t h e Un t e d l a t i on s , wa s n ot d e s t i n ed t o l i v e t o s e e t he r i t
of i s e f f or t s . .

20 T e intensity of aperations d ing the past week is best sho
by the d ily avera e of eleven missions and forty-six sortie
d t e pe r i od . T s r e a x ka b l e ou t put h a s b een a c e ompl i s ed
on l y by a ma x i mum of e f f or t on t e >a r t of t h e e n t i r e s q a dr on .
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or.t h of Apr . , 1945 . Pre par ed by A. N. A os t ol ou , l s t Lt . , AC

DAY E TS

The en h v e be en pl ugg i . g a a y a t t h i s " ar bus i ne s s " f or
close to three years and as the result a closely itted org-
i z a t i on h .s b e n f or med . A n t r i ca t e pi e c e of a ch n er y

never wor ed an smoother t an ou sq adron has du ng recent

we e ks .

1 To-day we d proof that t e terrific costs n Air en and ai -
craft d i the continous , routine interdiction program ave

not been in v in . The u is fi ally retreati g across the

pl a s out h of t he Po but p ot s an d r o nd cr e s s pen t mo s t

of t h e ay " s e a t i ng out " a t en - t en t c l ou e ov er a e . The
temptation of the lucrative tar ets va:lable proved too much

f or Ca pt a i n o n s on an d t a i g t o a i r cr a f t of f . t e
t he

a f t e r noon , a t t a c ed a conv oy of ene v ehi c l e s . en hi s a s o l e

and am uni t i on be gan t o r l ow he r e t ur n ed wi t h a t a l y of

n o l e s s t hax t hi r t y f our t r uck s de s t r oy ed i n f i ames and t i r t e en
damaged .

2 To-day proved to be a " red letter " day for fighter bo bers
in Italy nd t e Sixty- ixth Squadron naged to s are n the
" ill g." F y g twe ty t ee missions total forty eight

sorties bet e C635 hours in the morn ng a d 025 hours
the eve n , the s u d on ,

in a virtual field day of destructio ,
s t r ea . ed e ne t r ans or t by de s t r -i n on e u dr ed an d t i i r t y
t ee trucks and da agin fifty s . Ev ryone on the flight

l ne was on h s toes all day p lots ere on alert n the
telli ence room continuous y , and as soon as an aircraft as

r e f u l
. an

d r e l oaded , i t v a s on i t s ay i n t o t he a i r .

3 C n t u t he s l a ught e r o Ge r an t r a s or t col f l e e
nor t h ar d f r om t he once -s t a gna t pen i ne ba t t l e - f e l d s , t e
s q on f l e t en t y t o mi s s i on t ot a l i n or t y i ve s or t .e s

' arother al out day . Gro d per on el are reporti to the
0 derely Room to state the preferenee as to hether they

ou d l i ke a di s char e r om t he on " VE or V " day . No t
t oo uch cr ed i t y i s pl a c ed i n t s c ae s t i o i r e a s o s t r e n
f e e l i t j u s t not he r one of t h e Ar ' s " Ga l up Po s . "

4 With the Armies progressin at a rapid paee over the plains of

the Po, e are le t farther d fart er behind the bomb l e .
Therefore , anticipation of a move preparations are be

ad e s o t ha t when t 'rle " o a ..e ad " s i r a i g v er_, t he s q a r on

SECFE
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l ou , l s t Lt . , C .

DAY EVE ^

will be ready .
The longer e re:a n overs as ,

the ore diff-

icult it becomes to break cam . On the desert it requ red t o

hours to put the show on the road but d rin the last year more

and more equ p ent has necessitated ore vehicles d t e .

25 To - d ay , t h e s q d r o f l e w e i gh t e en s s i on s i s u pp or t of t h e
Fi t h A , wh i ch s s t i l l d va r!c g i n n or t h e r n I t a l y . A

nu b e r of t h e Gr ou p ' s f or me r h t i n gr o un d s h v e be en o ccu pi ed

by A erican troops nd everyone is eagerly waiting to move up

_t o t h e muc wor k e d - ov e r co n t r y P:or t r o t h e Po i ve r . Th e
" A " part personnel l ow w ich vehicles they are dri ing

the forthcomin ove and are all set for the " o " si al .

26 To-day the squ dror.
increased its lead n the Group aircraft

victory table ; L eutenant Lee shot dow a now-rare essersch : tt

109 to put us 23 victories ahead of 64 Souadron a_
d 28 v ctories

ead of 65 Sq adron . n addition ,
d ing one o the twelve

missions flown to-day ,
t o of our aircraft stra ed Ghedi air-

dr ome ( a f or me r Ge r a n h or r e t s ' n e s t ) a n d d e s t r oy ed s e ven
twin engined enemy aircraft on the ground n flames . The orders

ca e this evening to move tomorrow morn , ard the sq dron

was a veritable bee-hive of activity til d-nig t - p c i g

personal belo ngs and departmental equipment .

27 Solid overcast at base ept trie aircraft bro nded til 1400

hou s hen two missions braved t e weather to reco noiter the

Lake Garda area . S ver l mvre of t e enem 's fast-disappe ri

motor tru ks were destroyed a ter ho of h ntin .
At eight

o 'clock this morn n " A " party left Grosseto and began its

long trek nort ard tow a Villafranca-Verons airdrome.
The

day trip was uneventfu e cept for the scenes of destruction

a d devastation i the Got e Lir_e area .
At ni e n the eve-

n g the convoy p• led i to a sta in area a few miles outside

of olo na where the ni ht was spent sleep g nder t e stars .

28 Tee ng rain this morni forced us to postpone o first ta e-

of til n e o 'clock . he pilots ade up for their late start

by d e s t r oy i n g f i f t y f i v e e n e mot or t r u ck s i n an o t h e r s t r a f i n g
field day .

An air echelon of inechanics nd armorers has been

alerted to fly to Vil ranca via transport plane immediately
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ter the Thunderbolts leave rosseto .
" A " p rty was awakened

by rain early the morn n and as t ere was no i ediate

shelter in the area , everyone ust stoo ro d s eatin it out.
However ,

the ra n eonti ued throu hout most of the day and it

wasn t lor.g
before the area was one big u puddle . Due to hi

pr i or i t y t r a f i c on t he r oa d s , t e cor.v oy v a s f or c ed t o wa i t
u n t i l t h e e a r l h our s of t e f o l l o i n g mo r n i g t o de pa r t .

2 9 On c e mo r e ou a i r c r a f t s we pt t h e s k i e s t r c ugi ou t n i n e s s i o s
i n s e a r ch of op por t . e t a r ge t s . On e of o ur f l i g i t l e a de r s ,
Lieutenant Aikens V . Smith , ss killed to-day .

is body struc
the empe nage of his aircraft as he atte pted to bail out South

of Fl or en c e f or r e a s on s u n o n . Th e Po V l l ey pr ov e a r e ve l -
a t i on t o t e e b e r s of " " pa r t y h o f ou d t h e pi c t ur e s qu e co u t r
side mueh to their lik ng . The convoy pu led into Villafran¢a
about ei t in the morning a ter a five our drive from Bolo .
Sh or t l y a t e r t : e i r a r r i va l Co l on e L a f f l e a n d i m ed i s t e l y
started look ng for a su table camp site. A cluster o s
buil gs ,

for rely occu ed by Germa troops, was lo ated about

t ee iles from t e field nd ca p was i ediately set up. Unt l

the bu•ild gs have been thoro g y clea ed and re aired , persor el
il live in tents.

30 Operations continued rom Grosseto but by early a ternoon the
pl a n e s ha d d e pa r t ed f or Vi l l a f r a c a n t e t o f l y a f e s i o
f r om t e n ew l a d g gr o und . i t v i e w of t h e s n ow ca ppe Al
" A " pa ty sp nt the day putti .

the camp n shape but in the

e ve n g m y of t he e n s t a r t ed a t o u of t h e c oun t r y s i de .
contrast to the usual greeting by the abitants of ou former

station ,
the loc l popu us re e tremely affable .

As we are the
f i r s t e r i c a n t r o ops _ t

h s s e c t i on , t h e pe o pl e h av e or e ed u p
the r homes to toast t e " liberators " as we are called .
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