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. 12AF- l - l S N cbb
•

HEA QUARTE SIXTY- S XTH F . S .

. G. 314 . ? AP 650 , U S A ,
31 Dece ber 1944.

SU JECT: storical Records.

TO : Co mand n General, X 1 Tactical A Co m nd, A O
650, U S A .

1. Outl e story of the 66th Fi hter Sq dron for th

period of 1 Decembe t u 31 December 1944.

a . re s ent de s i a t i on : 66t h F . S . , 57t h F. G. , .l
T . .C. , A.F.

. hange in attac ent: None

c. C ge n assi ent : None

d . Change n Com and g Officer; None

e . Change n St f Gf f i cer s :
(1 ) jor St rt fl , Va Slyke assu ed the duties

of E e cu t i v e Of f i c r , v i c e a j or Al r ed P .
allet rel eved .(2) ajor St rt 0. Van Slyke assu d the duties
of Trans por ta t i on Of f i c er , v i ce l s t Li eut enan t
Donald . Per le relieved.

• (3 ) t Li eut en t a e s W. r y a s su ed t he dut i e s
of Co nication Officer , vice Capta Ric rd
L. Jo nso relieved.

f. Strength , co issioned a d enlisted:
(1 ) on t h of De cember , 1 44 .(a) 1 December 19 4

1. Com ssioned : 60
2 . Enlisted : 24

(b ) Net increase
1 . Co missioned : 10
2 . l i s t e d : 4

(c) Net decreas : .1 . Co i s s i on ed : 9
__2 . .l i st ed : 3 -̀ °

,(d ) 3 1 De c ember 1 944 -
l . Co mi s s i on ed : 61 <-2 . il i s t e d 248

>c
•
r

c

REST 1(T
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' ' '

P ge ., Outl e story of 66 F . S. December , 1944. '

g. Stations:
(1 ) Name of s t a t i on : Gr os s et o L . G. , I t a l y .

(a) Date of a rival : " " rty ,
11 September

1944 ,
" H " party ,

21 September 1944 .( 2 ) The s quadr on per s onne l moved f r om Gross et o
rina to Grosseto proper , here they are located for operations

f r om Gros s e t o L. .
h . ovement s : None

i. Campai s:
(1) N me: Italian
(2 ) Duration : Still progress

j. Dperations :
(1) Campai ns: Italian
( Nat u e of operat i ons : Di ve bombi , ar ed

recce, ea cover .(3 ) Number of missions a d sorties for the period
1 December thru 31 December 1944 .(a ) issions : 96

(b ) Sorties : 60
4 ) Re s l t of mos t i por t a t mi s s i on : None

k. Com din Officer on portant ssion : Non

1. Losses action :
( 1 ) i s s i n a c t i on :

(a) N e: lst L eut. Charles S. De mer
1. Date : 9 Dece ber 1944

(b) N e : Capta Tho as H . Call n
1 . Da t ®: 9 De c ember 1 944

(c) Name: lst Lieut. Robert C. Lo n
l . Dat e : 9 December 1944

d) N e: lst L eut. Wayne S. Dodd
l . Da t e : 9 Dec ember 1 944

(e ) Name : 2 d Li e u t . g en e F . S i t h
l . Da t e ; 1 0 De c emb er 1 944

(f ) Nam : l s t e ut . arr y L. Gogan
l. Date: 0 December 1944

(2) lled n action :
(a ) Name : lst Lieut. Do ald Herdrich

1
. Date : 26 December 1944

m . Presentations of a ards to p st and present members
of th s organization .(1 Name: Captain Ric ard L. Joh so

(a) B sis: Gal antry n ction
b ard: Silver Star

S
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age . , Out i n Hi s t ory of t he 66t h F . S. De ce b r 9 4

Name: Cspta Thom s H. Callan
(a ) sis : E traord y Ach evement
(b) A ard : Dist ng shed Flyi Cross

(3) Name: Capta George S. Irby
(a B sis: ' traord nary Achieve nt
(b Award : Dfst g shed Fly Cross

(4 ) Name : a or Charl e s C. Le f(a B sis: Outsta d n Achievem t
(b) A rd : Croia de Guerre

(5 ) N e : Li eut enant Charl e s E. c r eary
(a) Basis: Wo nded Action
(b ) A rd : urple e t

( 6 ) ' e : 6a or C r e s C. e a f
(a ) Basis : Meritorious Achievement
(b ) A a : 12th Oak e Cluster

( ? ) Na e : Ca pt R ch r d L. J v s on
(e) asis: eritorio Ac ievement
(b } A ard : ?t h Oak Le af Cl us t er

(8 Na e : Capta n Ric rd L. oh son
a) sis : eritorio s Achieve ent
( b ) Awar d ; 6 t h Oa Le f Cl u t e r

(9) Na e : Captai Rich rd L . o nsori
( } Ba s i s : e r i t or i ou Ac h i e vement
(b ) A ar d : 5 t h Oak Le af Cl t e r

(10) Name: Capta n George S. Irby
a ) a s i s : [e r i t or i o us c h i e v eme nt
(b ) A ard : 5th Oa Leaf Cl ster

(11 N e : Captain Georga S. Irby
(a ) Basis : eritorious Achievement
(b ) Awar d : 4 t h Oa e Cl us t e r

(12 } Na e : Li e ut en t A t ho R. Kn uf
(a ) Ba s i : er i t or i o us Ach e v ement
(b ) Award : 4th Oa Lea Clu ter

(13 Na e : Li eut en t
• uen

t i n J . Gos s(a) Basis: eritorious Achieve nt •
(b ) Award : 3rd Oa e f Cl us t er

(14) Name : Capta Ja es P. art ig
(a) Basis: eritorious 8chieve nt
(b ) Award ; 3rd Oa I eaf Cl u t er

(15 ) Name : Li eut t ame s L. Noody(a ) Bas i s : er i t or i ous Ach eve ent
(b) Award : 3rd Oak eaf Cluster

(16 Na e: L eutenant Theod re tula
(a) sis: eritorious Ac evement
(b) A ard : 3rd Oa Lea Cluster

(1? ) Name : C pt a i l i am H. Ehney(a) Basis: eritorious Ach evement
(b ) ard : 3rd Oa Leaf Cl us t er

(18) Name : L eutenant Ant ony R. K auf
(s) B sis: ritorious Achievement
(b) ward : 3rd Oa Leaf Clu ter

SE
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.' • ' Et R. . • . . .
a e 4., utl e H sto y o the 66th '. S. December 1944

(19) Na e: C p a Leon E. nsan
(a ) B s i s : [er i t or i ou Ac ev e t
(b ) A a d : 3 d Oak Lea Cl t

( 0 ) : Capt a J es P. ar t ri
(a) asie; eritorious chievement
(b) rd : nd k Le Cluster

( 1) Na e: euten .t An o R . au
(a) sis: ritorious Ac evem nt
b) ard : d Oa Le f Cl t e

( ) N e : Li eut e ant Theodor e at l
(a) Basis: eritorio s Ac eve nt
(b ard ; nd Lea Cl s t er

23) Na e: L eute nt s L. o dy
(a) sis: ritoriou chieve ent
(b) A ard : nd Oa L f Clu ter

( ) Na e : Li eut ens t Qu t J . Gos s
(a) Basis: eritorious Achievem nt
b ) ard : 2n Oa Le f Cl s t er

{ 5 Na : L eutena t Louis . rnic
(a) Basis: eritorio c ev ent
b rard : d a L a Cl s t er

( ) Na : eut t ler . nderso
a sis: ritorious ch eve e t
(b A a d : d a L Cl s t

( Na es ieute ant ose h n elon®
(a) Basis: Yerit rio c e ement
(b ) A ard : d k Leaf Cl t er

8 Nam : L ut ns nt Har ol d . `
a Basis: e itoriou ch evem nt
(b ) A a : Oa Leaf Cl u t

9) Na : Lieute nt ouis J. Pernic
(a) sis: eritorious c ievemeat
(b) A rd: lst a Le f Cl te

30 Na e: Lieute t os ph n elon®
(a) Basis: eritoriou ch ve ent
(b ward : lst ak eaf Cl ster

3 ) Na e: L eutena t a e S. Dodds
( as i s : r i t or i ou c evement
(b) ard : lst O Lea Clust r

(3 ) Name : i e ut en nt rno . Heyi
(a Bas i s : er i t or i ou c e vem t
(b ) A a ; l s t C L af Cl t er

33 ) am : L eu e nt I arol A. r nson
(a Sasis: Ye itorio Ac eve ent
b a d : l s t Cl t e

( ) N e : L eut ena t ober t C. Lo n
Ca) B sis: er torious ch evement
(b ) ard : l t k Le Cl us t e

(3 ) N : Lieutena t arr L. Go a
a a si s : er i t ori ous c ev ement
b ) r rd : l t a Leaf Cl u t er

. (36 Na : L eut e a t Davi d T. ut t t
a) i : eritorious c i®vement

(b ) l s t O Le f Cl s t er
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s .

P ge 5 . , Out e Hi s t or y of t he 66t h F . S . De c embe r 1 944 .

(3 7 ) a e : Li eu t ena t C r l e s E. Nc Cr ea r y
(a ) B s i s : e r f t o r i o Ac h ev em nt
(b ) Award : lst a L a Cluster

(3 ) Na e: Lieute nt George A . osites
(a) Basis: Meritorious chieve e t
(b ward: lst Oak Leaf Cluster

(39) Name: Lieuten t Ge ® Norris
(a) B sis: eritorious c evement
b) Award : lst ak Leaf Cluster

(40 ) Na e : Li eut en nt C l J . 1 e i s e be rger
(a Ba s i s : er i t or i ous chi eve t
(b ward : lst Oa Leaf Cluster

41) N me ; Lieuten t arol E. cDo nell
(a) B sis: Meritoriou c ieve ent
b ) ard : l s t O e f Cl us t er

. c l os ed i s t he ar Di a ry of t he 6 6t h h t e r S qu dr on
for t e eriod 1 December th u 31 December 1944 .

C. ,
, a or , Corps

Com ndi g

SECRC"'
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' ' ' 1 F- 1B1- HZ . S GRET
. • . .

a r Di a r y of t he 6 6t h F i gh t e r Sc uadr on , 6 50 II S

on t h of ec embe , 1 944 . Pr epS r ed by Li eut . . . pos t o ou , . C.

1 The s quadron at r t ed a new mont h wi t h " a out " d y ,
flyin t ty-n e sortie i five issioas d i g a

dev .s t t t ol l of t e ene ' s com u hea i
s ev ea l

t t
esValley. Bas etball pr ctice is be

wee i a local d it is hoped t at eno h hoopsters

i u c over ed ongs t t he o f i cer s a d e l i s t ed me
to send a t o he XX11 T . .C . eli tion tou n me t

n Fl or e nce .

2 other ay o tensified operations scored thirt -s c

sorties after five m ssions h d crossed t e bomb l e tv

pu el the H . Ou fighters have beco e formidable eapo s

o attack ore so no with the nsta lation of rockets

and t he p l ot s hav e e h i e s t pr a i s e f or t he i r e 'f e c t -
iveness. An attac by our Th derbolts on a target now

has t ree phases: first the demolition bombs crater e

area, then the rockets are released to set stallatio

afire nd last, the eight .50 caliber ac e g s are
brought to bear on e personnel a d tra sport i t e area.

3 n avorable weather conditions reduced our actfvity to one

m ssion, an ar ed recce to the Bre ner ss. K-25 cameras
ha e been i stalled on four of ou a rcraft. T s ne ca era

shoots pict es tervals and is able to cover the
target area as well as the tar et itself . The pict es are
developed the ne Group Photo ab and are retu ned to

, e sq d on three hou s a ter the mission has l ded.

4 Fo ssions kept the sq on b y ntil du k he ou last

sh p had safely returned with several flak holes it to

prove that Jerr 's ood eye is still look g up at the
" E term tors." A .thou

h everyone expected that the c rr t

cigarette shortage back the States o d ect us, o

al two wee ' s ra t i on o f i f t een pac wer e di s t r i but ed
the c teen toni ht.

5 Bad eather n the t et area curtailed ou Thu erbomber

e f f or t s a d onl y on i ne f f e c t i e i s s i on wa s f l own . or d

wa s r e c e i v ed t o- day t a t s j or Leaf , o u S qu on Co a de r ,
has be® a a ed t e F e ch Croix de Guerre . For his leader-

s p a accomplishments jor Leaf h s also been a arded

the Silver Star, Dist g shed Fly Cross wit Cl ster,
the British Disti guished Flying Cross, the a

SECRE
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` ' SECR T ' '

a r Di a r y o f t e 6 6t h F i gh t er S a ad r on , APO 65 0 , U S A r .

onth of December ,
1944 . Prepared b A . 1, postolou ,

lst Lt,, .

DAY TS
- -

wi t h 1 2 c l s t e r s .
--

6 A c an t n ua t i on of ba d ea t h e r f or c ed u s t o r e a n i d l e f or
an o t h e r da y . Tn e s i x t h ba t t l e s t a r l s s b e e n awa r d ed t o t s
r oup f o i t s p a r t i c i p t i on n t e i n v s s i on o f Sout e r n
Fr n c e . r n o s ha r e t h e u qu e d i s t c t i on of b i n on e of
t h e f e u i t s t h a t a r e en t i t l e d t o • e a r t h e : a n u be r
o f s t a r s i s s u ed t hu s f a r f or t he u o e a n - : i dd l e Ea s t f̀ h e a t e r
Ri b bon .

-- • --

7 The d a y ' s e f f o r t oi t r e e a r ed °e c c e s o u d u c or.t u g
o ur s uc ce s s a s s a t a a i n s t c m . ,i c a t i on l i n e s i n t h e
r e r e r Pa s s . A r t h e r a : s i r.

i r c d er t r a pp en ed t - da J
when a P-51 return ro a 1o r nge mission force l nded

i n a r e a r b lr f i e l d . c ol or ed i l o t c l i mb ed f r om t 1 c ock l i t
u s ca t h ed an d s f i r s t c ue s t i on wa s " h e r e am I - r Yu ;o-
s l a v i a ? "

8 Aon o e r a t i o a l re a t h e r pr eva i l i n g i n a s e a n d t a r e t a r e a s
d r i n t h e d a y e t ou s c ;ed e e f 'or t on t h e gr o u d . Th e
s q u d r on ba s e t ba l l t e a c r ::wr ed i s l f i t h l or y i n t h e
t o r n a en t h e l d .r

Fl or en ce . Af t r l i i n a t i n g t r e i r f i r s t
f o r o r p or r t s , t . e y we r e n o s e d ou t t o - da r i r t h e f

.
i n l s by

t h e 5 5t Sc,u
d r on o f t i 36 t : F i r. t e r r ou p .

9 To da y s o ; r a t i on s p r ov ed t o be t 'r e o s t co s t l i n t h e
s q d r on ' s r s t o r , f or , h e r_ n o s e s v r e c o t ed a f t e r f o
i s s i or , f o i l o t s we r e l i s t e d .

i s s n g _ a c t
i on .

o s c or d s i n , Ca pt a n Ca l l an a nd L a t . De h_ r s s i j s
e r e .

i t b y f l a k an d b ot h b a i l d o t i t e Ea s t e r n Po Va e y .
• t e r r_ t e a f t e r n oon , Ut . Lo ' s l a e h i t a t r e e Whi l e
s t r a f i r a _n d h wa s s e en t o mu h i r . n o ur l a s t i s s i on
Li u t . Uoc d ' s a i r c r a f t a s i t by l a k , b u t h e a d e a
s . c c e s s

f l f or c e d l a nd i n g j us n or t h of t h e E gh t h i b o b l
3 r c o c i d en c e , f i v e n ev p i l o t s w r e a s s i ed t o t r e
s q d r or_ t c - da y .

10
.
thouu h we ma ged to leave a h avy toll of destructio on

r v. _ s t o ck d r i n g t h e f o u mi s s i on s f l o n , on c e a g i n
we pa i d a h e av y pr i c e b l o i n our f i f t pi l o t t wo da y s .

SEC
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. . .• • sEC T • •-

ar Diary of the 66th ighter Squadron, P 650 U S .

on of De cember , 1944 . r epar ed by Li eut . A. N. Apos t ol ou , . C.

DAY

Lieut. Euge e F. Smith s fered hea fl k hits on s a -
cra t and it w s seen to crash d eaplode.

I the morn a Rover Joe and serial cover ssivns were
low and then the eather closed to sta d s down or
the re der of t e day. n " I or ation a d Education
Progr m " has been instituted by the d eac soldier
must no spend a minim of one hou ea wee i atte d ce
a t o e of' t he var i ous c l as s e s . the f s t o ma l e ct e s ,
a tal on the " G.I. Bill of Rights " was given this evening.

12 Poor weather orced us down aga to-day . ter several

we ks of be g the sole occupant of the drome , e now have
the 47th edium Bomb Group and their A 20 's as our nei hbors.

13 hen Capta Johnson and flight set co rse on the th d show
for the day ,

it marked the one thousandth missian for the
66 t h Squadr on . Fl y wi t h t e R . A . F . f r om L . G. 9 7
Egypt on 31 u ust 1942 , Colonel Fa la b ( th n a or ) led
the fir t operatio al flight ever f o n agai st the is
Powers by a A erican Fighter Squa ro i the iddle st.
Approxi tely two and one half year have elapsed s ce tb ,
du which ti e we h ve operated from and over ypt , Libya ,
Tu isia , a .

t , Sicily , Southern Italy ,
Y oslavia ,

lbani ,
Corsic , Southern Fr n ce , and now Northern Italy . Du in
these tho s nd missions , 9285 sorties h ve be n lo ,

d

our P-40 's and P-47 s have dropped 4 ,
923 ,700

lbs. or bombs
while spend g forth 2

,
263 ,872 ro ds of a o.

14 D r i g t he l s s t week y of o r f l i h t s ha ve ope ra t ed a
new h t g ground , the astern Po Va ey , and to-day '

e f f or t of f i v e mi s s i on s f ound u s po d g c om uni ca t i on l e s
that territo y . It has been decided to move the ent e

Group t o bu i l d n g s Gr os s e t o pr oper . The of f i c e r s hav e
slready ta en over their ne quarters , a hotel , but it w l
b e s e ve r a l da ys be f or e t he bu l d i c f or t he enl i s t ed men wi l l
be ready . •

ECRET
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• ' • •s , .____
' a r Di a r of t e 55 t h F i :a e r Sc r o , . '0 6 0 , U S .

:on t r. c f D C be r , 1 -4 . e pa r e d by , . ,c s t o
l ou , l s t Li eu t . , . . C .

DAY EV TS

1 5 I n s p i t e of e or b o ?: n c n d i t _o s , t h e of f e r s v e a g s t

e e y r a i l c o• u _
i c a t or_s c on t i.n u e

d a d f or our a r t , e
f l ew f o r i s s _cn s . .

f t e r a : o t h o f r e s t r i c t i on , Ro e and
lla p l e s a r e on c a a i n i n o d s t o t h e r ou p nd pa s s e s l a v e
a l r e a d s t a r t ed t o t h os c i t . s .

1 Th e e a t r of ' r t r e r n I t a l y r e t r n ed t o i t s c s t o a r y ov e r -
ca s t , wi t l: t e .r e s u

l t t a t o • T u. d e r b r e r e f 'or t r e r
l i i t ed t o t wo i e f f e c t i v i s i or s . 'l e of f i c r s a r e n o
s t t l e d t l r r_ew

1
_v n g

_
u, r t r s a r_

d t e y i a v io t i .
b u t pr a : s e f or t l: e i r s up . ?' nwl i _e , or k on t h e b u .. .d

i n g
f o r t i e er l i s t ed mer. s r c r e s s i n e l l b :t i t s t i l l wi l l
be s e v er a l d a s b e r i t c a r b e oc c u oi d .

1 7 A va i n a t t em t wa s d e t o n av ' . a t e
t r o u ;

h ar! ov e r c s t
b o t h i ome a nd t a r ;p t a r e a s b u t of t h s i x .s s

i on s t ha t e r e
a i r b or n e , o l y t o e r e e f ' e c t i e . Ti. e r o up of s e v en en -
l i s t e d en a n d on e r o und of f i c e r s e l e c t ed f c r t i r t y d a
of t e or a r y d u t y i n t i S t a t s d e a r t e d t o - da y f or " Ut o pi a . "
ia j or l l e t , c ur e c t i v Of f i_c e

r
, a r d on e en l s t ed ma

e r e a l s o a on t e r a ppy ,a
t . g b ut t 'r.e y e r e r e t r n n g

a s pe r ms n en t r o t a t o .

1 8 n ot h e r da v of ope f u a i t i n f o r t .e ;e a t e r t o c e a r b ut

a t n oon we 1e r e r e l e a s e d f o r t h a y . Ca p t a n a i l a c e r t i r_
of Gr ou p i a s b en t e or a r i l y a s s i _e

d t o t e s q ad r on s
e c u t i ve Of f i c e r t i l s u e t i e a s t h e r p l a c e : en t f or 1

. or
l e t a r r i v e s .

1 9 T o e l it s r.i p s h o rs n t ur ed t 'r e d i r t y we a t h e r o y t o f i n d
t h e ove r c t t o t h i c t o l o c a t e t e a s s i n ed t r r e t s . r owev er ,
or .e

f l i ; h t d i d bomb a . a
l t r na t e t a r e t , g p os i t i on s i n

t : e a Spe z i Ar e a .

2 A t ot a l c l o u c ov e r a a b ov e t h e a nd i r g gr o u. d a nd i r.. t h e
t a r ge t a r e a a f f or d ed t h e en . i s t e

d
_e r

s onn e l t h e o r por t un i t y
to move their personal effects nd equip ent to t eir new

l i v g q r t r s n Gr o s s e t o . Th e bu d i n g i s a 1 ug e f o r
storied schcol rouse located i the center of to n and once

t h e n e c e s s a r y i r ov e en t h av e b e r ma d e , i t pr on i s e s t o
be an ideal arrangement .
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ar Diary of t e 66t ighter Squ dron , PO 650, U S r y.

ont h o Dece ber , 1944 . Pr epar ed by L eut , . N, pos t ol ou , . C.

DAY E1ENTS

21 Poor f l yi ng e ather f or ced t e ca cel l a t i on of o
scheduled ssions. ovies are now bei g held three ni hts
a week i n t he audi t or i o ' t he Head u r t er s bu l d a d
for a little diversion one ay also ta e hi sel to one
of the several local c e houses whic featu e Italia
pictures.

22 Five ssions ound u " loco h nt g " the o Vall y
al t hou h t he h t n wa s not as pl en t f ul as t he pas t ," The Holiday Spirit " is now per eating thro ghout the
s q ad on a s i s ev i d en ced by t e Chr i s t m s t r e e s and w a t e s
.

he l vin q rters.
Packages g lore have arrived the

last fe d ys a a box has bee set out for donations of
weets and ot er delicacies to be distributed to the ch d-
ren i

.
the local orp nage .

23 Another " l out " day in which five ssions were flo n
ga st c icat on l es i the o Valley. T e Weather
as ta en a sudden change nd the days, as well as the

nights, have become u co fortably cold.

4 ter a standby throu hout a rai y orn , the sq dron
was released for the day . Trucks left at noon to trans-
por t en t o ome t o a t t end d h t s s a t S t . e t e r ' s ,which l be celebrated by the Pope ; t e retu n trip will
be de the follo g orn ng. the eveni , the enlisted
me 's club boasted the sign " Al1 Dr n s Ba heesh " a d
t e club room was crowded with holiday merry a ers.

25 T ro morn ssions a d then an opportunity to en oy ou
third Christmas overseas n he true spirit of the day.Th oughout the day m ny n atte ded chu ch services
various ch ch s in to n , delicious tu ke d er as
served n the eve ing ,

fo lowed by open hou e he
officer 's a d enlist en 's clubs.

26 thou h still a little weary from t e holiday celebrations,we aged five missions n the cont nu tion o ou drive
aga nst ene co unication li es. Duri g the th rd ission ,
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on t h of Dec ember , 1944 . P epar ed by L eut . A. N. Apos t ol ou , A. C.

D Y TT

Lieut. Do l G. Herdrick was heard to say t at he would ve
to retu n to base. No further word as heard u til late
the day when a mess ge as received stati that a p .a e
had crashed north of P ombino.

2 7 cc e l l en t we a t h e pe r t t ed o 'i g t e r b omber s t o f l y f i v e
s s i on s i n s u ppor t of 5t h r Tr oops t he s s a , Ar ea ,

Ita y , ' L ppy " Leo Durocher , Ducxy edwick ,
d several

other sport notables kept ny o the men u ed s evening

at a l o c l U. S . O, s how ; a ov g pi c t e of t he 1 44 Yor l
Series followed .

28 'ive missions to the Bre ner ss once agai to-day . Du
the last ee pilots have reported a dearth of worth h le
target and as t e res lt , the colu s n o ch rt for
da a ed destroyed ene equipment have ta en a decided

op .

29 O Thunderbombers th ew their stren th aga t ene y occupied
buildi gs and gu positions. jor St art 0. V n Slyke , a
veteran of m y mon ths of overseas service ,

has been assi ed
t o t he s quadr on a s t he r e pl a c emen t f or a j or l l e t .

30 evai l i g s t r o w ds i n t he s sa , Ar ea , I t al y n t e rf er ed
ith o p poi t bomb of small bridges resu ts were

not as good as sho d be expected. The musica comedy
" Pa a t t i e " f e a t u n a l s t c a s t wi t h be aut i u l

erica girls , opened up t s even g n a local theater
here it il r 'or several days.

31 To our squa on went the honor of flyin t e t ree o d

m .s
i 0 f or t he Gr oup . The s how an une v en t 'ul d i v e

_
oo b g

mission i t e ssa , rea ,
Italy as led by jor af

ith Colonel night a d Capta Johnson also members o ' the
fl t. Op house as observed e,

isted men 's club

while the of icers celebrated Ne Year 's e r th a da ce .
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