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F QU TE S TY-SIXT F . S . .

0 650 , U S Ar ,31 Oct ober 194 .

. G. 314 .

S J T: H storical Records.

TO : Com ndin Gener l, 11 actical ir Co d , A 650,v s s .
l. Outl ne istory o the 66th Fi hter Sq ron for th

period o 1 October t u 31 October 1944.

a . e s e t de s i at i on : 66t h F . S . , 5?t h F . G. , C11
T. .C. , 11 A. F.

b. Ch n e in attachm nt: None

c. Ch n e ssi ent: Relieved assig e t 1 F. C.
n as s i ned t o X l l T A.C.

d. C a ge i Com a ding Officer : None

e . Ch n e i n St f O f i c er s : l s t I i eut . R ch rd .
Jo son a s s u ed t he dut i e s o Operat i on Of f i ce , repl c nd
L eut. He n A. illia s ho ret ed to the II, s. . lst ieut.
le .nder N. postolou ass ed t e duties as ct n tell ge ce
Of i cer r epl c i g Capt a i n E g i l G. Ol s , ho r e t u ed t o t he
U. S . A.

. S t r eng t h , c oma s i oned e l i s t ed .
(1 ) n t h of Oc t ob e r , 1 .(a 1 Oct ober 19 4

l . Co s s i oned : 51
. l i s t ed : 4 9

b Net i ncr eas e :
1 . Com . s s i oned s

1
. .i s t ed : 3 - "

(c ) Ne t de cr ea s e :
1 , Com i s s i on ed : 11 `
. .

l i s t ed : 1
c. ;(d ) 31 Oct ober 1944 , , ,l. Com ssioned : 41 c

2 . l i st ed : 51 -,
-• .- -

!'
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' ;• , . a e E. , Out
l i ne i s t ory o 66t F. S . t ober , 194 .

. Stations:
(1 ) Name o s t a t i on : Gros e t t o L. G. , I t .( Dat e of r al : " " y , 11 Sept emb

194 , " B " rty , 1 Septe ber 1944
( ) The squa on personnel re a ed at O brone

thru 31 October 1944 , her t ey are located for operations from
Grossetto L . G.

h. Move ents: None

i. C mpaigns:
(1 Na e: Italian .
S) D ation : Still pro ress.

. Operations:
(1) Ca pai ns: Italia .(2) Nature of operations: Dive bomb a d

armed recce. (3 ) N ber of mi s s i ons and sort i es f or t he
period 1 October thru 31 October 1944.(s ) i s s i on s : 4 1

(b ) Sor t i es : 200
(4 ) Re s ul t of mos t mpor t an t mi s s i on : Non e

k . Com andi Officer on important ssion : None

l . L sses action : None

m . Presentations of a ards to past and present
members of t is org n zation.(1) Na : 2 d Lieut. Ho rd W. Clevel d

(a sis: traord nary Ac ievement
(b) A ard : Dist uished Fly Cross

( ) N e: Captain Fred K . art
(a) B sis: trao di ry Ac ievement
(b ward : Di s t u shed Fl y n Cros s

(3 Name : l s t Li eut . J e s B . i s e
(a) B sis: Extraordi ry Achievement
(b) Award : Distin uished Fly n Cross

(4 ) Name ; l s t Li eut . Yi l bu P. Bai l ey(a ) Basis : ctraord n ry chievement
b ) A ard : Dist ished Fly ross

(5) N e : lst L eut. Stephen L . Betti ger
(a) Basis: traord ary Achievement
(b) A a d : Dist gu shed Fly Cross

(6 N e : d L eut . Carl B . Carl s on
(a ) B sis : E traordi ary ch evement
(b ) ar : Dist u shed Fly Cross

0

's -,
.
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• • Pa 3 . , Out l e ° t ory .o 6 F . 8 . Oc t ob , 1 44 . . • .. , ...
. 7 a : T/ gt , a rr en R, de raon - -__ __(a ) s i s : r i t or i ous Ser vi ce E ALT

(b) Award ; Bronze St
8 ) ame : T/ Sgt . Cl ar ce M. Cl c

a ) s i s : er i t or i ous S rvi ce
- (b) Award: Bronze St

(9) e: S/6gt. Fel . n ell

_
Ca) B sis : ritorious Servic
Cb ) Aw d : Bronze St

0 ) e : / Sgt . i l l . B rr yCa asis: eritorio Serv ce
(b A ard : on e ta

( 1 : Capta Do ld A. S t
(a ) s i s : er i t or i o Achi e e n t
Cb ) A ard : 4 t h O Lea Cl u t r

1 ) Nam : Li eut . Col one l l l i J . Ya t e
• Ca Bas i s : er i t or i ous Achi e e n t

Cb) Award : 3rd Oa Leaf Cl ter
(13) N e: lst L eut. Stephen L. Bett g

a ) B s : er i t or i o s Ach ev n t
(b ) A : 3rd Oak af Cl us t r

C14 ) N e: lst Lieut. Bobby . P i geon
Ca asia: eritorio Achievement
(b) Aw d : 3rd a Lear Clu ter

(15) N e: lst L eut. Leon E. ans n
Ca ) B s i s : r i t or i ou Achi ev nt
(b w : d k Le Cl s t e

(16 ) Name : l s t Li eut . Rober t E, i s .(a ) B s i s : er i t or i ou ct eve ent
Cb Aw d : 2 d Oak Le ' Cl t

C17) am s lst Lieut. Darrell F. Casid
Ca) is : eritorio s c ev nt
b ) Award : nd a Le f Cl us t er

18) N : Capta n Don ld . 8e11 osthu ous
(a ) s i s : er i t or i o s Ach eve t
(b ) A ar : i dal

(19) Nam : lst Lieut. illi C. Te
(a) B sis: eritoriou .chievementb ) Award s i r da l

( O) Ne e: ls Li®ut. Tho s H. Ca 1a
a) sis: Meritorious ch evement
Cb) Awar : Air dal

(21 ) Nam : l s t Li eut . Lou s J . Pern i k( ) s s: eritorious Achieve ent
(b ) Award : A r Medal

. c l o s e d i t he r Di ar y of t he 6 6t h gh t e r Squ on f or
t e perio 1 Octob r t ru 31 ctober 1944.

> `
CI R F C. L F

or r Corps
SEC ' Com n i n
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Sh e t No . 1 , ar Di ar y of t he i ct y i z t h Fi ht er Sqdn . , P 650 ,

ont h o e t ober , 1944 .
r epar ed by . N. pos t ol ou , l s t Li eut . .C.

DAY E E T3

1 The weather cont u on t e su y side a d for the second day
runn , we ere able to fly iv ission , t o " Rover Joes,"
two dive bomb sho s med recce. Nov mber vf 1943,
the lish h t A origina d the Rover idea fo the pu p se
o cl os e suppor t t h ou t roops . Fl y wi t h t he D. . F . a t
the t , we were ongst the f st to use the practice. He is
ually locate n an armor d c r at a n eo s s ot over•

looki t e front l n s and , upon the approach o the pl es,
he directs the fli t to a tar t, one of hi own choice or ons
that has been given h by t e r .

2 Two day rill now el pse until we fl a n . P sses to Rome
start to-day for the enlisted m n . lst S t. Petti as hir
a s u t e of i t e en r ooms f or t he en l i s t ed m a t t h e Ca l i orn i a
Hot l , hic is c tralized to ]

.
l po ts of nt rest nd also

the G. I. mess h lls.

3 oliday gain to day. P-38 pilot d by Capta Ca pbell o the
f ous " t I The Ri g Sq d on ," (lst Fighter Group) as be
asai ned to o roup or photo recce work. He flys along as a
apare sh p beh n the or ation i diately after t e bomb-
n or straf ng r , he swoops dow o a low level to photo ra h
the results oft he attack. In a receat issu of th o an
Theater Pictori l Serv ce, it was revealed that lst L eute at
Howard . Da as the f rst pilot to .a on the soil of
Southern ance; his aircraft h d acting up and he w s
forced to land at St. Rap el. Ou sq dron al o holds the

q e dist ction of ha dropped the st bomb d n the
asion whe or L went nto his dive bomb r st as

da n as brea i on " D-Da ."

4 Auother day ot rel tio a d lassitude. This even the m
had a real treat for supper: fri chick galore with al the
tr m ngs. By a pl sa t co cid ce the b ration w s dfs-
tri ut d ter supper ; each an received twelve bottles a d a
che er y l ow p rmea t ed t he c p as du k f e l l .

5 To d y as ou t uon t o l y aga n d e y s morn e er e
s chedul t o ope rat e .n suppor t of t he f t h . 1 hea y
rain cance led o mission nd , s the morn g Wore oa , e lo

ECRET
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Shee t No . , a r Di ar y of t he Si ct y f t Fi ght er Sqdn . , A 650,

ont h of Oc t ober , 1 44 . Pr epar ed by A. N. Apos t ol ou , l s t L eut .

ce i l n n sho er s f or c ed us t o be s t ood do f or t he y .F teen eager enlisted men departed t s morn g for Ro
t o s pend f i ve days of r e l a a t i on t he Ho .y Ci t y .

6 Altho a fl ght d been ch duled to take o f 8t 0640 hrs.,a heavy rain c ncelled the ission a d term ttent showers
throughout the mornin brou t about ou release for the day.Several of our veteran pilots left to-day to ret n to the
good ol II . S . A, f or a wel l earned re s t . he f or t u t e onea
were Lieute ts Betti ger, Carlson, D venport, Casida ,Fl emi , R dl ey a d i l l a s . e al l e l t a p ng o regr et
as they dep rted, for e ave shared ma y pleas t hours at
work a d p y With these pilots d the spri " Operatio
3tr le " in Italy a d more rec ntly, the nvasion o Sout -
®rn r nce.

? S c ssions were flo n to-day - al der the direction o
Rover oe " on the Fi th Ar ront. ne o our squadron

pilots, Lieut. David Hutton , is worki at t e control post
with hich " Rover Joe " is n contact. Lieuten ts osites

berr retu ned to the squadron a ter a close brush
th the Gr Aeaper. n a cross-cou try light to Sic ly ,they le thro st o s u til out of uel a d, with every

s field wit in ran e closed do n by t e weather, they de
success ul bel y l n i gs on the besch at Reggio Cal bria -

cath d . Th s afternoon , Lieut. n elon® ble a t e on
ts e o f by presence of m nd kept ri t side up a m-
erg d from the cockpit s lfng as t e fla es cons med the
s i r craf t .

8 A busy dsy wfth ei ht missions had been scheduled but it was
ra hen we got out of bed at 43 hours , so we t sat
aro nd on an ho r s read nees as the clou s rolled above ,o c c a s i o l l y s pr i n l t h e d e e pl y pu l d l ed t a y s t r i p . t
noon , a list o pro otio of al ost a score of enlisted men
as posted on the sq dron bullet board and co rat ations

CQ

SEC ::
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Sheet po. 3, ar Diar of the Si ty-Sixth Fi ter 3q n., P 65 .

Month of Octobe , 1944. Prepared by A. N . Apostolou, lst L eut.

. D EV TS

were ha d® to the fort te m n conce ned .

9 A hea y do npou o ra n l st ni t l lled o hopes of

operat to-day , a d the field looks like a verit ble l ke.
Alt o the sun peeped throu the clo s for a fe hours
durin the fternoon , we were stood dow for the day. he

orced idlenes on the p lots grou d men tends to leave
all in a bad ra e of i d t t only can be corrected by a
retu to eatensive operatio .

10 A other " d y ru " t s mor - up at 0430 hou s but a
solid overcast had stood down u til noon . T e weather
cl red the nd we flew t ree missions. T o shows were
rout e " Rover Joe " patrols an the third an a med recce.
Onl one s i r cra t of t he f o pl a e f l i ht r e t ned f r om
the last mission althoug a l pilots are reported sa e.
L eut. Irby as forced to belly la d at a airdrome ne
Flore ce ter t e weather had clos d .

11 t ill be t o days before we fly a a but i the meanti e
m inte ance of the a craft must o on . O present s t s
no reads only twenty-one pl es, t e smallest quota we
have operated with s ce ou conversion from arha s to
Thu derbolts. Replacements have been slo i comi g rough •
but e hope to f d ou sel back to fu stre th shortly.

l Fly n a d grou d perso nel conti ue to de art or Rome o
five a d ten day passes. It is the consen u of the en
that Rome ha aore to o er t ny city we have visited
ove rae s . St . Pe t e r ' s Chur ch , Vat i c n Ci t y wi t h i t s m e
and treasu e oom , variou other collections of the worl 's
greatest tressures can now all be see b t e t oops. ery
effort as be n made to sho t e men a good ti e. . P.
restrictions are fair and sensible, good food can be d at
r rest r nts, nd a h gh grade of arious types of e -
terta n ent i lways available.

C r` 1.. L

C0 ' AL
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Sheet No. 4, ar Dia y of the Sixty- i th Fight qd ., 54.

onth o October, 1944. repared by . N. postolou, lst eut.

.

D/ E TS

13 Another change in he schedu e of operatio s will fi u
inactive or t ree more days. With the advent of a l , t e
ca p ar ea has once aga t aken on a appeara ce of a " s qua t t er
town." e rn , a soldier 's te t is is castle so by
provising , d scrou n , home m de toves, doors, loors
d rames have s u ed comf or t i e very t ent . The pi c t u e ,

" The i vited Guest," was shown the even .

14 In e absence of jor eaf , ho h s been vector planes
at " Rover Joe " for several days, lst

Lieutenant Ric a d L.
Johnson has ass med.the dutie of Sq dron Comma er, lst
S t. pet is returned to-da from a visit wi h " Rover Joe "
an a t e r l i s t eni t a hi s exper i ences , w f el t t har f ul f or
be n i the ir Corps. No m tter how well off a perso y
be, he is prone to gripe and oa , but to the last , e,
of this squadron, o ell the dships, filth , d da er
under ich the ns beroes of the war, " The Doughboys,"
m t live.

15 " G " s ts which have been used successfully by both the
r a Na y ir Corps i aerial combat, have bee issued
to several of the pilots for t St i ter bomber
tactics. By s of cel s i stalled the suit, h ch

starts at the waist and resembles a pair of fly g pa ts,
the flow of blood from the head to the low r parts of th®
body is stopped and t us lessens a pilot s chance of " blac -
g out " after pulling up from his dive bomb r n or a sharp

t u n .

16 In coordination it an mpending drive of the Fifth y ,
extensive operations had been schedu ed . lowever tler 's
perso al frie d , bad eather , set a d our e rly morn n
mission returned ith its bomb lo d . y late a te oon ,
ther• were enough holes n the clo ds or ei ht of o r-
cra t to beco e a rborne a a " Rover oe " mission . De -
pi t e t he h e vy ov e r c a s t , .e u t .

Ge or ge S . I r by l ed t he
li ht to the vectored target , bombed , and the received the

message on the RT , " G o Show ack ot , you have hit you
target." In place o i cendia y ombs , t s ill
with a strong chemical l d ere dropped to drive the Hu
rom a stro old . ' C ET
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Sheet No. 5, 1ar Diar of the sixty-S th Fighter Sq ,, 650.
ont h of Oc t ober , 1 944 . epa e by . N. Apos t ol ou , l s t Li eut . A. C.

DAY EV TS

17 e were up bri ht a d earl for 07 0 hrs, ta e o f but once8a n her stood us do n for the d y. Corps e eerr® worl g ght and day on the t str ps d dispersalarea to r nde t em serviceable on days follo g a ra nstormA e e lent pict e " Dest nation To o," s shown i theeven n .

18 t o the weather cont nue to be b d , e a ed to f
two mi s s i ons , bot h i n c l os e s uppor t of t he Fi f t h A , Bomb-a d s t r a g cl os e auppor t of r o d t roop r e ui r e skeen observatfon d p pointin by the flight l aders or elseour o troops sta d to suffer dfsa ter. e feel proud o theor of ou squ d on pilots as there has been noth n but praisef r om t h , as t o t he i r per orma ce s .

19 Th ee bomb li e show w e the eatent of ou e fort for t eday. Capta n .g l G. Olsen , te ligence O ficer, an S/ gt,Ja es W. La , ass t ess sergea t, are two ppy men th seve for t ey ere ormed that they woul be shipp gStatesid® u der the rotation plan, lst L ®ut n nt e ,nsen , one of o sen or pilots, is return n hom on a t rtyd f url ou h ,

O Good flyi weat er the battle area of the Goth c inefavor our Thunde bomber efforts with one ei t and t e os p ssions be flown in close support sho S. O ders arenow bei t en for alabaster p cques a d boo e s with thes qu d on i ns i f a car ved on the . A deal er ne P s a has donen cellent ob reproduc n the ig a and it wi e agood so e r to bri home with us.

Sl For the p st fe ee e ave flo n to the Got ic L ne aooft n hat it s now bee dded to th t lo g list of"
ru " h ch past d present pilots wi l reme ber years

C T
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Sheet No. 6, war Diary of the Si ty-Si th Fi hter Sqd ., PO 650.

ont h of t ober , 1 944 . Pr epar ed by A. N. pos t ol ou , l s t Li eut . .C.

DAY VE TS

to come. The weather closed i du ing the third mission d
• t e four pla es ere forced to land t Flor ce, returnin

later on the afte noon to o r rain so ed ield.

2 The heavy ra s of the previous day hich cont nued on throu -
out the e rly morni , le t the field n erviceable. S/Sgt.
Robert Bartosz nd his three able as ist nts by their ing uity

d provis have bu lt a photo l b, completel ho s d .nth two toned ply ood, on n old Itie truck . The e h s
been p t d a d desi ned by P ivate K l A. ller, a co erci l
artist n Ci y Street. A central control s itch controls plu b-
ng, l ghti g, heat g and ventilation . The plu b n system i
a l l bu l t and n el ec t r i c p p . es a t er pr e s s e ; al l
lightin is indirect. The laboratory equ .pmen

t has been scroun
and a ood word ght be added or the exce nt ork prod ced
by t he men .

23 eather conditions ere satisfactory for fl ng but our dispersal
area resembled a mud p ddle nd e rem ined bogged do n . e
no have a squ dron b rber ,

Cor oral Danny Caputo , a tonsortorial
expert of y years st ndi g . s shop has been set up a
te t nd he is us g a barber 's kit , whic is no squadron
issue . is b ll of fare reads " a cuts, 20 lires ; s aves, 10."

24 T e directive cal ed for three clase support sho s over the
Gothic e and or a cha e e were able to ul ill o ent e
schedule. Congratulations ere i o der to-day to Captain
Do ld A . th on his rece t promotion from ist ieut nt d
to Lieutena ts An erson , n elone, Dodds, Hutton , Pernic , a d

uf ho ave d i s carded t he i r f aded ol d bar s or t hos e o
sh ey silver.

25 T e day s fly n activity co ist d o t o fo pl e m ssions
over the othic Line a d then at noon bad eather set i , can-
celli the rem der of t e scheduled flights. T e m il clerk
f nally produced enou h il to k ep everyone satisfied tor
awhile. n the evenin , the pict e " der In T es Sq re
Was sho n .

C L T
-
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She e t No . 7 , 1 ar Di a r y of t he Si x t y - S i x t h Fi t e r Sq . , O 6 50 .

on t h o t obe r , 1944 .
P e pa r ed by . N . po s t o l o u , l s t

Li eut , . .

DAY T

26 ctremely bad weather cu tailed our i hter bomber ef orts
for the d y. s the result of the heavy ra of the last

few days, the camp area of the e isted perso nel as ell

as the aird ome s ta en on the appearance of a mud vi lage.
On the whole, tho h , t e te ts ave weathered the stor

good s ape as by now t e men ow a l the tricks o pre-
vent n ashouts.

2? nother day of bad weather with unserviceable field but
in the afternoon co ditio h d mproved enough to s d out

an arm d recce to t e SpeZia-Genoa rea. However, the fli t

returned a ew minutes a ter take off due to mecha ical trouble
of the fli t leader. D ing the past two mon hs there as been
a cha ge f r om twel ve s i p f l i t s t o t os e o e i t or f o
a rcrafts. The targets i the area we are now operat ng
warrant only s ll fli hts d d in bad we .ther, it is mu h

easier to m neuver with a s ll formation.

28 It was early afternoon before our first mission was airbor e
but be f o r e da rl e s s c r p t , f our a rmed r e c ce s had s e t c our s e
over the Po Valle . For the first t e a weeks pilots
d ample opportunity to test their g s on worth hile targets

and nu erous tr s a d roll n stoc s were left n the ake

o d e s t ruc t i on .

29 Ou operatio s for the day consisted o a " d y ru " to the
field for a 1400 hrs. ta e of but cle ent w ther over the
target area c ce led the mission. Dur the c rent l ll ,
roc ets h ve been talled on five planes by a service t
n Napl es . I t i s no t def i t e l y ow t he n ber o r ocke t
c arr ai r craf t t ha t t hi s s quadron wi l l have f or f ut u e
opera t i ons .

30 .thov
h a four pl e mission was able to reach the Gothic

i ne , t e f l i ght l eader f oun t he t ar e t ar ea c ompl et el y
closed a as forced to ret n to the home base with
bombs. a or Ja es G. Curl, one of ou ormer Com d
O ficers who returned to the St tes, dropped n to-d y to
r e ac q a n t anc es , He i s now as s i ned t o a P- 51 out f i t .

QN s '
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Sh e e t o . 8 , ar D r y of t Si t y • S z Fi gh t e 3qdn . , PO 6 .
,

a t h o Oc t b r , 1 44 . Pr ep r e by . H. pos t ol ou , l s t L eut , . G.

D

31 hu ri call om the Fifth Ar y o wip out a Je r strong•
hol a i f ont of t h® b mb l e f ound ei ght of ov ai r cra t
sett n co se i edi tley. The l ht le der, st Lieutena t
Jame P. rt ig, c cl d the t rget r for close to a half

hou i t e f ace of t s e f l a f f or t t o p n po t t e
well ca ou lag d target. However the result of the mi sioa w s
cl evident a , b for th® li ht ad r ch d the r ho e
base, co ratulator w re was received fro t e Fif .
A a m d recce to the V ey con titut d t e r s der o
o f or t s f or t he d .
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