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i CORFIDENTIAL -
HEADJUARTERS SIXTY-SIXTH F. S,
AP0 650, U S Aruy,
30 September 1944
Ay G5 3147

SUBJECT: Historical Records.

TO : Commanding General, X11 Fighter Commend, A.P.0.
650, U S Army.

1, Outline History of the 66th Fighter Sguadron for
the period of 1 oeDQEJber thru 30 September 1944,

a. Present designation: 6€6th F, S., S7th F. G.,
X1l ¥, Cs, X11 A, F.

b. Change in assignwent: Relieved assignment from
87th F. W, and assigned to X1l F. C,

¢+ Change in attachment: None

d. Change in Commanding Officer: None

€. Change in Staff Officers: None

f. Strength, commissioned and enlisted:
(1) lonth of September, 1944:
(a) 1 Beptember 1944:
1, Commissioned: 56
2., IEnlisted: 250
(b) Net increase:
l. Commissioned: O
2. Enlisted: g1
(e) Net decresse:

1. Comunissioned: 6 =

2« PEnlisted: Z o

(d) 30 September 1944: i

1, Commissioned: 51 B

£. Enlisted: 249 W

]-4
g« Stations: &
(1) Name of station: Alto L. G. Corsica, =
(a) Date of arrival: " A " party, 28 March %
1944: " B " party, 6 April 1944, x
(2) Name of station: Ombrone L. G., Italy. :ﬁ

=
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Page 2., Outline History.of 66 th F. S. August, 1944,
i * £l - .
(a) Date of arrival: " A " party, 11 September
1944; " B " party, 2l September 19:i4.
(3) Name of station: Grosseto L. G., Italy.
(a) Date of arrival: FPlanes arrived
25 September 1944,
(4) The squadron personnel remained at Cmbrone thru
30 September 1944,
h, MNovements:
(1) From Alto L.G., Corsica, to Cmbrone L. Gs, Italy.
(a) Purpose: Change of station.
(b) Dates: Shown sbove under " g " stations.
(¢) liode of travel: lNotor convoy and LST.
(4) Condition of roads, conveyance, and eeather:
3 General conditions good.

i, Campaigns:
(1) Name: Italian.
(2) Duration: Still in progress.

j. Operations:
(1) Campaigns: Italian,
(2) Nature of operations: Dive boubing, armed recce
and bomber escort.
(3) Number of missions and sorties for the period
1 September thru 30 September 1944,
(a) Missions: 4l
(b) Sorties: 296
(4) Result of most important mission,
(a) Uission Wo. 823 of 3 September 1944.

I, Direct hits on two bridges; numerous
engines, tenk cars, and locomotives
destroyed.

k. Coumending Officer on important mission: 2nd Lieut.
Grady F. Davenport.

1, Losses in action:
(1) Missing in action.

(2) Name: £2nd Lieut. Thomas D, Davis.
Date: 2 September 1944,

(b) Name: &nd Lieut. Alfred D. Mammarelli.
Date: 4 September 1844,

(¢) Neme: 1lst Lieutenant Vincent J. Bracha,
Date: 9 September 1944,

(3) Name: Captain Donald W, Bell,
Date: 15 September 1944.

m. Presentations of awards to past and present members
of this organization. .
(1) Name: 1st Lieut. Richard L, Johnson.
(a) Basis: BExtrsordinary Achievement.
(b) BReward: Distinguished Flying Cross.
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.“Page 3., Outline History off 66th F 5. Septemver, 1944,

(2) Name: 1lst Iieut. William R, Hill.
(a) Basis: Extraordinary Achievement.
(b) Reward: Distinguished Flying Cross.

(8) Neme: 1lst Lieut. Stephen L. Bettinger.
(a) Basis: Extreordinary Achievement.
(b) Reward: Distinguished Flying Cross.

(4) Name: Major Charles C., Leaf,
(a) Basis: Extraordinary Achievement.
(b) Reward: British Distinguished Flying Cross,

(5) Name: Major William P. Benedict.
(a) Basis: Extraordinary Achievement.
(b) BReward: British Distinguished Flying Cross.

(6) Name: Staff Sergeant Stephen L. Zuzze.
(a) Basis: Heroisam not involving actual conflict.
(b) Reward: Soldier's liedal,

(7) Name: Staff Sergeant Robert P, Stewart.
(a) Basis: Heroisam not involving actual conflict,
(b) Reward: Soldier's iedal.

(8) Name: 1st Lieut. Quentin J. Goss.
(a) Basis: leritorious Achievement.
(b) Rewasrd: Air lMedal.

(9) Name: 2£nd Lieut. Anthony R. Knauf,
(a) Basis: leritorious Achievement,
(b) Reward: A4ir ledal.

(10) Name: 2nd Lieut, James L. Moody.
(2) Basis: Meritorious Achievement,
(b) Reward: Air Medal.

(11) Name: 1st Lieut. Carrol J. Yoder.
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement.
(b) Reward: 2nd OLC to Air lMedal.

(12) Name: 1st Lieut. Vincent J. Bracha.
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement.
(b) Reward: 2nd OLC to Air ledalj;

(13) Kame: 2nd Lieut. Carl B, Carlson.
(a) Basis:. Meritorious Achievement,
(b) Reward: 2nd OLC to Air.ledal.

(14) Name: 1st Lieut, Richard L, Johnson.
(a) Basis: licritorious Achievement,
(b) Reward: #2nd (CLC to Air ledal,

(15) Name: 1st Lieut. Bobby J. Pridgeon.
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement.
(b) Reward: 2nd Q0IC to Alr ledal.

(16) Name: 1lst Lieut. William R. Hill.
(a) Basis: NMeritorious Achievement.
(b) Reward: 2nd OLC to Air lMedal.

(17) Name: &nd Lieut. Grady F., Davenport,
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement.
(b) Reward: 3rd OLC to Air ledal.
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Page 4., Outline History of.66th F. 5. September 1944,

(18) Name: lst Lieut. Donald L. Bmith.
(a) Basis: MNeritorious Achieveument.
(b) Reward: 3rd OLC to Air ledal.
(19) Name: 2nd Lieut, Carl B, Carlson.
(a) Basis: Weritorious Achievement.
(b) Reward: 3rd OLC to Air Medal.
(20) Name; 1st Lieut, William R, Hill,
X

(a) Basis: UNeritoricus Achievement,

(b) Reward: 3rd OLC to Air ledal,
(21) Name: 1st Lieut. Richard L, Johnson.

() Basis Veritorious Achievement.

(b) Reward: 3rd OLC to Air Medal,
(22) Name: 1st Lieut. Wilbur P. Bailey.
(a) Basis: Meritorious Achievement.
(b) Reward: 3rd OLC to Alr ledal.
(£3) Name: Captain Eigil G. Ulsen.
(a) Basis: leritorious Service.
(b) Reward: Bronze Star.

2. TInclosed are the War Diary of the 66th Fighter Squadron
for the period 1 September thru 30 September 1944 and Special
A

Account of Wission 823 of 3 September 194

vaxe

CHARLES C. LEAF,
Major, Air Corps,
Comnanding.
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Sheet No., 1, War Diury of the 66th Fighter Sadn., A.P.0. 650,

YWonth of September, 1944. Prepared by Eigil G. Clsen, Capt., ACe

DAY EVENTS

1 Except for a training flight there was no flying to-day as we
were released for maintenance purposes. About five hundred
bottles of beer were flown in from Africa to-day. Major Leaf
has promised the sguadron a party before leaving the island
and he is attempting to store a supply of liquor that will make
the oceasion one long to be remembered. " As Thousands Cheer,"
a collection of excellent musical shorts,-was shown in the .

evening.

[ae)

Three missions, an armed recce and two bomber escorts, found

us returning to the Po Valley, to onceé again attack enemy com-
munieation lines. While down on the deck in search of targets
of opportunity near Farrara, Ttaly, nd Lieut. Thomas D. Davis
was seen to pull up into the clouds and no further contact was
ever made with him. Congratulations were in order to-day to
Majors Charles C, Leaf and wWillism P. Benedict, our present and
past squadron commanders, when it was announced that they were
the recepients of the coveted British Distinguished Flying Cross
for their work in Yugoslavia,

3 Pilots returning from two armed recces in the Po Valley reported
that it was & shade like ola times with the numerous targets
offered, Destruction was rained upon rolling stock, motor
transports, barges, and pontoonsg 2 bomber escort completed the
dey's activity. lovies have slways been one of the foremost
morale builders in this sguadron and it hes been an universal
gripe of the men against the so called " flag wavers " and®
second rate productions. Hollywood has.-evidently heeded these
complaints and those of other G I's as eviaenced by the high

graae performance of the picture.for the evening, " The Adventureg

of lark Twain " and many pictures of similar caliber which have
been shown recently.

4 The directive called for two dive bombing shows and an armed
recce to the old hunting grounds, the Po Valley; targels were
plentiful but not as abundant as the previous day. 2nd Lieut.
Alfred D, Vsmmarelli failed to pull out of his bomb run during
the first mission and his a/c was Seen to auger in and ex=

lode. The excessive heat of the lagt few weeks hgs tell-
fng affect on the men working unﬁer e ﬁoh sun ang h%%%bgt§.
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Sheet No. 3, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sqdn., A.P.0. 650

lonth of September, 1944, Prepared by Elgll G. Olsen, Captey A.Ce

DAY EVENTS

of ® A " party to Italy. The convoy pulled out shortly after
noon bound for Calvi where they loaded on an L.S.T. manned

by the U, S, Navy, our first trip with our own Navy. Four
armed recces and an air sea rescue misslon kept " B " party
on the jump from early morning till dark., lst Lieut. Richard
L. Johnson, flight leader of the last mission, bombed and
straffed a string of railrosd cars loaded with ammo. A
terrific explosion followed and lst Lieut. Vincent J. Bracha
called in on the " BT " to say he was hit. He wes gulded to
the coast by Lieut. Johnson and, a half mile off the shore
from Genoa, he bailed out at 300 feetl. Coastal guns immed-
iately opened up on him but he eventually managed to climb
into his Aingy while three a/c of the flight circled him.
Just as the P.B.Y. arrived, Lieut. Bracha was not to be seen
and all that remained of the dingy was scattered remnants of
rubber.

10 Operations were on a smaller scale to=-day - two armed recces
and the planes were then put away for the night. Excitement
ran high for & few minutes to-day When an a/c of the 65th
Sguadron caught fire. The bombs exploded and flying shrapnel
set fire to an adjoining a/c, which also exploded. " A"
party set sail at 0230 hours and after an hour or twe of
rough water, the ship reached a smooth pace thru the typically
" pillpond " Mediterranean. An unusal treat was in store
for the men.when three meals of good Navy chow was served.

At 1630 hours Piombino, Italy,was reached; the ship was un-
loaded and they then drove to Grosseto where they parked and
set up camp for the night,

11 Only two routine armed recces to the Po Valley were flown to=-
day. Pilots report that this area has been well clobbered by
now, and, except for occasional rolling stock and a few marsh-
alling yards, targets are scarce. " A " party was up early
to drive to the new field, Ombrene, which is about seven miles
east of Grosseto., About & mile from the field, camp was set
up in 8 belt of beautiful jack pines. The pilots and ground
officers will live in five villas about five miles from the
field at Grosseto liarina.
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CONFIDENTIAL
Sheet No. £, War Diary of the &6th Fighter Sqdn., AP0, 6504

Month of September, 1944, Prepared by Eigil G. Ulsen, Capt., ALC.

DAY FEVENTS

but the weather has now taken a decided change and the days
and nights have a definite autumn tinge.

5 The day's flying activity consisted of two armed recces to
the Po Valley. Passes to Rome and Alexandria have been re-
sumed for both the officers and the enlisted men, although
the quota is much smaller than before. Another excellent
picture, " The Bridge of San Luis Rey " was shown this evenings

¢ Dawn broke with a fine drizzling rain falling and slthough two
missions had been scheduled, the weather curtailed operations
and we stood down for the day. We drew our two week ration
of two bottles of Coca Cola and elght bottles of beer. e
have always associated Coca Cola and beer with fond memories
of America and civilization and it helps close the gap literally
between Corsica and home,

7 Due to lack of suitable targets we were released for the daye.
Wiith " B " party of the 4th French Fighter Group breaking
camp to-day, the area has taken on the appearance of a deserted
village as there are now only two fighter groups remaining.
An excellent variety of two weeks canteen rations were issued
and in the evening the picture " Rosie the Riveter " was
shown,

8 Tt was 1700 hours before a scheduled 0900 hours arued recce to
the Po Valley became airborne; a heavy downpour of rain and
inclement weather wade missions abortive during the remainder
of the day. The Group insignias, which were ordered many
wonths back, arrived to-day; Good Conduct Ribbons and four
batile stars for our Huropesn=-African Theater Ribbon, one each
for the Egyptain-Libylan, Tunisian, Sicilian and Ttalian
campaigns, were issued, iate in the evening word was received
that " A " party would depart tomorrow for a destination not
yet annowiced.

9 The entire squadron was up before dawn to prepare for the move
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Sheet No, 4, War Diary of the 66th Fignter Squadron, A.P.0. 6350.

Month of September, 1944. Prepared by Eigil G. Olsen, Capt., A4.C.

EVENTS

12

Three armed recces on the milk run to the Po Valley were on
the schedule for the day. The French Fiesta grounds, located
near our camp area, burned to the ground tonight. The fire
is believed to have been started by a carelessly discarded
cigarette butt. " A " party spent the day in setting up
camp. A shower, a huge tank on several upright boards, has
been installed; although it is a far cry from the crystal
clear water of the stream at Alto, it will serve its purpose.

13

No variations of the directive to-day and once again it was
two armed recces to the Po Valley. A British ENSA stage show
was put on in the 26th Service Group area this evening. The
type of entertainment usually given by ENSA offers exception-
ally good talent and the men have nothing but the highest of
praise for their productions., " A " party spent the day
hoping and praying the planes wouldn't arrive at their field
and shortly after noon their entreaties were answered,

14

By now the pllots lkmow just about every blade of grass in the
Po Valley as, except for s few weeks of operations in France,
they have been flying over that territory for five morths.
Two more shows armed recces, were flown there to-day. The
picture " A Guy Named Joe," starring Spencer Tracy, offered
an excellent evening's entertainment. No diversion in the
activity of " A " party -~ just sitting around enjoying the
picturesque scenes of Italy.

15

The bitter must be taken with the sweet and, although lst
Lieut. Richard L., Johnscn and flight reported the destruction
of a good amount of rolling stock on our only mission for the
day, the results were somewhat dimmed by the loss of Captain
Donald W. Bell, who crashed into a locomotlve during a
strafing run. The group B-25's have been shuttling equipment
over to the new field in Italy; by the time " B " party is
ready to depart, & goed amount of their equipment will be in
use on the new field.,
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Sheet No, 5, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sgdn., 4.P.0.650,

Month of September, 1944, Prepared by Eigil G. Olsen, Capt., A«C.

16 A dive bombing show and an armed recce constituted the day's
flying activity although a third scheduled mission was
abortive due to threatening weather, B-26's of the 3Z0th
Bomb Group have started moving in cur field and within a few
days they should be ready for operations, " A " party spent
another uneventful day swesting out the planes to land on
their field,

17 Word was received that the planes would fly to Ombrome L. G.
in the afternoon but two armed recces set course to the Po
Valley before they departed. Personnel and equipment were
flown to the new field in DC's and B-25's and in the evening
a B-26 transported a number of mechanics and armorers. There
was much anxiety amongst those men as the pilot of the B-Z6
was unable to locate the field and finally, when gas was run-
ning low he was forced to land at Grosseto Main where they re-
mained for the night.

18 The kites are now with " A " party and in the morning an armed
recce set course to reconmoiter our old hunting grounds, the
Po Valley; a second scheduled mission was abortive due to
weather, A very generous ration of canteen supplies were
issued." B " party in Corsica spent the day preparing for the
anticipated move.

19 Three schedules missions for a busy day but once again weather
interfered and-the third mission stood down. ZEarly in the
afternoon several transports landed here and & number of men,
with " sprog " written all over their faces, climbed ocut. They
were replacements for the men who had left for the B-£9 groups
and our squadron received nine,all basic men. In a steady down-
pour of rain, " B " party departed from their camp area at Alteo
to procede to a marshalling yard outside of Bastia. Equipment
and personnel were loaded on an American L.S5.T. and they spent
the night in the harbor.

20 A mission was scheduled for early morning but a cloudy sky at
dawn followed by a torrential downpour of rain which continued
for hours, made all missions abortive, " A " party set sail
from Bastia early in the morning in a rough sea that left the
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Sheet No. 6, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sgdn., A.FP.Us 650,

Month of September, 1944, Prepared by Eigil G. Olsen, Capt., AL

DAY

EVENTS

men hanging their head over the rail most of the trip.
Arriving at Piombino late in the afternoon, the convoy was
unable to dock due to the crowded condition of the harbor;
resultingly another night was spent in a harbor.

The condition of our drome is easiest described by the fact
that the sea gulls are now lighting on the runway instead

of the nearby Tyrrhenian Sea. It appears that we will be
stood down for several days yet. After a nignt in the harbor
ot Piombino, " B " party sailed north to Leghorn where they
finally disembarked. The greater part of the personnel and
equipment succeeded in reaching camp this evening but some
few spent the night along the road south of Leghorn.,

The drome is still in wretched condition. Engineers are
attempting to set up a drainage system but in air corps lingo,
the field appears " to have had it," During the past week,
twenty new enlisted men have joined the sguadron and we are
now at full T. 0. strength, Except for one corporal, there
is no rank amongst them, Advancement for the enlisted per-
sonnel has been slmost frozen for the last year but now it
will be possible to distribute to the worthy ones, the rank
they are deserving of. A double feature, " Blonde Trouble "
and " Du Barry Was A Lady," was shown in the local cinema
house, a converted garage in Grosseto liarina.

23

Vechanics took a trip to the line this morming to pre-flight
the aireraft, With fiying activity at a standstill, the men
are having a well earned respite after the extensive operat-
ions in Corsica. Some of the pilots are spending a few days in
Rome and many of the men have taken daily passes to the ad-
joining towns to see what they have to offer, The picture,

" Reunion In France," was shown this evening.

Ay
>

The plianes will be flown to Grosseto lain L. G, as soon as
conditions warrant their taking off; future cperations will
be based tfrom this field, Bombs were dropped from all air-
craft but late in the afterncon it wus decided to hold off
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Sheet No. 7, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sgdn., A.P.C. 650,

Yonth of September, 1944. Prepared by Eigil G, Olsen, Capt., 4. Cd
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CURFIDENTTAL

EVERTS

DAY

the removal until the f&llowing day. A numper of the men
took off this evening to & nearby town to trip the light
fantastic with the Italian Signorianas.

The condition of the field is finally serviceable enough

to fly the planes out and this afterncon the a/c of the

three squadrons flew to¢ Grosseto Main amidst much " sweatlng
out " but with no accidents. The 47th Medium Eomb Group

has moved from that drome but the S6th Fighter Group will
remain there as our neighbors. _The field was well clobbered
during the aeriasl onslaught in Italy, often by our own pilots,
and much of the area is still strewn wilh wreckage.

26

lost of the day was spent in moving equipment to the new
field, the setting up of tents, and maintenance of the air-
craft, Although it will involve a ride of several wmiles
from the camp area and & longer distance from the officer's
villas, we will continue to remain at our present site. A
tentative plan whereby each sguadron operates for two con-
secutive days has been set up.

27

64th's turn to operate to-day and tomorrow we hope to
finally set course to mateh wits with the wiley Hum. A
definite policy of pass system for the enlisted personnel
of the group has been set up whereby each man is entitled
to a five day furlough every two months and ten days every
four months., It appears that the mail authorities have
forgotten that we exist; except for a mere trickle of
letters, day after day passes without the much awaited

" mail call,"

ze

Hitler's entreaties were answered once more and a light
rain fell during the greater part of the night, The
directive called for several missions in close supporit
of the Army but the first mission returned early due to
weather, The dispersal area was such that all planes had
to be pulled by the cletrac to the runway. We were Tre-
leased early in the morning due to the condition of the
field and the weather.
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Sheet No, 8, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sgdn., A.P.0. 630,

Month of September, 1944. Prepared by Eigil C. Olsen, Capt., A.C.

DAY EVENTS

29 It was hoped that the dispersal area would be serviceable
to schedule a few flights but in the afternoon it was de-
cided to cancel all missions. The enlisted men have taken
over 2 small three room house, directly across the street
from their camp area, to be used as a day room. A lot of
hard work has been spent in removing the pine seeds which
had been stored there, cleaning the walls and floors, paint-
ing and repairing, and for their efforts they now have an
ideal club house.

30 It actually happened. We flew to-day, four armed Trecces
and an anti flak diversion show, A4 long lay over usually
results in a temporary drop in the efficiency of the
squadron but to-day operations sailed along smoothly. The
schedule eslled for close support of the Fifth Arumy as
directed by " Rover Joe " but bed weather over the Gothlc
Jine forced flights to bomb alternate targets, communication
lines in the Po Valley. During the second mission Znd Lieut.
David T, Hutton, his aircraft damaged by flak, was forced
to belly land at a Florence Drome. st Lieut. William R,
Hill and 1st ILieut. Bobby J. Pridgeon, two of our oldest
and most réspected pilots, packed bags to-day to ship
stateside.
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Sheet No, 9, War Diary of the 66th Fighter Sgén., A.F.0. 650.

~

Month of September, 1944, FPrepsred by Eigil G. Olsen, Capt., A.C.

Special Account of Mission No, 883 of 3 Septewber, 1944 from
Alto L. G. Corsica
A/C PILOT 4/C PILC
91 Davenport 95 Bracha
83 Novd 84 Lown
&4 Hartwig 89 lioody
71  Hutton 70 osites

Duty: & a/c with £ x 500 1/10 delay on armed recce from
Savona, Turin and Cuneo.

Narrative: Formation headed on course, climbing to
11,000 feet, A 100 foot concrete highway bridge at 0-07-58
was bombed from 1,000 feet, Two hits scored on south approach
and two hits on road just north of bridge. The last flight-
bombed a railroad bridge at 0-0658, one direct hit scored on
south end and several near misses. OStraffing atitscks were made
as follows: at 0-05-55, £ passanger cars and englne heading west,
Engine destroyed, cars smoking. At 6-25-50, engine strafed and
destroyed and house set afire. At J-05-04, engine and £0 plus
flat and boxcars heading north with 15 /T on flat cars,., Engine
destroyed and 3 plus smokers, At 0-0196, /¥, one engine with
steam up destroyed, 5 plus tank cars, one exploded; 8 boxcars
and 12 flat cars with M/T, two flamers and several smoking; at
the northwest corner of town ( 0-C1-96 ) lsrge fire, black smoke,
also as result of attack, At 0-00-86, 16 plus flat cars with M/T,
two flsmers and 3 smoking, O-04-61, 20 plus box cars and gondolas,
7 plus smoking, 0-09-52, 10 box cars, results not observed. UWeo
e/a. 20mm from house at 0-25-50, scant inaccurate ( house strafed
and set afire ) MNear Asti, railroad traffic appeared headed
north and northwest, At least five engines were observed. A
barrage ballon, drifting loose seen in arez T-5C-80 at 35,000 feet.
Visibilty good over target area, along coastline from Genoa east,
10/10 from deck to 1£,000 and thunderheads. £/10 at 3,000 feet
over sea; alr extremely rough,

All a/c returned safely.
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