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, ; ' : T,I?T S ST' TY- S T . S .

AF 650 , U S A y ,
30 Se tember 1944

A . G. 314 . ?

SU CT : s t or i ca l Re co d s .

TQ ; Cor mand i ng Gen er a l , l l i t er Co a d , . . .
650 , S A :,y .

1 . Out l i n e h s t or of t h e 6 t h Fi t e r S ouad r on f or
the period of 1 September thrv 30 September 19 4

,

a . Pr e s er.t d e s i gna t i on : 66 t h F . S . , 57 t h F . G. ,
Xl l F . C . , X l A . F .

b . h a r e i a s s n en t : Re l i ev ed a s s i r en t f r om
8? t h F . ti , a nd a s s i n ed t o X .1 F . .

c . Ch a e r a t t a c e n t : h o e

d . Ch an ; e i n Co: a r i C:' f i c e r : r o e

e . Ch an e i n S a f f Of i c r s : I on e

. f . S t r e ri ; t , c o s s i on d a n en l i s t cd :
(1 ) orit li o f t e e r , 1 9 4 :

(a ) 1 S t mb r 1 944 :
1 , Co-- i s s i on ed : 5 6
2 . l i s t e d : 3 0

' (b ) I e t i c r e a s e :
1 . Co s s i o Pd : 0
2 . i s t d : 21

(c ) ?ie t d e c r e a s e ; ' C
1 . Co i s s i o e d : - 6 .. ..
, l ,l i s t cd :

S( ) 3G 5 r_t e
be 1944 ;

l . Co i s s i or ed : 51

, l i s t e d : 4 9
I

, S t a t i on s : ,( 1 ) i a e o f s t a t i o : t o . G . Co r s i c a .
(a ; a t e of a r r i va l ; " A " p a r t y , I a r ch '

1 9 4 ; " B " pa r t y , 6 r i 1 9 4 . -
c

(2 ) I:a e of s t a t i on : b r or L . G, , I l a l y .

. + _
i
,
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Pa g e 2 . , Out l i n e ' s t o r y . of 66 t h
.
F . S . A us t , 1 94 4 . ,

•

(a ) Da t e of r i a l : ' " pa r t y , 1 e t embe r

1 9 ; " B " a r t y , l Se . t emb e r 1 9 4 .
(3 ) e of s t a t i on : r o s s t o . G. , I t a l y .

( a ) Da t of r r i va l ; l _ S a r r i v ed

5 ep t emb e r 1 944 .(4 Th e s q d r on e r s on e l r n ed a t Cmbr on e t h r u
30 Se tember 1944 .

h , ;:ov emen t s :
(1 ) Fr om l t o L' . G. , Cor s

i ca , t o
Omb r on e L . G. , I t a l y .

( a ) P po s e : Cr an e of s t a t i on .
b ) ates : Shown above : er " g " stations.
c ) , oci e of t r a v e l : : :o t or c on voy a n d ST .
(d ) Condition o roads, convey ce , a d e ther :

General conditions good .

i . Campa i r_s :(1) I me : Italia .
( ) a t i on : S t i l l i _ p r o r e s .

. Op r a t i or_s :(1 ) Ca p i n s : I t a l i an .
( ) Na t u r e of o pe r a t i on s : Di v e b o i n g , a r u ed r e c c e

and bo ber escort .(3 ) b r o s s i o s an d s or t e f or t he e r i od

1 Sep t embe r t h r u 3 Se pt e r b e r 1 9 4 .
(a ) ..:i s s

i on s : 4 1
( b ) Sor t i e s : 2 96

(4 ) Res t of mos t i mpor t n t i s s i on .
(a ) s i on No . 82 3 of 3 Se p t e r 1 944 .

' 1
.

Direct hits on two brid es ; numerous

.
e ines ,

ta cars , and locomotives

d e s t r oy ed .
k . Co ma nd i n g Of f i c er on i mpor t an t s s i on : 2nd Li e u t .

Grady F . DavenFort.

. Losses in action :
(1 ) °i s s i i n c t i on .( ) Name : n d Li e u t . Th oma s D .

Da v i s .
Da t e : 2 S r t embe r 1 944 .

(b ) e : n d Li e u t . l f r ed D . ": a a r e l l i .
. Da t e : 4 Se p t e b e r 1 9f 4 .

( c ) ame : l s t Li Ut en an t i c en t . r a ch a .
Date : 9 September 1944 .

(d ) Na e : Ca pt a i n Do l d J, Bel l .
Date : 15 September 1944 .

m. P e s n t a t i or_s of a a r d s t o pa s t a nd p r e s en t r e b r s

of t h i s or g an i z s t i on .
(1 ) r a e : l s t Li eu t . R ch .r

d L . J o s on .
(a ) Ba s i s : t r a or d i n a r y ch i ev e t .
b ) Re a r d : Di s t i n g ui s h l y i n Cr o s s .

CONF TT L

s 1
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• - ' Fa e -3 . , Out l i n e s t or y of f 66t h F S . Sep t ember , 1944 . • . -

. . .c.

( 2 Na e : l s t L Ut . i l l i am R. Hi l l .
(a ) asis : I traordinary Achievement .
(b ) Reward : D st ngu.s

hed Flying Cross .
( ) ame : lst Lieut . Stephen .

Betti er.(a ) Ba s i s : ct r a or d ar y Ach i eve en t .
(b ) P,e va r d : Di s t i r g u s e d Fl i n g Cr o s s .

( 4 ) ame : i a j or Ch a r l e s C . Lea f .( a ) 3a s i s : t r a or d i n a r y Ach i e v eu en t .Cb ) Rewa r d : Br i t i s h Di s t i g u s h e d Fl y i n g Cr os s .
( 5 ) Ta e : ' j o r i l l i a P . B n ed i c t .

(s 3asis: traordin ry Achievement.(b ) Rewa r d : Br i t i s h D s t i r u i s h ed Fl y i n g Cr o s s .
(6 ) a e : St a f .

f Se r g ea n t S t e ph en Z . Zu ze .
a ) Basi : H roisam not involvin actu l co lict .
(b ) Reward : Soldier s edal .

. 7 Na e : St a f f Ser g ea n t Rob r t P , St ew r t .
(a ) Basis : Heroisam not ir.v

olv .ng act al conflict .
( b ) Rewa r d : So d i e r ' s ed a l .

(8 ) a e ; lst Lieut. uent n J
.
Goss.

(a Basis : eritorious Achievement.(b ) e r d : r eda l .( 9 } ame : 2nd Li e u t . An t h ony R . Ln a uf .(a ) a s i s : : :e r i t or i ou s Ach i ev eme _t .(b ) Rewa r d : A r ' d a l .
(10) a e : nd ieut. Jam s L. oody.

(a) Basis : ieritorious Achieve ent,
( b ) Rew r d : i r ed a l .

(11 ) Na e : lst Lieut. Carrol J. 'oder .(a ) Ba s i s : I r i t or i ous Ach i ev e en t .(b P e r d : n d O C t o Ai r ed a l .
(12 ) ame : lst Lieut . Vincent J

.
Bracha .(a ) Ba s i s : I r i o r i o us , ch i ev e en t .(b ) R w r d : <r d C..C t o A r ed a l =

(1 3 ) ame : 2nd Li e u t . Ca r l B . Ca r l s on .
( ) Ba s i s : :.:e r i t or i ou s ch ev emen t .
(b ) Pe a r d : n d OL t o Ai r ' e da l .

(1 4 ) I ame : l s t Li e u t . i ch a r d L . o n s on .(a ) Ba s i s : ,': r i t or i o us cn i e v e en t
(b) Reward : nd to Air edal .

(1 5 ) Na e : l s t Li eu t , Bo y . Pr i d € e on .
(a ) Ba s i s : : r i t o.r i o us ch i EVe en t .( b ) Re ra r d : n d C t o Ai r eda l .

(1 6 } :ame : l s t Li e zt . ' i l l i a P. . Hi l l .
(a ) Ba s i s : " r i t o r i o u Ac i e v e : en t .
(b ) Re a r d : n d OLC t o Ai r :ed a l .

( l 7 ) 3ame : n d Li e u t . Gr s d y F . av en or t .
a ) Ba s i s : :e r i t or ou s Ac i e v emen t .( b ) R wa r d : 3 r d GLC t o Ai r i d a l .

CCN I ' I A
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Pa g e 4 . , u t l i n e Hi s t or y of ,
6 6 t F . . Se t embe r 1 9 4 , .

,
, - .. .

(1 8 ) e : l s t L: u t . Don l d T . S 1i t h .
(a ) a s i s : r i t o r i o us Ach i .ev e n t ,
( b ) Re a r d : 3r d OLC t o Ai r I ed a l .

(19) Name : nd L Ut ,
Carl B .

Carlson .
( a ) s i s : e r i t o r i o s Ach i e v : e r t .
(b ) Pe a r d : 3r d L t o .r ed a l .

( 0 ) s e ; l s t Li u t . i l l i a R , Hi l l ,
(a ) Ea i s : T r i t o r i c u s i e v e _:

t .
(b ) Rc a r d : 3r d OLC t o y i r "e a l ,

(2 1 ) Ia e : l s t Li e u t . Ri c a d L . J o n s on .
(a Ra s i s : e r .t or i ous

Ach eve en t .
(b ) Re a r d : 3 •d O C t o Ai r da l ,

{ ) 1a e : l s t Li e u t . ' i l b r P . Es i l e y .
(a ) a s i s : :e i t or i o u Ach i Ve en t .
(b ) a r d : 3r d I :C t o i r : d a l .

(<' 3 ) I a e : Ca r t a i n i l G. l s en .
(a ) Ba s i s : . er t or i o us s r v i c e .
(b ) •a r d : r on e S t a r ,

2 . c l o s ed a r e t h e " a r i a ; of t e 6 6 t h i t e r Sq d r on
f or t l e pe r i od 1 Sep t b e r t r u 3 0 S j t e b e r 1 94 4 a nd S e c a l

Ac c o t of i s i on 8 23 of 3 S ep t b e r 1 44 .

: T : C . L ,
jor ,

Air Corps ,
Co a nd i n. .
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Sh e t No . 1 , a r D r y of t h e 5 6t h F i gh t er S d . , A . P . O .
6 5C.

l on t h of S p t embe r , 1 94 4 .
Pr e p a r ed by i i l G. Ol s en Ca p t . , A . C .

DAY V TS

1 cept f or a t r a i n ng f l i gh t t her e wa s no f l y i ng t o- day a s we

ere released for maintena ce urposes. About five vndred

bottles of beer were flown in from Africa to-d y. ajor Leaf

has promised the sauadron a party efore leav ng the isla _
d

an d h e i s a t t eml:t i n g t o s t or a s up p y of l i qu or t ha t wi l l e

the occasion one long to b remembered .
" As Thou a ds Cheer ,

"

a c ol l e c t i on of ex c e l l er t mu i c l s h or t s , - a s sh o n i n t h e -

eve ing.

2 Three missions , an ar ed recce d
o
t

a
o
ain

r
attack

t

ene
u

o -
s returning to the Po Valley ,

to n g

n ca t i on l i n e s . ' h i l e d own on t h e d e ck i n s e a r ch of t r e t s

of opportu ty near Farrara ,
clou

s
a d o fu t er

c
ontac

a
w s

a s s e en t o pu l up n t o t h e
ev e r mad e wi t h h i m. Cong r a t u .a t i on s e r e i n or d er t o- d a y t o

Ia j or s Ch a r l e s C . Lea f an d i l l i a P •
c e
d t n t

p
t h e y

n
e r e

d

p a s t s q d r on c om . e r s , w
h en i t s

the recepients of the coveted ritish Disting .s
hed Fly g Cross

.
for their work Y oslavia .

3 Filots ret ning from two armed recces in the Po Valley re orted

t'rat it was a shade like ola times wit the nu erous targets

offered . estruction as rained uron rolling stock , motor

t r s or t s , b a r g e s , n d p or.t o on s ;
a b ombe r e s c or t c ompl e t ed t h e

d a y ' s a c i v i t y . :'ov i e s r v e a l w y s b e en on e of t h e f o r e o s t

morale b ilders in this scu ron and it h s been an universal

r i p e of t t e men a a i r s t t h e s o c l l ed " f b wa v e r s " d •

s e c on r t e pr o .uc t
i on s . rio ywood h a s ev i d en t l y h eed ed t he s e

complaints and those of other G I 's as evi enced by the hi h

•r a c e e r f or man c e of t h e p i c t ur e .
f or t h e ev en i r g , " Th e Ad v n t u e

o f i :a r
k
Tw i n " a r_ ma ny p i c t e s o ' s i r l c l i b e r i ch h v e

b een s h ow r e c en t l y .

4 e directive called for t o dive bombing shows and an ar d

r e c c e t o t h e o l d n n t i
b d a n

n
a s t l e

r
ev i ou s

ed
y
t a r s

p l e t f . ou
t n o t a s a

f D , ` r e l l i f a i l ed o S °
n
t
t o
f
a u e r i

mb
a n ex

l n

t h e f i r s t : .
i s s i on h i s a /

l od e Th e e x c e s n wor k i n
f r

1
f o s s

a
n d s h

ha t t y
e -

n g a f e c t on t l g

CJ :F I TI
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r:e t i o . 3 , ' :a r Di r y of t i: e 66t h Fi t ar S dn . , . F .G. 65 .

,:on t h of Sep t ember , 1944 . P pa r ed by i l G. Ul s en , Cap t . , . .

v V :TS

of " A " pa r t y t o t a l y , ` h e on voy pu l e d ou t s or t l y a f t er

n oon bound f or Ca .
l i wh e r e t h e y l o ao ed on a n L . S .T . : .e

d

by t h e U. S . ' a v y , o r f
_
i r s t t r i wi t h ou r own Na vy . Four

a r med r e c c e s a n a r.:. a
i r s e a r e s c u e s on k e p t " B " pa x•t y

on t ii e j mp f r om e a r l y c r n i r g t i l l c a r k , l s t Li eu t . i c h ar d

L . J oh n s on , f l i gh t
l e a e r o.

h e l a s t - i s s i on , bo b e d a d

straffed a string f rail oad cars 1cad d with a o . A

t e r r i f i c ex l o s i on f o l l o e an d l s t Li e ut . V?n c er t J . r a cha

ca l l d i n on t h e " P.T " t o s a y h e wa s . t . e wa s gui d ed t o
t h e c oa s t by i eu t . J o n on a n d , a h a l f n .l e of f t h e s h or e
f r om Gen oa , h e b a i l ed ou t t 3 0 0 t' e e t , Co ; s t a l g s i ed -
i tely open d u on li bu h ev ntually mana ed to climb

i n t o h i s d i n y w ii l e t h r e e a / c of t h e f l i 'r t c i r c l ed .
.7 t a s t h e P . 3 .Y . a r r i v d , i e ut . r a ch a wa s n o t t o b e s e e n
a n d a l l t h a t r ema i n ed of t h e d i n wa s s c a t t e r e r e n t s of

r ub b e r .

10 Cperations were on a s aller scale to-day - two ar ed r cces

a n d t h e l a e s we r e t h e pu t ewa y f or t h e n h t . x c i t en t

r an h i gh f or a f ew r i r u t e s t o- d a y h e an a / c of t h e 6 5t h

S U dron caught fire .
The bombs exploded and flying shrapnel

s e t f i r e o a a d j o i n i ng a / c , vh i c a l s o ex pl od ed . " A "

p a r t y s e t s a i l a t 0 3 0 h o s a n d a f t r an i o or t wo of

r o ugh a t e r , t l- e s h i p r e a c h ed a smoo t h pa c e t hr u t h e t yp i c a l l y
" .

l l p on d " ed i t e r r a n e a n . . u s a l r e a t wa s i . s
t o r e

f or t e en -wh e r_ t r r e e me a l s of uod I av y ch ow wa s s e r v ed .
At 1630 hours Piomb no ,

Italy,was reached ; the ship was -
l o d ed an d t h ey t en dr ov e t o Gr o s s e t o h e r e t ey pa r k ed a n d

s e t u p c amp f or t h e n i h t ,

11 O y two routine ar• ed recces to the Po Valley were flown to-
day .

Pilots report that this area has been well clobbered by

now , and , except for o casio al rollin; stock and a fe arsh-

a l l i n g y r d s , t a r e t s e s c r c e . " A " pa r t y wa s u p ea r l y
t o dr i v e t o t h e r_ w

f i e l d , Omb r on e , wh
i ch i s a b ou t s ev en .

l e s

e a s t of Gr o s s e t o . Abou t a mi l e f r om t h e f e l d , c a mp a s s e t

u p i n a b e l t o f b e a u t i f u l j a ck p i n e s . Th e p i l o t s a nd ound

o ficers will live i five vill s about five wiles from th

f i e l d a t Gr o s s e t o I •r i na .

CON TI L
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Sh e e t o . 2 , ra r Di a r y o f t h e 6 t h i gh t e r Sqdn . , A . . G. 6 50 .

onth of September ,
1944 .

Pr pared by Ei il G . ulsen ,
Capt .,

A .C .

DAY 'E. T
S

but the weather as naw t en a decided cb.a
e and the days

gi t s h a v e a d e f n i t e a u t n t i e .

5 The day 's flying activity cor.s
isted of t o armed recces to

the Po Va ey .
Passes to Rome a.

d Alexandria have been re-
s u ed f or b ot h t h e of f i c e r s an d t h e en l i s t e d r en , a l t h ou
t h e quo t a i s u ch s i a l l e r t h an be f or e . . o t ie r ex c e l l en t

p i c t ur e , " Th e r i d e o f Sa L s Re y " a s h own t i s v en n b .

6 Da n b r ok e wi t h a f i n e dr i z z l i n r a .
f a l l i n d a l t h o h t wo

missions h d been sc eduled , the w ather cu tailed op ratio

d we s t oo d o f or t h e d a y . e d r e o t o w k r t i on
of t O bo t t .e s o Coc a Col a a n d e i h t bo t t l e s of b e e r . e
have alw ys associ ted Coca Cola and beer with fond memories

of e r i c a a d c i v i l i za t i on a nd i t ! e l p s c l o s e t e a p l i t e r a l y
b tween Co sica and hore.

7 Due t o l a ck of s u i .a b l e t a r e t s e we r e r e l e a s ed f or t ie da y .
i t h " B " p a r t y of t h e 4 t h Fr en ch F i h t e r Gr oup b r•e s k n
c p t o- d y , t h e a e a a s t ak n on t e a pp e a n c e o ' a d e s e r t ed
v i l l a b e a s t h r e a r e n ow on l y t o f i ; t er r oup s r ema i i n ,

ex c e l l e n t v r i e t y of t o e ek s can t e en r a t i on s : r e i s s ue d
a n d .n t h e e v en i n t h p c t ur e " o s i e t h e Ri v t e r " s
s ow .

8 I t a s 1 7 00 h our s b e f or e a s c : e u .ed G9C0 h ou s a r e d r CCe t o
t h e Po Va l e y b e c a e a _r

b or r e ; a r .e a v d o po o r a an d
i n c l e en t e a t h e r e s s i vn s ab or t i v e d i t e r e a .n d e r
of t h e da y . Th e Gr o p i n s i n i a s , wh i ch r e or d e r e d a ny
i on t h s b a ck , a r r .v d t o - da y ; ood Cor : c t F i o b on s a n d f o
b a t t l e s t a r s f or o op e a n- r i c a n n c.a t e r Ri bb on , on e e a ch
or t h e E vp t a i n - Li by i a . , i s i a n , Si c i l i a n a n d t : l i a n
ca i n s , • e r e i s s u d , Ls t e i n t h e ev en i n wor d wa s r e c e i v ed
t h a t " " pa r t y wo u d d e pa r t t omc r r ow f or. a 3 e s t i n a t i on ..o

t

y t a r_o t c ed .

9 i h en t i r e s e, .d r on a s u p b e f o r e c awn t o pr epa r e f c r t he ov e

C I ' Ì .
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Sh e e t o . 4 , v a r Di a r y of t h e 66 t h F : :t e r S qu d r on , A. P . . 6 50 .

on t h of Se p t embe r , 1 944 . Fr e pa r ed by Ei i l G. Ol s en , Ca p t . A . C .

DAY EV TS

12 h ee rmed recces on the milk run to the Po Valley were on
the sch dule for the day . The French Fiesta gro nds ,

lacated

near o r camp area ,
burned to he round ton ht . T ie fire

is believed to have been st rted by a carelessly discarded

cigarette butt. " A " party spent the day setting up
ca p .

A shower , a hu e tsn on several upright boards ,
has

been installed ; a _
thou h it is a fa cry from the crystal

cl ar ater of the strea at Alto ,
it will serve its p pose .

13 o variatior_s o the directive to-day d once a ain it w s
two arm d recces to the Po Va ey . A British SA st ge show
was put on in the 6th S rvice Group area this evening.

T e
t y p e of en t e r t a .n r .e

t u s ua l y g i v en by E A of f e r s ex c ep t i o n-
ally oo talent and the men have noth n but t e highest of

pr i s e f or t h e i r pr od u c t i on s . " A " p r t y s p en t t h e da y
hop ng and r ying th pl es woul 't arrive at their field

n shortly after noon their ertreaties were answered .

14 By n ow t h e p i l o t s n o j us t a b out e v e r y b l ad e of g r s s i t h e
Po Va l l e y a s , ex ce pt f or a f ew v e ek s of o e r a t i on s i n r a c e ,
t h e y h v e be en f 1 i n ov er t h a t t e r r i t o r y f or f i v e mor t r s .
Two :no r e s h ows a r med r e c ce s , e r e f l o n t h e r e t o- d a y . Th e
i c t u r e " A Guy 1' ed J o e , " s t r r i n Sp cn ce r Tr a cy , of 'er ed
a n ex c e l l en t e v en i n g ' s e r.t e r t a i r .en t . ;o d i v e r s i on i n t h e
activity of " A " party - just sitting around enjoying the
p ctu esaue scenes of It ly .

15 l̂ h e b i t t e r u s t b e t ak wi t h t h swe e t a d , a l t o u h l s t
i e u t . i c h a r d . J o r_s on a nd f l i r t r ep or t ed t h e d e s t r uc t i on
o ' a g o od a moun t of r•o l i n s t oc or c on l y .s s i on

f o r t e
d a y , t !e r e s t s r e s o ue h a t d ' e d 'oy t h e o s s of Ca p t a i n
Do . d i . e l , 'r o cr a s he d n t o a l oco o t i v e d i n g a
s t r a f i n g r un . Th e gr oup B- 2 5 ' s h a v e b een s r u t t l i r g e qui pm n t
ov e r t o t h e n ew f i e l d i n Tt a l y by t r e t i e " B " a r t y i s
r e ady t o d p r t , a g od lou t o ' t ±i :i r e c pmen wi l b e i n
u s e on t e n f i e l d .

,p.F T "T I:
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DAY 'V .I:T
S

16 A dive bo bin show and an araed recce const tuted the day '
f l y i ng a c t i v i t y a l t h ou h a t i r d s c h d ed .s s i on wa s
abortive due to thr teni eather . -26 's of the 3 0th
Bomb Gr oup h av e s t s r t e d mov i n g i r_ e r f i e l d an d • i t h n a f ew
days they should be r ady for op rations.

" A " party spent

another neventful day s eating out the pl nes to land on
t h e f i e l d .

1 7 ' ' o r d wa s r e c e i ve d t h a t t e pl s e s wou d f l y t o O ur on e . G.
n t h e f t e r n oon b ut t wo a r ed r e c c e s s e t c o ur s e t o t h e Po
Vallev before th y departed . P rsonnel and equ p ent ere
f l o t o t e n ew f i e l d i n DC ' s a n d B- c 5 ' s a n d i n t h e e ven n
a B- 26 t r a n s p or t ed a n u b e r of in e ch .c s a n a r mor e r s . Th r e
was much a n i e t y mong s t t h o s e e n a s t h e p i l o t of t h e B- 6
wa s u a bl e t o l o c a t e t h e f i e l d a nc f i n a l l y , wh en g a s a s r un -
ning lo he was forced to land at Gro seto in where they re-
mained for the night.

18 The ites are ow with " A " party ard in the rorni g ar ed
r e c c e s e t c o r s e t o r e co o i t e r o u ol d h u t n g r o nd s , t e
Po Va l l e y ; a s e c ond s c ied u l ed i s s i on wa s a bo r t i v e d ue t o
weath r. A v ry generous ration of c nteen sup lies were
issued .

" " party in Corsica spent the day pre
p rin f r the

anticipated ove .

19 Three schedules ssions for a busy day but once a ai. eather
interfered an d •the third mission stood do , arly in the
a f t e r n oon s e v e r a l t r an s p or t s l an d ed h e r e nd a n b e r of in en ,
with " sprvg " writ en all ov r the faces , cli be out .

They
wer e r ep l a c er en t s f or t h e men who d l e f t f or t h e B- 2 9 gr oups
a nd our s qu d r on r e c e i v e d r_ n e a l l ba s i c men . a s t ea d y dow -
p o . of r a i n , " B " a r t y d ep a r t ed f r om t h e i r c a ar e a a t .t ot o r oc ed e t o a a r s h.

l l i y a r d ou t s i e of Bs s t i a . Eq pmen t
• a n per s o ne l wer e l oaded on an e r i ca n L.S . T, and t h ey s pen t

the night in the hsrbor.

20 A ssion was scheduled for early morni but a clo y s y at
da follawed by a torrential do pour of ra n which conti ued
for ho s , made all i sio .s abortive ,

" A " party set sail
fro astia early in the mornin in a rough s a t t left the

CO F TI L
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DAY E TS

en hanging their hea l over the rail ost of the trip .
Arrivi at Pio b no late in the afternoon ,

the convoy was

u sble to doek duc to the crowded condition of the harbor ;

r e s _
t i n g l y a n ot h e r n i h t wa s s en t n a h a r bor .

21 The conditio of ou dro e is easiest described y the f
.ae

t

that the sea g ls are now light ..g
on the r nway instead

o f t h e n ea r b Tyr r h en i an S a . I t a p ea r s t ia t e l l b e
s t ood d own f or s e v e r a l d a y s y e t . Af t e r a r.i 'r t i n t h e h a r b or

o ' Piomb no ,
" B " pa ty sailed north to Le horn here they

f i n a l y d i s emba r k e d . T e gr e a t e r p r t of t h e p e r s or e l an d

e qu i pmen t s u c cc e d e d i n r•e a ch i ng c mp t h i s ev en i r b t s ome
f w s p en t t h e n i lit a on g t h e r oa d s o ut h of Legh or n .

22 Th e r ome i s s t i l l i n wr e t ch ed c ond i t i o _. g i n e e r s a r e
attemptinb to set up a dr insge system but air corps lin o ,
the field appe rs " to hav had it

.
" ur rg the past wee ,

twenty new enlisted me have joined the s dron an d we are

n ow a t f u l T . 0 . s t r er_g
t . Ex c e Ft f or on e c or p or a l , t h e r e

- i s n o r an amon s t t h em. Adv an c e en t f or t h e en l i s t ed p e r -
son el has been almost frozen for the last year but now it

will be possible to distribute to the worthy ones ,
the ran

t h ey a r e d e s e r v i n g of . d oub l e f e a t u e , " Bl on d e Tr ou bl e "

an d " Du Ba .r r y 1'r'a s A Lady , " wa s sh own i n t h e l o ca l c i n e
house , a co verted rage in Grosseto a .

23 ch n cs took a trip to the line this morning to pre-fli ht

t n e s i r c r f t . 'v'Ji h f y i n g a c t i v i y a t a s t a nd t i 1 , t h e men
are havi a we l earned respite after the extensive operat-
i on s i n.

Cor s i c . or e of t h e p i l o t s a r e s p en d i n g a f ew da y s
Rome nd any of t e men hsve ta en d ily pa ses to the d-
jo .n

i towns to see what they h ve to offer . The pict e ,
" Reu on I Fr ce ,

" s how this evening .

4 Th e p a n e s wi l l b e f l own t o Gr o s s e t o :a L . G. a s s o on s
co ditions w rr nt their t ing off ; future oper tions wil

b e b s ed 'r om t i s f i e d . Bo bs r e d r opp ed 'r or a l l a i r -
c r a t bu t l a t e _n t h e a f t e r n a on i t v s d e c i d ed t o h ol d of f
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DAY V TS

the removal til the f llc ing day .
A nu oer of the men

too o f this evening to a n.ear
by to n to trip the light

n t s t i c t h t h e I t a l i a n Si gn or i n .a s .

5 Th e c o .d t i on o .
f t h e f i e l d i s f i r_a

1 y s e r v i c e a b l e en ough
t o f l y t h e p l an e s o u t a nd t h i s a f t e n on t h e a / c of t h e
t h r e e s c u d r on s f l ew t c Gr o s s e t o a i n .d s t uch " swe a t i .g
out " but with no accidents . The 4?t edi oab Group
h a s o • d f r om t h t d r ome ut t h e ° 6 t h F i h t er Gr ou p i l
remain there as ou nei hbors. The field was well clobbered
d u r i n g t h e a e r i a l o s l a u h t i n I t a l y , of t en b y o r own p i l o t s ,
a nd mu ch of t h e a r e a i s s t i l l s t _r e n

i t h r e ck a ge .

2 6 os t o f t h e d a y wa s s p en t i n ov i n g e q i pmen t t o t h e n ew
f i e l d , t h e s e t t . g up of t e n t s , a n d ma n t en a c e of t h e a i r -
cr t . Al t h ou g i i t wi l l i n vo l v e a r i d e of s ev er a l i l e s

.
f r om t h e c amp a r ea a _

d a l on r d i s t a r c e f r om t h e of f i c e r ' s
villas , ve ill continue to r ain at our present site .

A

tentative plan vhereby ach sruadron oper.a
tes for two con-

s e c u t i e d a y s h a s b e e _ s e
t up .

2 7 64 t h ' s t vr n t o or e r a t e t o- da a n d t omor r ow we h op e t o
f nally set co rse to atch its with the wiley n .

A

defi te policy o p ss system for the enlisted personnel

of t ie r o u p h a s b e en s e t u wh e r e by a ch an i s en t i t l e d
t o a .

f i v e d ay f l o ,h e v e r y t wo on t h s a nd t en d a y e v e r y
fo months.

It ppears that the ;nail suthorities ave

orgotten that e e ist ; e cept for a mere trickle of

letters ,
day af.

ter day passes without the much a ait d

" ma i 1 ca l l . "

28 Hitler 's entreaties were answered once more a d a light

r a i n f e l l d u i n g t h e gr e a t e r pa r t of t h e r_i gh t .
Th e

directive called for several missions in close support

of t h e my b u t t h e f s t mi s s i or r e t ur n ed e a l y d ae t o
weather . The dis ersal area was suci th t all planes had

t o b e p l ec by t h e c l e t .r a c
t o t h e r wa y . ' e we r e r e -

leased early in the morring fiue to the condition o the

.
f i e l d nd t h e we a t h e r .

C I F D T AL
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I on t h of Se t e b e r , 1 94 4 . Pr p . e
d b y i l G, Ol s n , Cap t . , . .

DAY V :TS

29 It s hoped that the dispersal area o be serviceable

t o s c h d ul e a f ev f l i gh t s u t i n t h e a f t e r n oon i t a s d e -
c i d ed t o c an c e _ a

l l i s s i on s . Th e er i s t e d men h a ve t ak en
ov e r s s a t r e r oom o s e , d i r e c t

l y a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t
fro the _r ca p area ,

to be used as a day room .
A lot of

hard ork has been spent in re oving tre p e seeds which

had been stored there , clean ng the walls and floors , pa t-
ing and repairin , and or t ei efforts they now have n
ide l club ho e.

30 I t a c t u l l y h a pp e ed . 'r'ie f l w t o- :a y ,
f o a r m r ec c e s

a nd a n an t i f l a ; d i v e r s i o s h ow . A l on g l a y ov er s ua l l y
res ts i a temporary drop in the effici ncy of the

s u dron but to-day operations sail d along smoothly .
The

s ch ed ul e c l l e d f or c l o s e s u pp or t of t h e Fi f t r r y a s
direct d by " Rover Joe " but bad eather over the Gothic

n e f or c ed f l i gh t s t o b o b a l t e r n a t e t a r g e t s , c o u i c a t i on
l i n e s i n t h e Po Va l ey . D i n g t h e s e c o d s s i on n d Li eu t .
Da vi d T . hu t t on , h i s a i r c r a f t da a d by f l a k , a s f or c ed
t o b e l l y l a n d a t a F l or en ce Dr o: e . l s t e u t . i l l i R ,

ll and lst ieut . Bobby J .
Pr d eon ,

t o o o oldest

d ost respected pilots , packed b gs to- sy to ship

st teside ,

.
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S Ci a l 4 c c o r t of : i s s i on _:o . 8 3 of : S . t e ..b e r ,
1 944 f r om

Al t o L . , C s i c a

A/ C TLOT A/ C : T T

91 J a v e n vor t 5 Br•a cha
8 3 Ivo d 84 e
7 7 t r t 8 9 .:a od y? 1 u t t on 7 0 os i t s

Duty : 8 a/c ith 2 x 5G0 1/10 elay on armed recce from
Sa vona , T r i ri a r d C n cO.

1 r a t v e : or .t i on h .a a ed c o s e , c l .m
bi n t o

11
,
00 f et.

A 100 fcot concr t hi hway brid e at 0-07-58

as bombed from l
,
OCO f et . T o hits sccred on south approaeh

a n d t wo h i t s on r o ad u s t r .or t h
f br i c e . Th e l a s t .

f
_
l i t

bombed a rail oad bridge at 0-0658 , one dir ct hit scor d
. or_

s ou t h en d a n d s e ve r a l n e a r . s s e s . o t r f a t t s ck s w r e d e
a s f o l l o s : t - 05- 55 , 2 p a s s a n e r c s an d e n i n e h e a + we s t .
r i n e d e s t r oy ed , c a r s s o n . t 6 - 5- 0 , e n i n e s t r f ed a d
e s t r oy ed an d h ou s e s t i r e . At J - 0 5- 04 , en i n e a nd 0 p l u
l a t snd b ox c r s 1ie a d i n n or t h i c i 1 5 / T on f l a t c a r s . En i n e
d e s t r oy ed an d 3 l u s s ok e r s . At G- 01 96 , : / Y, on e en i n e w t h
s t a m u + i e s t r oy ed , 5 p l us t a nk c a r s , on e ex p l od ed ; 8 b ox c a r s
a nd l f l a t c a r s i t h / T , t wo f l ame r s s ev e r a l smok i n ; ; a t
t h e n or t hwe s t c o r n e r of t o ( v - l - 6 l s r e f i r e , o l a ck s ok e ,
also as result of att ck . 4t O-CO-86 ,

15 plu flat cars ith I//T
,

t o fla ers and 3 smokin . 0-04-61 ,
0 plus box cars and gondolas ,

7 p l u s s r ok i . O- Q - S , 1 C box c a r s , r s u t s n o t ob s r v ed . o
e / a . 2 0 f r om h ou s e a t 0- 2 5- 50 , s c t i n a c c r a t e ( h o us e t r a f ed
a n d s e t a i r e ) e a r As t i , r a i l r oa d t r f f c a e d h e c ed
north and northwest.

At least f
_
ive en ines vere obs rved. A

b a r r a g e b l l on , r i f t i n l oo s e s e en i r a r e a T- 5 0- 90 a t 3 , 0 0 f e t .
Visibilty ood over tar et area , alon coa tline fro Ge _oa east ,
10/ 1 0 f r o e ck t o l , 0 00 a nd t h ur d er h a d s . / 10 s t 3 , 00 0 f e e t
ov r sea ; a r extr.eme

ly rou h
.l a / c r e t u n d s a f e l y . .
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