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Sheet No. 1, ar Diary of the Sixty-S th Fi hter Sqdn., PO 650.

Month of ug t, 1944. Prepared by E g l G. Olsen , Capt., A. C.

DAY E E Ts

1 Our 'irst mission of the day took off at about 0930 hrs.
The sho returned two ho s later nd one a/c , No. 77
piloted by lst Lieutexa t Quenton J. Goss , had landed
sa ely at the 79th Group 's ield . The electrical syste
had gone out. n accident occ ed this mor g at the N
e d of the r way when an a/c of the F enc roup taxied
n front ©f a 64th Sqdn ., a/c. The F ench ship as chop-
pe d n t o and t he 4 t a/ c wa s badl y da :a ged . No on e
h t.

E T o missions to-day ; one early in the morn ng a d one w c
retu ned to land et 1730 rs. 2nd Lieutenant Gordon H. Jones
di d no t r e t ur n f r om t he f i r s t i s s i on ; he a s s e e n t o g o

to the bomb r but he did not pull up a d e a/c crashed
near Susa , It ly. Lt . Jones d been ith us but short
ti e , s nce the first day o J e. Beer was issued to the
enlisted men this evenin , three bottles per . There was
a very sma amount of m il to-day .

3 e ad an early ta e off this morn ng at 0700 hrs. and -
other at 1400 hrs. One o our a/c ad mech n ical trouble
while over ene territory but the pilot as able to brin
his ship bac to the i la d and a e a forced landi g at
Calvi. en left this morning for passes i Ro e.

4 T e off at 0530 s. this morn n . n the enlisted n 's bull-
etin board this morning as a notice to 17 men Who had app•
l i ed f or t r s f er t o ne B- 9 u t s t o be r e ady t o l eave
soon ; 48 h . notice

5 I preparation for the much a aited extensive operatio s,
we were released for the day in order to put th planes
tip top shape. ajor Le spo e to the men of the line and
annou ced the a ocation o duties hich was required d
t o t he t rans f e of m y of o men t o t he - 29 out i t s . Capt .
S oropo S , Adjut nt, ass ed the duties of ng neer ng
Of f i cer nd Lt . Se aue r , Commu cat i on Of i cer , be cam ou
ne juta t.

,

_ _
o
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Sheet I o. , Wa Di a y of t he S t y- S t Fi t er Sqdn . , APO 650.

ont h of Au t , 1944 . P ep red by Ei g l G. Ol sen , Capt . , A. C.

D Y E E TS -
t he af t ernoon , t ra i ni g f l i g

t s wer e co duc t ed f or t he new
pilots. nd Lieuten t Robert F. Bittner as led when s

pl stalle out while g his approach of the field.

6 As o r part of one of the bi gest days t at the 12th T.A.C.
l s ezperi ced , t ree issions o 36 sorties ere lo n.
The first show fo d escort g B-26 s, whose ta et Ca
rail oad brid e the one Va ley) was bombed th excell-
ent results; o last two m ssions ere the routine dive
bombi of ene y co u ication lines the Po Valley. Mor l

mped a h ndred per cent when the il clerk n ou ced at

cho "lots of ma l". the evening, "See Here Pri ate H -
rove " as sho and the eneral com ent o the men as t at
it depicted ar y life true G.I. style,

7 Ou f st mission Was a bomber escort to H-25 s, Who once aga .
bombed co m nication l es in Southern Fra ce. Fighter bomber

pilots ave always conte ed that they obta more accu acy
d better esults n thei bo b n than the mediu s, and ,

o r •secon and last m ssion for t e day , o r pilots substant-
iated their boast by scoring ma y direct hits on a railroad
brid e i the Po Valley.

8 The schedu e for the day ca led for t ee planes, p rt o n

ei ht s p oup a ti sh pp ssion , hich was followed by

a t elve s ip flight on the m l r n to the Po Valle a a st

enemy commu cation l es. Du e last fe weeks we ve

ged to b or the mess a fair supply of fresh ve etables

s uch a s t o a t oe s , on i on s , pe pper s a po t e t oe s . e onl y h ope
this treat cont ues for aw le. The pictu e "Goin ] ay"

starring Bin Crosby was sho toni ht a d the sq dron movie

critics u imously gave the pictu e "four stars". e ca 't

see eno h pictures of th s type.

9 Incle ent eather forced o r planes to ret n to bas® hen
the B-25 s decided that the overca t was too thic to fly
throug . A techn color picture is being made of the 57th

Fi ter Grou to tell the story of a tactical un t i the
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heet No. 3, ar Di o $ixty-S th ghter qd ., O 650.

Month of Au ust, 1 44. Prep red by Eig l G. Olsen, Capt., . C.

D Y EV TTS

sa e ma ner t hat " [emph s Be l l e " depi c t ed t he l i f e of t he
bomber boys. As y t no n e has-been iven the pict e.
Ca era men a d techn cians supervised by Lt. Colonel yler ,
one of Holl wood's ace di ectors, have been roaming through
the sq drons film ng the various activities of the men. T is
afternoon the ca era ,to catch a t elve ship or ation of ou
sq dron ere put sboard o B- 5, but photographers fo nd
th s task i practical ; later on they fil ed a fo ship form-
ation wit much better results. S pl nes from eac sq on
have pecial c meras attached for the pu pose of shoot n
pictu es of dive bomb ng runs and straf run . Ru or is
that the picture should be ready for release n the St tes
around February 1945.

10 8 a/c were o 'f before 0600 to attack gu positio s the
Savo ea ; the seco d nd third shows for the day were re-
peats on the s e target but b d weather forced the last flight
to retu n home, lhile attempt g to form up over the field
dur n the seco d mission , 2nd Lieute a t James R . Lord dived
to catc h s leader , isj dged his dista ce , a d plu ed to
the sea, A ch ishop Spell an very unexpectedly dropped to
Group to celebrate ss a d then welcomed the men indiv d a y .
This was his seco d vis t to the Group ,

first hav been at
El Dj em, T i s i a . t h e e v e i ng , a f ew of t he en f r om t he
squ dron took a trip ver to the field of the 86th Fi ter
Gr oup t o a t ch Joe Lo ui s di s pl ay a f ew of t he f e r poi n t s of
f i s t i c uf s .

11 The heav est ra s of the season rendered the field unservice-
able for the day; three shows had been sched ed but ll
m ssions were cancelled. Three new men o ed t e squa ron to-
day to replace the three men who left on rotation i June. Two
wee s ration of canteen supplies and A e ic n beer were issued ;
six cans of beer at one t e is a rare treat but we m t now
wait two weeks to quench ou thirst.

_ ,
12 The field an ta i strips ere still u serviceable in the

morn g rom ra but later on the d y three missions
ere flown sga st gun positions ,

the sa e targets that ad
e en bombed t wo day s pr e v i o s l y .
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She t No. 4 , a Dia y of the Si ty-Sixth Fighter Sqd ., PO 650.

I on t h of Augu t , 1 944 . Pr e p r e d by Ei g i l G. Ol s e n , Capt , , A . C.

DAY EVE TS

A B-E4 ,
flying near the field , was seen to crash ; a few in-

utes later , ten p .rac
hutes were seen loating t e air and

a l ten crew members landed safely. hua , the oldest can ne
member of the squadron , havin joined us in the Desert in
an ary 194

,
is now the proud mother of five pups. A thor-

ough investigation i be n m de by jor Leaf to e tablish
the paternity of t e pups but to date , all efforts have been
n va .

13 At the crack of da n , a group of 36 planes , led by 1 a/c of
this squadron , set co rse to strafe the airdrome at Berg o ,Italy . Due to t e depleted number of the once invi cible
Luftwaffe, pic ngs were few . Twenty men , three additional
n es havin been added the previous night , left to-day to
retu n to the States before being assigned to 8-29 outfits.The tentative plan is that they ill be given a short f -
lough be ore bei sent to school for a brush up course ,
a d then off to parts un own. O loss is a great a for
some Super Fortress un t as we have sent ny of our best
men. the evening, the pictu e "Uncerta Glory" was shown .

14 No ssions to-day but plenty o hard ork to strive for a
hundred percent stat . At a late afternoon for ation , General
Ca On officially awarded the 57th Group its third Presidential
Ci t a t i on f or t he h vo c nd de s t r uc t i on r a i ned upon ene y c om-
munication lines in Italy on 14 April 1944 . ajors Leaf and
Benedict were presented with the highly coveted Silver Sta
and Lt. H . R . Williams received the Distinguished Fly n Cross.A gen tal was held t group th s evening t which Lt. Co onel
Kni t gave a short tal . Captain eague , our new A .L .O ,, then
disclosed t e "bi pict e" for the for hco ng Southern Fra ce
invasion . E ery l st pilot -a d ground an realizes the port-

ce o this attack , a d regardless of the long ho s and hard
ork that it may entail , e are deter ned to do our ut ost

lict what we feel w ll be the decisive blow n the cr sh-i ng o ' t h e Na z i s .

15 n support of the "D " day nvad ng forces i Southern rance ,
planes of all types description lew over this islan
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Sheet No. 5 ar Diary of Sixty-S th Fi hter Sqdn., APO 650,

onth of Augu t, 1944. Prepared by Eigil G. Olsen , Capt., r Corps.

DATE EV TS

ncredible n umbers. One hour before da ,
four a/c, led by

ajor Leaf ,
had set co se to dive bo b g n insta lations

and t en patrol over the beachhead . I ediately fol owing
the fir t ta e off , plane after plane beca e airborne and
by 0800 hrs., there a seventeen fli hts of the group in
the a r . By nig tfa , this sq dron had flown nine issions-
a bloody good s ow in any ma league .

16 The air a m continues and the day 's operations ca led for
three shows : a bomber escort , dive bombing of gu positions ,
a d a armed recce. the second mission ,

2nd feutenant
Thoma s H. Cal l , h i s s i r cr a t b a d l y h i t by f l a , vras f or ced
to ditch his plane near yres Isla , France ; subsequently ,h e a s pi cked up by a i n e t r a l e r , t r s f e r r ed t o n L. S . T .
Whieh ret ned h to Corsica .

17 Three sho S ,
two armed recces and a patrol w re flown to-day

and a fo th scheduled ssion was abortive due to weather .
h le ing s bo b run over the target n the R one Val ey ,Capta Roy C. rson 's aircraft was evidently hit by fla
a s h e wa s no t s e en aga i n by o t h er membe r s of t he f l i gh t . ' i t h
operations in Southern F ance advanc far beyond orig al
expectation , with the Y s closi n on Paris and a ihlat g
the Germa 7th A in the process , ith the Ru si ns co enci g
their drive through Prussia , morale in the Squ dron has reached
an a l time peak . n excellent pictu e ,

"Show Business" was
shown in the eveni g .

18 Heavy operations continue with a delousing mission and t o
armed r e c c e s b COm- a i r bor ne . Du i ng t he t hi rd mi s s i on ,l s t Li e ut enant Howar d . Dan s s i r c r a f 't de ve l oped eng ne
trouble nd he was forced to land at an emergency land
grou d on the beac head . en returning to the home base ,the re a der of the fli t encou tered torrential ra n-
stor s and their field closed n solid . They were directed
to l nd at Piombino L .G . Italy where Snd Lieute ant Howard
W . Cleveland was l ed len his aircra t crashed ith that
of 2nd Lieuten t James J. Fle . ; the latter was not in-
jured . The re ai ng fiv a/c returned to land at Borgo. A
t o wee ration of m il made its appearance to-day.
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19 The heavy rains of Lhe previous days rendered the field -
erviceable for the greater part of the morni g. However fo
issions were 'lo before dar ness crept . 2nd Lieut. Bobby

J. Pridgeon dropped from the "virgin class" to-day when he

cha ed up an 109 to his credit over Fr nce . Pay Rock.e
ll ,

the squ dro 's favorite Red Cross girl , served coffee and

doug nuts in the eve in a d then left several enlisted men
hid their heads sha e when she decisively trounced them
ir._n

i po g . The picture , "Shine rvest oon ", w s sho
toni ht.

20 Three dive bombing ssio s against gu positions n ance,
a bomber escort d an armed recc nto the Po Valley rou d-
ed out a f ll day. T e armed recce proved most costly to the
Germa s when flight leaders reported to the I .O , that they
had de s t r o ye d f our engi ne s , n ur e r ous

R .R , c a r s , s e v er a l . T .
and then called it a day by strafin a la g grou d w ich

resulted in four a/c destroyed d four damaged . The Articles

of we r e r ead a t a s q adr or.. me e
t i g of t he en l i s t ed men

nd t he Fi r s t Se r ge t t hen s e t f or t h t he i n s t r uc t i ons f or
the forthcomi move ,

"A" Party should now be prepared to

move on a few ho s notice . " eet The People" was the pict e

sho n this ev ning .

21 A rather quiet day as the directive called for o ly t O shows.
lst ieutena t Howard . Dan ret cned to the squadron after
h s forced la ding on the beach head . H was ir ediately be-
seiged with ruestions as to what the country had to offer ,
was w e and cha pa e plent l

, what were the French adam-
esoil es like , and that question , so vital to the e istance
of this squ dron ,

" how about the scrou ging"

2 T at familiar dirge , so dreaded by the mecha cs and arm-
orers , of put wi t nks on , no - han bombs , then back to
win tan s , tazi out , mission carcel ed , and t gi b c re-
sou ded throu out the l e duri the early part of the
mor ni . Th e l i t , a a rmed e c ce and o r o y s ho f or
the day ,

fi a ly became airborne at 1 30 hrs ; it was the
lo est mission this sq dron has ever flow , 3 :45 m utes
of flight. Before the movie "Action in rabia", was sho
Capt a i a g e , o . . O, av e t he g en on t h e f a v or abl e
pro ress o .

lied Troops in southern ce.
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APO 650.

. ont h of Augus , 1944 Pr epar ed by Ei g i l G. Ol s e , Capt . , .C.

23 The f i r s t of our t hr ee shows f or t he day l ef t t he eng n-
eer ng status in rather an unfavorable condition . when a/c #?7
was bein pre-flighted for the .

ion , the plane s ddenly
caught fire a d bu ned to the grou d . R turning from the
fli t

,
2rd Lieut. Harry L . Gogan made a belly land ng on

t he f i e l d and 2nd i e ut . oui s J . Per n i c a : a s f or c ed t o
la d or the French beach head due to electrical trouble.B f or e he had c l bed out of h i s c ockpi t , an ol d Fr en ch an
as standing by the sircraft r

.o
ld a bottle of w ne out

to him ; he returned to the squadron later on in the day .
The radio announced the fall of Paris to-day. On 5 une
Rome was ou s , and now ten short wee s later , the capital
of another occupied co ntry resounds to the clatter of
A erican G .I.' shoes marching over the cobblestone streets.

24 The day 's activ ty amounted to two ssions , both being
armed recces. ine days after the invasion of outhern

ance stil finds u stationed in. orsica . With prospects
of a move not i i ent , a general feeling of u rest has
swept t ou out the sa adron . During o two years of
operations , we have moved at every for rd thrust of the
bomb line and the men now feel that they are being le t
out of the big show . However , maybe the day isn 't too
far in the future when orders will be received or "A "
party to leave. the evenin the picture "Doub e
Inde nity" w s sho .

25 T o missio , a dive bombi g show to Southern France and
a attack on a highway bridge in It ly , ere lown to-day.
A drive to break the Germ n held Gothic line has been
started and for the ne t few days e wi l o ce aga be
operat n the Po Valley n an effort to co plete the
st .ng

le campaign against enemy co mu ication lines. Once
daily we take an Atebrine pill to reduce o r susceptibilit
to malaria and its reaction on so e of the men is amu i g .
Their s in assumes a yello ish hue bringing forth any
nu ber of jibes and ribb ng , questioni g the veracity of
t eir claims to American ancestry.

26 An ant -sh pp n m .ss
fon to Savona Harbor a d an armed recce

the Po Valle constituted the day 's flyi activity . A
short ti e back Carbi es ere issued to replace Spr n field
-1 03 's ; sub- .c

h e g s were not exchanged a d pilots re-tained the r tru ty 45 's . n the even g , a nu ber of the
enlisted men were ta en to the firing range where they
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Sheet No. '; ar Diary of the Sixty- i th Fighter Sqd ., APO 650.

onth of Au u t, 1944. P epared by Eigil G, Olsen , Capt., A .C.

DAY EVE TS

shot enough rounds to f malarize themselves ith the re-
action of the Carbine. Two treats were i store to-day ,
a two week 's ration of six bottles of Rupperts beer w s
issued and two la ge mail calls were held .

27 Communic tion nes in Northern Italy suffered a fe more
da g .

blow to-d y when wo srmed recces rained bombs
on h i g y i n s t l l a t i ons . t n e f t e r n oon , t he en l i s t e d
men who h d not tested their Carb es the previou day ,
were given their chance on the firin r nge . At a sq on

me e t i ng of t he enl i s t ed men , ia j or a l e t r ead a f ew ex c er pt s
from the ticles of ar pertain g to loot "Scroung .ng

"

in r nce shou d be p entif a d every ef ort is now bein
made to ctisco age such actions . F/S Pettis a rounced that ,
due t o a r e c en t emor a u , we wo d l os e ou I t a l i . K. P . ' s
on t e morro ; the ative Corsic ns wi remai ith u

til we le ve the island . The picture ,
" sk of imetrias",

was sho n i the evening . -

28 Three missions to-day , a 1 to Italy ; an early morni g a ti-
snippin sno , a bomoer scort a d an armed reece. Du i
t he p s t f ew d y s , i 'r e s h r u t s d v e g e t ab l e s h v e m de
mor e f r e quent v i s i t s t o our t b l e s t han ev er be f o r e . We
o e than s to o mess sergeant ,

T/S Fr n Cassidy , ho has
spent y hours trading and b rgin with the natives in
an ef ort to keep t e troops happy on the "Cho " sit tion .

29 A bomber escort a d an armed recce , both to Italy , ere the
extent of o ssions for the day. visit to our te igence
Department ll fi d a "wa room " t at is comp ra le to the
b e s t any f i gh t e r s q dr on can of e r , 1ap c ov er a ge a d bomb
li es of every front a d theater of operations adorn the
s i a s of t he t en t ; a n ws urm r y i pub l i sh ed d i l y by o r
Radio Dept, d put on the bul eti board . accordance
wi t h a s q dr on po l i cy , a s t e a y i f l u of in e f i l t e r
throu h the t nt daily to keep i òrmed on the recent de-
velopment of world activities. A G ,I, swi g band and the
pictu e ,

"Sum er Storm ",
f rnished a excellent evening 's

entertai ent .
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onth of Au ust,
1944. Prepared by E gil G,
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Capt., A. C.

D Y EVE TTS

30 T o rout ne ar ed recces were flo n to-day; however it as
0200 h our s of t h e f ol l owi g mor n i n g b e f or e t h e me ch n i c s
"hit the sack: As orders ca e through late the ev n ng
t o h an w .n g t a n s on 16 a / c or an ea .r

l y mor n i n g s h o . ror d
was received to-cay that 2nd Lieut. ervin J . Hitchcock ,

ho
h a s b e en . I .A. s i n c e 2 5 a y 1 944 , i s n o a P . O .W. A . S .O.
stage show ,

feat in three merican gla or girls , as held

this eve g .

31 16 a/c ere off bri t d early to escort 8-25 's to the
Venice rea ,

Italy . D r ng anti-shi p . ssion along
t h e c oa s t of I t a l y , a 3 0 0 f o ot ,

/ wa s s i gh t ed camouf l a g ed
beneath a submari e net ,

lst Li Utenant Wi lia R . il led
t h e f l i gh t .n ex c e l l en t b omb r h i ch r e s ul t d i n m . y
direct hits on the vessel ; as yet ,

Tac R s not co irmed

the e tent of the damage. Si ce arriving on t is field , we
h a ve a d t h e 4 t h Fr en ch Fi t e r Gr oup a s o u n e i ,h b or s . To-
day t eir "A" pa:ty departed for Fr nce and smiles blossomed
from the face of every last m n as the convoy de its ay

alon the road for their homeland .
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Sh e e t No . 1 0 , a r Di a r y of t h e 6 5t i Fi gh t e r Sod . , A . P .
O. 650 .

on t h o A gu s t , 1 94 4 . Pr e p e d by g i l G. Ol s en Ca p t . , A . C.

Sp e ci a l Ac c o un t of i s s i on o . 7 95 of 0 Augu s t , 1 944 .

,/ G PI LOT / C PILOT

8 9 Da v en or t 8 3 Be t i .ge r
7 Hutton 95 Gogan

91 Brac a 76 oody
78 Goss 94 Dodds

Duty : 8 a/c to recce area from Nice to T n .
l a/c w th

500 lbs bombs 1/10 delay .

Narrative : Formation head d on course climbing to 10
,
000

fe t coming n ov r target area at 1800 feet. Lead flight

under Lieut. avenport , ac ounted for the fol]_ow
ing : 1 a/c

bo bed R
.
R
,
bridge ,

being repsired at J24-38 ocki out

remaining sp n .
3 a/c bombed R .

R . bridge at J30-44 , cutting

track on N approach .
Flight strafed a string of 10 cars

with two engines at J15-39 fac S.
W
.

Both engines were

d e s t r oy ed , 3
/ T s t r a f f ed a n d l e f t f l a e r s a t J 21 - 4 3 . On e

engi e ith 30 cars heading S
. , at J31-45 stra fed eng e ,

destroyed . rshalli g yard at J1 -36 , conta i 6 engines ,
on e wi t s t e a up a nd 3 0 pl u R .R , a gon s , s t r a f f ed . e
wi t h s t ea up d e s t r oy e . Th e f l i l t wi t h Li e u t . Be t t i n e r
leading acco nted for the following : Road bridge at J33-40

ombed . o hits on west approach and 6 hits on E app oach

scored . The L
.
G . at 3-48 was strsffed .

Lieut.
Be t nger

destroyed two Italian bi-plan es flamers and damaged one.
Li e ut . Dodd s d e s t r oy ed on e (f l amer ) d a g ed t wo . Li e u t .
oody one flamer .

Lieut. Gog one damag d
.

These a/

were al on the east side of the field .
On the N .E . corner ,

eight additional bi-pla es were observed ,
but lack of gas

ca ed flight to retu n . Scattered obse ved a ea

a r o T i . Gr ou f i r e f r om L . G. No e / a . e a h e r 5/ 1 0

clo s from 8 to l0
,
OC0 feet. Intense grou d haze to 5

,
000

feet l iting visibility to 6 miles.
Scattered clo s over

water and Po Valley . A l a/c r t ned safely . 8 orties.
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