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War Diary, incl. SECRET
October 194l = -
DAY “BVENTS

JIist thru 10th- No operations for various reasons, Back in Ibaly getting things erg,b-
ized agaim after owr move from Corsica, Weather is wery bad, Rain every day with
field wnder construction, Pilots are flying most of our ships to Naples for Rockets
for we are the first squadron in the Growp to get theme Our G.0. Col, Wymond has
found us a beautifiul villa to live in so we hope owr stay here will be a long ones

11th.T'wo Rover Joe shows today-Bambs and Rockets= The push is on abt the front so we are
helping out. Major Manda and Captain Hickok lead the four ship missions on the
same target-railroad tunnel and buildings are hit with good results. Light gek ack
from target which was near Pianora,Italy. b

12thaiajor Manda and Captain Herrenbruck on a Hover dJoe target near front, buildings
destroyed and damaged with bombs and rockets-was a hun strong point.

| 13theA big day with five-fowr ship shows-all Rover Joes with bombs and rockets- targebs
gun positions so little was observed. Pim point bombing with beombs and
rockebs in targe t area assigned. Two cubs in a road and three buildings destroyed.

1theSupport to the front again today. One mission bombed thru clouds near Bologna~no
observations- other show b ombed bridge with good results gebtiing one cubt and three
near misses, Heavy and light ack ack encountered.

15th,Three Rover Joes todaye Lt Burgess bombed bridge on bomb-line resulting in two
hitas in center of bridge and one cut on road leading to north approach.
Capt,M.B. Smith onssecond show got towm and destroyed fowr buildings--rockets in
tunnel near targeb, Light ack ack and ground fire which hit Col, Wymend and forced
him $o land at Florence L.G. He is safe back at the squadrons
Capt. Grant on the third show bombed tunnel with no observations-heavy ack ack-
light and inaccurate from target zrea.

. 16th,.One mission forced to retwn(Weathet)
17th, (Weather)

16thpBight aircraft lead by Major Manda bombed town of Bodrio. ALl bombs and rockets in XAH
target area, Results-four large fires-some aircraft straffed.

19th,Four aireraft on M/Y ab Lugo,Ttaly. Three direct hits in yards, one cut on tracks
southwest of Lugo,. Rockets destroyed two box-cars and hits on station house.
Eight aircraft with fire-bombs on pin-point gun positions on fronte ALl bombs
hit in area nbut no observaticns.
Lt. McGilimry lead last show on occupied town and wooded areq. Left fires bwrning
all through taget area-received radio compliment from Rover Joe on good show.
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DEY — LVENTS

20th.Big day with five-four ship missions with Rover Joe, lst target houses hit by
rockets-jerry strong-point,
Col Wymond lead second show on occupied building, Near misses with bombs and
Several rockets in houses,
Major Manda lead the third show with fire-bombs woried on troop concentrations-
left buildings and wooded area afire, Five rockets hit chwrech which was firing
ack ack at owr aircraft from steeple-believed to be enemy COP.
Lt W 1lin lead the fourth show with fire-bombs on a strong-ppcint, left fires
burning in budldings and woods nearbye
Lt Wilson lead the fifth s how of the day with bombs, hit gun positions, no
observations as target was covered by owr bomb blast.

2lstJowr misgions on occupied buildings lead by Mejor lManda, Iys Spiers, Captain
Grant and Herrenbruck, Results-—ten buildings destroyed and others damaged by
rockets and stmafiing,

22nd «Stood down because of weather.
23rd«Two shows returned because of weather.

2litheFirst mission of fouwr aircraft bombed and fired rockets at a tomn for Rover Joe,
got fowr direct hits and fowriteen rockets in town, left one fire burning.
Second mission lead by Lt Atwood on enemy acc buildings. One house destroyed
and others damaged by rockets.
lajor Manda lead eight aircraft to Medicina, Italy to Boldire attacking railroad
lines, Got two direct hits cubting tracks. Ack ack heavy, moderate from target.
Lash show returned to base because of weather.

25th leathered in.
26th, Weathered in,

27t h thru 30th. Bad weather-no cperations.

31stThree missions for the last day- - ABOUT TIME.
First show lead by Lt Wallin pttacked gun positions, atbacked pinpoint with
good resulis-all bombs in target area.
Second shoe lead by Lt Wilson to more gun positions. Bombs and rockets in target
area--no guns observed,
Third and last show for the month was hamdled by Lt Burgess. They ran into bad
weather near bombline and lost Lt Lovato leader of red section, Seven airecraft
reached target which was R/R bridge in Po Valley, Two direct hits were scored,
other near misses. No word as yet on Lt Lovgto and we close this diary for the
moxrhh‘
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