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Prepared by,

larvin D. Parkhurst, Capt
lionth of August 1944. . » Capb,AATF.

Dey Event.

1, 1st Take off 0900 - D/B RR F7226 to F8U28, Got 2 cuts on tracks in /Y at F8927,
1 at FB225, 1 at F8526, another probable there. Strafed 15 RR caps in i/Y at
F8927, many damaged = 1 exploded, Engine on siding - steam up., There was a
sioke sereen over the bridge at F7512. 2 a/c back early but sortied = bombed RR
bridge at PL126~ RNO. No e/a. ieather 3/10 at 9000! - tgt area, 5/10 at 8500!
over Utss 15 Miles ¥isibility. Li/A, scant, inaccurate - F8037. 2nd uission
1600 - D/B RR bridge H707358, Got bridge in water with 1 D/H and hits on both

«..~ends when formation formed up. Weather 10/10 at 8500' with holes cver mts, slos=—

~liuing in over water. HA/A, int., Ace, H9328, H A/A, mod., inacc., 0-5632.

2, Two shows:= First, 12 a/c cut the tracks at 1045 on the electric rail line from
Tarivi to Asti, Savona sent up both heavy and light flak without hitting anything.
The second mission was over the target at 1655, 12 a/c dropped 24x500 to G.P. in
Bhe vicinity of some bridges in Italy, The terrain wes impossible for dive bomb-
ing and read cuts were only secureds

3, 18t T.0. 0700 = D/B KR bridge at Canneto = F147737 - four bombs holed bridge, 2
hits at south approach - 1 at nmorbh approach, 300! concrete foundation, steel
girders - tracks cut and bridge U/S. No flak or e/a, 10/10 heavy haze becaming
clouds at 8500t. 2/10 at 85001 over water, 2 serviceable concrete strips at
EO798 - 1 k/T there, 2nd show at 1300 hrse D/B Quistella RR bridge - F606060,
Got 1 D/H, probebly many others - dust and smoke obscured target. 1 hit on west
approach, 1 hit on levy west of bridge = H i/, scant, inace, F5813, PS700. 1
SE a/c unidentified at 20,000' at 18585, No contact. leather 9/10 7000' to
14000! over mountains. No clouds over Po River but heavy haze,l0 miles visibil=-
ity. & /T at QO287. 4 large fires, black smoke to 1000' at P7706.

L. No operational missionse
5. lio operational missions.

6. 12 a/c took off at 10 with 24x500 1b bombs to bomb 2 RR bridge near paucalieri,
but due to a solid overcast we weren't able to get out to it. Finally thru a
hole in the clouds we spotted a highway bridge and bombed it with one direct hit
on side of bridge and damsged the west approach and cub the east approachs The
rest of the bombs hit a building area in the vicinity of the bridge. Observed a
large column of smoke rising from one of the buildings. OQur second show took off
at 1300 with eleven a/c carrying 500 1b bombs and Gol. liymend flying hie creft e-
quipped with six rocket butes. The weather cleared up some in the Po valley and
it wasn't difficult finding the target. Bombing damaged the south approach to
bridge and also a direct hit cut the north approach about 20! from bridges. Col
Yomond fired ais rocket projectiles at bridge and tracks but did not observe any
damage, Third mission took off at 17300, 12 a/c with 8-1000 1lb bombs and 16 Y
500 1b bombs. The targct was the RR line between Genoa and Tortena. 6 a/c bombed a

RR bridge north of Genoa, cui tracks hfﬁ approsch to bridge and also cut read
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6o running parallel to tracks. 4 a/c bombed a small i/Y zbout 1 mile N,E, of

Cont'd bridge with 20 plus box cars. Destroyed 6 anc cut tracks in L placss., 3

a/c strafed a line of 15 plus box cars saw hits but no flames, In addition
the section leader scattered out and strafed M/T on road near terget scoring
2 flamers 1 definitely damaged and 2 probably damaged, A total score of 35
sorties today.

Just one mission at 10:00, Dive bombing of pontoon bridge and bridgeing sup=—

plies at Ficeroli at L9798. Bombing was excellent, 6 pontoon sections de=

stroyed and 3 damaged, Bldg's and 2 canal locks hit. L A/A, intense, inace.
at F9700. H A/A, scant, acc. at L3484 (Reggio)s H A/A, mod, acc,at La
Spezia., Weather clear over target. &/10 deck to 15000' over mts. 1/10 over
water, Visibility 2-10 miles. It Donahue and Lt kitchell landed at Cecina
to refusl, Other observations: Factory at 19697: Suocke pots over bridge at
ul283: 3 large fires north of there,

2 afc of the 65th piloted by Lt Atwood and collins took part in a twelve plane
mission, Group show, against shipping. A successful attack was made against
a 200! barge and tug, direct hits were scored bubt the water thrown over them
obscured the final results, 1 set of bombs exploded on the dock and another
set a three story building on fire. The second mission of 8 a/e hit a pontoom
bridge in Italy at K3423 with bombs and rockets. Hits were scored, several n
near misses, and the approach from the south was damaged, all a/c down safelye

at 1130.

A mission up at 1555, Major Manda led 12 planes thru heavy A/A, secured a die
rect hit near the center of a 3 span rail bridge at @=723737, and destroyed
one building in the target area.

8 a/c up at OBOO to dive bomb gun emplacements at 0-524286. Scant inaccurate
flak was encountered, (un positions seemed abandonmed and bombs were dropped
in a nearby concrete-surrounded house. Lhe second mission of 8 a/c was up
at 1005 after the same targer, again no guns were found where supposed to
be, but concrete emplacements were located east of the designated area and Lt
Richardson destroyed one gun, and all bombs were in target area, Heavy and
Light 4/i fire was encounted, but no one was hit and all planes were dovn at
12054 '

Stood down by the weather, Heavy rain and high wind,

three missions today all direct against gun positions along the Italian coast
southwest of Savona. Thr first mission of 7 A/C was over the target at 1300
dropped 14x500 1/10 second bombs in the target area, and scored 2 direct hits
on the gun emplacements which seemed not to contain guns. One D/H was secured
on a building, L planes strafed in the bomb run. The second mission of Tl
planes was led by Col ijymond and ran into heavy and light 4/A from Savona, and the
Colonel's plane was holed, At 1520 the gun emplacements ecould not be located
and a factory was bombeds 1 a/c strafed in run. The thire mission of 8 afe
could not locate gun emplacements containing any guns, S0 at 1707 they cut a
road, scored a hit in the center of 3 small buildings, goh one hit on an emp-
ty gun pit, and one 1 a/c strafeds

‘&) Ac §#3
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One mission today. 12 a/c set out at U620 to strafe Bergamo AfD. Light and
heavy and accurate A/A was encountered over the target and four ships were

pranged, (Capt Hickok damaged 2 JU 88's, Lt. Bateman damaged ome HE 111, Lt.
Burgess strafed gun positions, Lts. MeGilvary and Holmes hit at a flak tower
and Lte Douglas started a fire in the town, Some ten e/a were on the draue,

Thirteen (cne spare) a/c took off in record time of 3 minutes - best so far-
to strafe a radar station just south of Autibes. Strafing passes were made
with all sections strafing., o fires were started,

"D day, Quar contribution to the invasion of Southern France was ten mis-
sions, The first was supposed to be four a/c but only licGilvary and 3owers
made ite They joined up with the 87th squadron of the 79th Group and dive
bombed the town of Cavalaire at 0705, The next show was a four snip show,
three of which made sorties, became geparated and made dive bomb runs of
different targets in France. The planes took off at 0545. Some ten min=
utes later Lt (ernshan led Lis Fateman and Wallin to dive bomb gun pesitions
east of St. Raphael, Lt. Richardson led the next mission that was over its
target at 0820, Agzin gun positions were hit and strafed, The next two
missions were four ship shows, and their target was given them by the con-
trollers One hit was scored on a road bridge east of St., Raphael and the
highway was postholed. At 1300 hours Capt Hare led an B ship mission against
a bridge some 25 miles inland from larseilles, Near misses were scored,

The next mission was a group show of 12 &/c to escort 36 B-25's of the 17th
Bomb Gp. lajor Leaf of 66th Squadron led the mission, Four Fighting Cocks
parti¢ipated in the mission, The next mission of 4 a/c, 2 of which returned
early (one was a sortie) was up at 1735 and rendexvoused with afc of the 27th
Fitr Gp. ALL a/c there executed a patrol in the area of Toulon until re-
leased at 1945 by the controller "BABY". The last mission was also an area
ptrol of L afc up at 1945 and down at 2155, Although YBABY" called in a JU=-
88 and fifty plus e/a we were enroute home and did not see them,

The batile of Southern France continues, Iie ran two missions today. The
first mission of 16 planes was sent up at 0720 to dive bomb gun emplace—
ments'near Jont Pellier, Although the gun emplacements were located only
one of them actually had a gun in it. & a/c dropped 16x500 GP, one tenth
second fused, in the area of the gun. The other 8 a/c scored hits near a
small bridge in the target area., The second mission of 8 afc was up at 1705
and the target was gun positions on the island of Port=Cros, in the group of
islands known as Iles D'Hyeres, Lt Richepdson led the mission and the bomb=
ing was excellent. C(ne fire was started which caused both white and black
smoke. 5 afc strafed on the way down and 4 strafed from deck level,

Three missions today. Capt J.ii. Swmith led 8 afc on an armed patrol over
Frapnece, At 0845 21l a/c strafed six stationary coaches on the rail line
paralleling the Durance River near Corbisres, FKive a/c drogped their wing
tanks on the train, starfing many fires, and destroyed six couches, Heavy
and light 4/A came from Toulon and from a point south of Avignon. Over
France there was a 9/10 overcast at 13000', The second mission was also
8 a/c conducting an armed patrol over southern France from 0910 to 1135.

(3)
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The mission was flown thru 7/10 clouds and visibility was very poor. Ko in=-
cident, The third mission was another armed recce of southern France.

Heavy clouds were over the area and at one point the formation ran into rain.
The controller called KOLA. Leader Lt Hersenbruck, and the 8 a/e rectared on
same /i on a road near Wontpellier. k a/c strafed 10 /T, making 3 strafing
runs after having made 3 identifying runs. & L/T were destroyed with 1 & flam-
er. L a/c bazbed the i/Y east of Nimes. Heavy end light flak came up south-
west of Toulon and east of Lontpellier, but all a/c were down safely at 1600,

Two missions. 8 a/e of this squadron and & from the 6Gth were up at 0800 to
excort 36 3=-251s of the 340th bomb Gp. Over the sea it w=s 10/10 up to 14000',
Over Frence it was clear with good visibility. Strafing damaged 3 ¥/T, a
power station near the Durance River and Lt Bateman hit a high tension wire and
crashed into a nearby resivor at T=7506£0. The plane exploded upon impact and
Lt Bateman was not seeu to get out., The second mission of 8 a/c took off at
1005, with 16x500 GP one tenth secoud fused boubs, to carry out an armed recce
4n the wrea from Dizne and east of the Uurance piver to the Italian border,
411 bombs were dropped in the zpproach area to a bridge. Rockets nit the
bridge witn unobserved results. Strafing resulted in destroying 1 small W/Te
This was in the vicinity of St Hephael, 1 a/c landed at a different landing
ground, i

Pour missions today were sent over France. The first mission of 11 a/c were

up at 1020 to provide area cover for 15 B-26's of the 319th Bomb Cp. The
bonbers were called, but did not answer, Heavy fluk came up south of Lallemort,
Scattered 1/ was observed headed north. A serviceabvle A/D was seen with & good
runway at S-7156. 3 single engine &/c were on the 4/D and 2 in the northwest
dispersal area, Ihe second mission of & a/c took off at 1050 carrying 16x500
GP bombs to conduct an armed recce in the vicinity of Toulon. Heavy and light
flak was sent up from that place, All bombs were dropped on gun positions at
Toulon and 2 bombs scored direct hits on the position of L guns. The third
rission of 7 afc was up at 1350, led by Lt Bubanks, no bombs and the purpose
was armed recce south of the Durance Fiver, 3 M/T were located and were
strafed by 2 a/c with 2 flamers and 1'damaged, 2 a/c sirafed 20 stationary
£lat cars near Senas, The cars were loaded with z red substance, The last
mission of & afc was up at 1630 to recce the same area. The weather was very
Bazy and no opportune strafing targets were located, 4An enemy landing strip
running northwest-southeast at T-1038 was observed Iive e/a dispersed around
it. There were obwerved by one pilot who had became separated from the flight
and he did not feel justified in attacking the planes slone, 1 ME 109 was

seen going SE at 1820, but no contact was uade. poth the recces ran into heavy
and light 4/A, but no one was hit.

Today we flew 5 missions. The first mission of four ships was led by Capt
Grant, up at 0625 to dive bomb gun positions Si of Toulon, The fiight was led
Bhru intense heavy and light A/A and small erms fire to drop its bombs in the
target area. lany guns had obviously been moved from the pits. 3 afc straf-
ed in the bomb run. Lt Donshue led the second flight of l, afc aiter the same
target and dropped bembs &b 0820 hours. One direct hit was scored on & flak
tower, but gun positions did not appear to contein guns. A1l afc strafed in
the bomb run. The third mission was led by 3 a/c of ékth Squadron and k4 of
oura/c flew to provide cover Ior 18 B-25's of the 310th Bomb @p. attacking

(&)
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a highway bridge near Livron, The bombs were released at 0900 in good pat—
tern, The next show was again after ~other colsatl guns and this time the
L, a/c led by Lt Eubanks dropped 8x500 Gp 1/100 second bombs at 1010. Twe
bombs hit on the eisternmost two guns and L bombs hit the west gun position.
Dust obscured finzl assessment of results. Heavy A/A of scant intensity,
light 4/4 and small arms fire were encountered. The last missién of & afe
went up at 1240, witaout bombs, on an armed recce in the Durance River area.
50 1/T with troops in them were located and strafed, and the followlng wes
the final scorei
Flamers Damaged
lead Section.
Carnahan
Fiedler
Burgess
Bowers
Rﬁ SECtiono
Yorrow
LEvans
Jiilson
Douglas

W owm

Lo [P
Eovrn wono

\inen they had to leave Tiller Controller was advised and more planes were
gent after the remainder,

First mission of & a/c were up at 0825 and provided escort for 18 B-25's who
madea good bombing pattern on the target bridge.. The second show of § afc
was led by Lt Richardson over the target at 1015, 41l 16%500 GP boabs were
dropped in the lid corner choke point of the l/Y in France, ieavy and light
\/4 from target area south of Rovigo, Italy in providing area cover for B=25.
The bombers scored good hits on target at 1735, The fourth mission of & a/e
carried 16x500 GP & to 11 second fused bombs over Italy in extreme hazy wea-
ther and at 1820 cut highway twice, put 2 holes in & 3 span concrete bridge
and knocked the side out at Finerolo, Italy, and postholed the highway.

fhree missions. Thr first of & a/c was up &b 0840 to escort 18 B-25's hit-
ting a bridge east of liodena, Itely on the way in heavy AfA was accurate enougn
to prang one B-26 so it had to return. Mo bombing results observed because of
dust. The second mission of & &fc dive bombed the Cunsosan Duco Highway,
scoring several hits and near misses on highway 3 miles west of San BucOe Ko
flak and afc down at 1620. At 1730 the last wission of & afc were up to car—
ry out an armed recce over the Rhone Fiver and west, lieather was 10/10 at
20001, very hazy, and nothing obsearved,

7 &/c (one returned early) carried out an armed recce in the Rhone River val-
ley at 1000 hrs. In spite of poor visibility targels wera located. In & I/Y
near Nimes all a/c strafed some 50 cars, some of which were burning from pre-
vious attacks. Our attack camsed 2 flamers and damaged five, all afc straf-
ed a 2000 ton LV in a canal near the mouth of tne Bhone, The second show, up
et 1015 of & afc to recce the same area. Strafing damaged one truck near

Nimes vhere two others were alveady burming., 2 afc damaged a trailer im 2

(3)
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23. field bearing German markings, Heavy accurate and intense A/A was experienc-

Cent'd ei fpom liarseilles, The last mission of & a/ec carried 16x500 GP bombs a-
gainst coastal defense installations near uarseilles., [Ilying through heavy
and light A/4 It Herrembruck led his flight in to score 6 direet hits and o-
ther near misses, 6 a/c strafsd in bomb run, 4ll down O.K. at 1900,

2 Pirst mission. &€ a/c took off 9610 on armed recce Genda to Ventimiglia, drop=
ped 11x500 1/10 second GP with 4 D/H on road and bridge approach northern
outsiirts, 3 a/c strafed Ij/7 on bridge and 2 afc strafed A/a pit with no re-
gults observed. Second mission B a/c escorted 18 5-25's of 321 Boumb Gp,
without incident against rail bridge in Italy at P-£367.

25 Two missions today. 1st Fission 12 a/c up at 1040 postholed highway SW of
Tmola with 4 hits end got 6 hits in small town of Borgos. 1 Rocket hit was
scored on a bridge., All down safely at 1240, 2nd Missien of 12 a/c, up &t
1725 to dive bomb gun positions on Ni tip of island about 2 miles SW of Mar-
seilles with 24x500 1/10 and 6 rockets (carried by Col. ijymond) wO mm fire wes
experiencei from the target area end 4 a/c strafed in bemb run. Col Jack-
son, 6ithm Fighter Wing, flying with us hit the road north of the target, hit
the rest of lead and black section missed altogether, However Red section,
Its Wittenberger and Gustafson, Litchel and Mayer clobbered hell out of the
target area with six bombs, all down 0.K. at 2000'.

26, One mission today--12 aircraft took off ai 10E10 to create a road block in
Italy, encountered 4Omm ack ack from target but dropped 243500 GP 8-l secogd
fusing scoring eight hits and many near misses on highway between Q-9188 and
Q=9898, Uple Wymond got two hits on highway with rockets.
1f we have not previously mentioned it, we now state that a picture is being
made entitled "THUIDERHQMBER". We understand it is similar to "MEMPHIS BELLEY
of p=17 fame, and that it is largely to be centered around 65 Squadron, 1t
involves the use of the Thunderbolt as a dive-bomber and its evobition into
such, This afternoon some pictures were taken of formation flying,etc. The
lovie Stars participating were (ol. ijymond and the following officers: Smith,
Wittenberger, Landa, ¢arnshan, Hare, iorrow, Hickok, Richardson, Herrenbruck
and ¥eGilvary.

o Three shows today. irst mission, 8 aircraft dropped 16x500 (8~11 sec) bambs
and secured 3 hits on highway between Turin and Susa, The power line along
the road was wrecked. Two ul were flamers from strafing and one gun carrier
was damaged, Lb mitchell got one, & big van, with personnel in it. Lt mayer
got the other, a Jerry Jeep.

The second show was over the target at 1300 hrs, a reported motor park in
1taly. 1t appeared Jerry had pulled out bubt if not the & aircraft were to
destroy by bambing and strafing anything in the area, Accurate and heavy flak
was encountered at (uneo.

yhe last mission was over the pologna-Pistoia highway at 1915 hrs and the

12 aireraft secured some 6 or 7 hits with 24x500 (8-11) bambs, Heavy and light
flak was encountered.

b
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First mission of eight aircraft at 0800 hrs cut the road several times south of p=X
pologna, neavy and light flak was encountered and pranged the aircraft of both
yapt J.i. Smith and Lt riedlers

yhe second mission was an exact repitition of the first,-same area, same resulis,
same flak but no one was hit,

The third mission flown today was an eifght ship show, over Imperia Harbor at

1855 hrs to attack shipping with 16x500 -1/10 second GP bambs, Light ack ack

was encountered over the target. One 1501 ship was possibly sunk by a hit,

one bamb hit among four barges, one hit on the dock side in the town, one hit

a building , one cut on east quaye The other 11 bombs hit in the area and scored
pear misses on another 150¢ boat, possibly hitting it and smaller craft including
fishing vessels, Seven aircrafit strafed on the bamb run.

Three dive-baubing attacks against Ttalian roads, The first of seven aircraft
was over its target at 1035 hrs and dove through clouds and haze to drop
1/,x500 GP 8=11 second fused bombs on the highway mW of Borgo San Lorenzoe Light
ack ack came from target area, Five very near misses threw debris zll over the
road and it was cul onces

The second show of seven aircraft dropped 14x500 GP 1/10 second fused bombs

on the Ferrara-houigo highway hitting it three times and the rest near misses.
Light ack ack from targel arsd.

The last show of eight aircraft at 1710 hrs dropped 16x500 GP 1/10 second
fused bombs in spite of heavy ack ack and got two hits on highway and damage to
a bridge on the salenzano-parberino highway. Two aireraft strafed in bomb

mun and five rockets were fired into a building in target area.

Only one mission back at that Horgoe San Lorenzo highway. Kight aircraft up &t
0830 hrs, lighb flak and 7/10 clouds at 4,000t over target, and yet five of
the 16x500 GP 1/10 second fused bombs hit the highway, two near misses, Lt
Hewitt clobbered a rail bridge.

Two missions, the first of eleven aireraft (one returned early) to escort
2i, B25s of the 34oth pomb Group to bomb a bridge in ltalye Tne bombers were

. late so we escorted them back only to Lake Trasimeno, Ve got heavy flak from

Jassa and Ostiglia and one P47 got pranged,-catl.

The second shoﬁp at 1700 hrs, seven aircraft, lix 500 GP 8-11 second fused
parbs, armed recce east of the French-Italian border. No movement was noted
and borbs were dropped on & conerete highway bridge. Clouds prevented any
observations.

deres looking foeward %o another good month in Septetiber.

SECRET
e
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SPECLIAL ACCQUNT FOR MONTH OF AUGUST

On 17 August 1944 four of our veterans and most consistently relizble pilots
left the squadron to return to bhe Umited States, All four had received awards
of the Air Medal with clusters with other clusters recommended for the D,F.C.
Their names, number of sorties and cambat heurs; Capt Lyle He. Duba~l29 sorties,
219,6 hours; (Capt Stanley P. lancasteryl30 sorties,23§.Y hours; Capt James
As Eaglen-112 morties,198,2 hours; Capt ivan 1. Andrus=129 sorties,237.,9 hours,
no attempt will be made here to record their exploits in cambal as thepe appears
elsewhere, neither will an attempt be made to record more than the fact of their
going, how much we shall miss them, and to wish them the best of luck after a

job well done.
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