THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

—_— L o
RESTRICIIT
- L f? -
DECLASSIFIED ‘
D0 DIR 52009
*
. e
! "“
...-r}';f', b =1 O )
== kD
\ S
LI-J
0.9
- %c,ic.mu. -
B RESHRIGHD e |
\

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

S @-Flabs-#y
5 [Pene a4 -

65th Ftr Sgdn,
Outline History Jume 44,

y W i
DECLASSIFIED 65th Ftr Sgdn,

50D DIR 52009 8,July 1944,
SIXTY-FIFTH FIGHTER SQUADRON A,4.F.
4.P.0, 850

5,July 1944,
AG 514.7 i
SUBJECT: Historical Records,

TO : Commending Genmeral, XII Air Support Command, 4.P.0. 374,

1, Outline History of the Sixty-Figth Fighter Squadron for the period 1,June
1944 thru 30,June 1944,

a. Pregent desigmation: Sixty-Fifth Fighter Squadron,Fifty-Seventh Fighter
Group, XII Air Support Command.

b. Changes in organization:
l1.No change in designation,
2.% tnmﬂr of uﬂi‘bﬂu
5.Commanding Officer, Lt.Colomel Gilbert O, Wymond Jr,,0-431591, ret'd
to duty 20,June vice Captain Richard O, Hunziker,0-664187,
4.Y% change of staff officers during month,

c. § trength, Commissioned and Enlisted:

a, 1,dune 1944, Commissioned—47 Enlisted—251

b. Net increase,Commissioned——O0 Enlisted—-6

c, Net decrease,Commissionel—-5 Enlisted ——~0 v

d, 80,June 1944,Commissioned—4a2 Enlisted—257 Ly
d. Stations: <

a. Alto L.G,, Corsica, Date of arrival—=28,March 1944,
e. lovements: None,

o
f. Campaigns: Ttaly, djration September 18,1945, still in progress, ':_!
g. Opera tions: g}
Qe Clmplign It&l&'. D
b. Nature of Operations: Dive-Bombing,Straffing,Recce Antd~shipping, (o

o i Number of sorties—791
c. Mumber of missions—69 r g B—
d,. Result of mogt outstand mission: Junelf, T.0.07:16 T,D.09:15, s
D ive-Bombed railroed br andmvm‘h ﬂthte};chiexﬂ G%isappearing in
unnel h as it is in the mo near c A
1.I:y'\‘.. Ha::'rg:bugmk ‘égt a direct hit in east tunnel mouth bloc tunnel,

-
=

_—
oy ==

" N
Two other airen ot hits on arch at each end crumbling it but left ‘
tracks hanging acrogs break in bridge, For mimber of bombs this is the -4
best show this momth. =
. BST congt 0  DECLASSIFIED i
S07254 e
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h. Losses in action:
1, 2nd Lieutenant William J, Fournier,0-81188l,
% F light Officer Williem (NMI) Swartz,T-61817,

i. Awards and decorations made during month of June 1944:
1, Ceptein Richard 0, Hunziker,0-664187, awarded D.F.C.
2, 1lst Lisut. William O, Moream,0-799228, ewarded Air Medal,
3, lst Lieut, Cregory J. Herrenbruck,0-688260, awarded Air Medal,
4. 2nd Lieut. Joseph R, Donehue ,0-8l2775, awarded Adr Medal,
6. 1st Lieut., Herbert M. Thomas,0-871805, ewarded Adr Medal.

2. Inclosed are War Diary, Sixty-Fifth Fighter Squadron for the momth
of June 1944, /

For the Commanding Officer:

1 Incl:
War Diary

)Vlf:ww»:ﬁ @jM

MARVIN D, PARKHURST,
Captain, 4A.4.F.
Squadron Riatoriul Officer,
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- (SBUAET) 65th Ftr Sqdn,
utline xistory August 1944

SECnm T

By aAuth (u
65th wtr Sqdn,
#,Septanber 1944,

SIATI~FIFTH FIGHTER SQUADRON AsA.r,
a.P.D. 650

L,September 1944
AG 5147
SUBJECT : Historical Reporte
T0 : Camanding General, XII Air Support (ammand, asP.Os 37ke

1, gutline history of the Sixty-rifth Fighter Squadron for the iod 1
1944 to 31,aug 1944, e =

2, Present designation: Sixty-gifth Fighter Squadron, Fifty-Seventh kighter
Group, XI1 Air Support Command.

be. Changes in .organization:
l. wo change in designation,
2+ No change in assigmment.
3« NO changes in attachment,

Subordinate units: NUNE

Comménding Officer: Lt Colonel Gilbert O. Vymond Jre, o=-431591.
Changes in Staff Qfficers:
lst Lieutenant (aruthers Ewing, Jr., 0565313, is appointed Legal
Assistance QOfficer, additional duty,
lst Lieutenant Gregory J. Herrembruck, 0-686260, is appointed plight
Commander "Cv Flight.
1st Lieutenant Riéhard K. Grant, O=686847, is appointed Flight Commander
upe flignt vice lst Lieutenant william U, Moreau,0~799228, relieved,

Ce Strangth, commissioned and enlisted:
1,Aug 194: Gommissioned=—55 Enlisted-=256
met increase: Commissioned——8 Enlisted-=3
net decrease: Commissioned=5 Enlisted==15
31,4ug 1944 Commissioned--58 Enlisted=—244

de Stations:
l. Alto L.G., Corsica, Date of arrival=28, liarch 1944

e, lovements: pone.

- - - -
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Fo Campaigns: jtaly, duration September 18, 1943, still in progrees,
Sotbhern France august 15, 1944, still in progress.

GGe Operations:
a, Campaigns, ltaly,South France,
b. ljature of operations: Dive-bambing, pamber Escort, Delousing, Straffing,
Anti-shipping, car rockets.

Ce [umber of missicma-z‘f pumber of sorties--o 13

d. Most important mission: rhe invasion of Sbuthern France on the 15th of
August was beyond a doubt a day off great importance to this squadron,
Many missions important to ocur troops were flown, many coastal defense
guns were put out of actiony:enemy troops were straffed and bambed, yhis
squadron contributed largely to the destruction wrought upon the enemy
during the course of the invasion. (over was provided for the troops landing
on the beached and also the paratroopers which had landed further inland.

He Losses in action: William {fe Bateman, 2nd Lieutenant, 0=705525.

ies Awards and decorations: Tech Sergeant wdward F. Rooney,6947106, awarded Se iedal.
The following named enlisted men were awarded the Bronze Stars; T/Sgts Emil P
Kistrik,6994623, foodrow We Stewart,18007900, S/Sgts Jacob . Gallick,5995076,
Vern m. (0e,8995076, uichael 1. Limmaugh, 3470632, Kenneth B. Tayler,12005131,
Luther (¢, Spencer,l8048099, Kernando S, Rovbal, 18016812, Philip C. Jones,0899253,
Sgt Feul Be Webhington,6887356, 1/5gt Fred Symank was awarded Legion of uerit,
The following named officers were awarded the D,F,C; captain Howard ne Hickok,
0-736211, capt Iyle He Duba,0=5675681, gapt James A. Eaglen, 0675682, Capt Lvan 1.
Andrus, 0798143, capt William 0. Moreau,0799228, capt ames W, Swith, 0675878,
Major Prancis S. Manda,0664212, Major Richard Q. Hunziker, 0664187, Capt James (e
Hare 0675927, capt Stanley P, Lancaster,0674000.
The following named officers were awarded the Air Medal;lst Lieut Benjamin W. Atwood,
0811836, 2nd Lieut Richard L. Coleman,0818341,lst Lieut poward C. Lithhell,0816639,
1st Lieut Alvan Be jallin,01100816,1lst Lieut Guydell Ward,0816961,2nd Lieut alvin Me
Welbes ,0702874;1/0 William Swartz,T-61817,
Capt Ivan 1. Andrus=l=5=-6=0LC to Air medal,lst Lieut Harold Ee Burgess ,061L6L5,
Air wedal and lst QLU, lst Lt Raymond H. UM;%'?AOBL,B-‘P'W t0 AJley
1st Lt Joseph ReDonahue,0812775-1=2-=3=LC to AJi., Capt Lyle Duba, 0675681=5=5010
Capt James As Eaglen——5=6 OLU 1O Ali., lst Lt James u. Eubanks ,0811872=1=2=3 OLUy
2nd 1t William J, rournier,0811881=g,k, and 1 ULUs, Bst Lt Richard reGrantel-2d3=
L-ULCey 1st Lt Kenneth J. Gustafson,0810361—a.l, and 1 OLCs, tcapt James C. Hare,
0675927==5=6 OLC to A, and lst QLC to D,F.C., Gregory J. Herrembruck,lst Lt~
0688260=—2=3 OLB, Uapb noward i Hickok—=5th ULUe, Major Richard Ue Hunziker—lst
OLU t0 DoF.U., wapt Stanley P. Iancaster——4=5 Qils, 1st Lt George (. Lovato,0815728=
4. and 1st OLCe, Major Francis S. Manda=—QLC to D.F.C., lst Lb Martin C.MeGilvarye—
1st and 2nd OLC., lst Lt Harry A, meyd——l=2-QLC., capt William Quuoreau=—2=3-4=5-ULCs,
1st It Stenley J. liorrow—l-2-0LC., lst Lt Jack Richardson--1-2-3-4~0LC., 1st Lt
Stephen P, Secord=--5-6=0LC., 1st Lt William R. Splers—AJi, and 1-2-01C., 18t Lt

For the Commanding Officer: !
1 Incl: QARVIN D. RARKHURST,
Wiar Diary Captain A.h.Fay

Squadron Historical Officer.
SECRET
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Sheet Bo.l-War Diary g5th Fighter Squadrom., 5Tth Ftr Gp.
Prepared by Marvin D, Parkhurst,Capt.,A.A.F.

Month of June 1944
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2,

5.

4.

6

EVENTS

Starting off a new month, I hope thet this one will be as good as the past one, Had
two shows to-day, the first one at 10:05 and the second at 16:50, Attacked a railwey
and & highway bridge scoring good hits on both bridges and approaches.

First mission of 12 aircraft took off at 11:15 to bomb a Marshalling yard with 50 plus
box-cars at Montevardi, A1l the bombs hit the target, Difficult to ascertain the amoust
of damage due to smoke and dust after bembing.,

Second show took off at 16350 to bomb & railroad bridge, 1 good hit on bridge, Two
a.ircb:;f; straffed 12 box—cars getting two damsged, Tracks were also cut in two places
by bing.

Third show of B aireraft taking off at 17:55 had an exceptionally good show, lear lucaa
they damaged 1 locomotive, destroyed 11 MI, damaged 5 Ml and 1 aircraft straffed 30
plus soldiers riding on bicycles,

A full day of 5 shows, Take-Offs at 06350, 10:50,and 18:00, Targets conmsisted of rail-
road line and bridges ard highway bridges. Results of bombing; 5 hits on bridges,
tracks cut in five places, On the lagt mission due to straffing one locomotive was
dameged and 12 box-ecars also damaged, also destroyed two MI. -

12 aireraft took off at 09:25 to escort £5-B25s, Our first escort nission in a long
time. Didn't observe bomber hits, escorted all the bombers back.

12 sireraft took off at 16:00 to bomb & highway bridge south of Grossetto. Dameged
it badly with several direct hits, Four aircraft straffed six staff cars destroying {®
five and demaging one.

12 aircraft bombed highway between Foligno and Spoletto, Got 6 direct hits on high—
way and 1 probable, Two aircraft gtraffed 1 MI' and destroyed it,
Second mission took off at k4:45 to bomb a railroad line, Got 5 outs on tracks and

1 hit on highwey ruming parallel to it,

A comperitively late take-off at 10:50 to bomb & highway junctiocn, Clouds obscured
the assigmed target so bombed a road junmetion, No report on results because of
hanging smoke and dust over the target, Did obgerve transformers shooting off sparks
probably due to ghorting cut due to bombing. ]
Second take-off &t 17:00 and dive-bombed a highwey, Several hits on it, alsosstrafied

a wandering Mt damaging it.

This was one of those full days of 4 missions, 12 eireraft took-off st 06300 to bomb
highway between Foligne and Spoleto, Got & hits on the road and several near missesS.
Two aircraft straffed a factory on their way home, didn't set any [ires.
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Sheet No, 2 War Diary cont'd,
JUAS EVERTS

Teont'd, B aircraft off at 09:50 without bombs to straffe opportune MI' targets, A re
came in that Jerry is moving out, As a result of m?.ssion got 1 bug dmgad,pgﬁ
destroyed and 2 flamers bringing score up to 10 Ml in all destroyed, Also
silenced a light ack ack post, It, Fournier bellied in from a straffing attack,
mey have gotten out 0.K, F/0 Swartz crashed in a straffing attack,
12 a irceraft at 14:00 carrying bombs dive-bombed highwey bridge between Chiusi
and Orvieto leaving three big holes in bridge and direct hits on the road,
Destroyed one MT near the bridge,
The last missiontook-off at 19:50 with 12 eircraft and dive-bombed highway bridge
and intersection, Two hits on bridge and four bombs 1lit on the highway, Also
got several hits near the junction, On the way home the flight was requested to
recce the San Stefano harbor and this caused the boys to land at 21:30, elmost
completely dark, We were really sweating them out, ]

B. This morning at 0B:00 owr aircraft took-off to dive-bemb railroad between
Perugia and Cortona, All but two aircraft got directbhits on tracks which meant
ten ciibs in tracks, Captain Hunsziker the leader wondered what could be wrong
with those other two pilots that missed, "If I knew who they were 1 would make
them walk around the field", After the bombing they straffed motor transport
on roed between Ficulle-Citia de Pieve, Captain Hunziker getiting four flamers
and Lt Hare damaging six, On return to west coast saw & sign mede of white rock s
near Monte Balligli, Sign read "Help Partisans" with Italiams moving green and
white flags as our planes went low to investigate, 411 landed safe,

Our next mission wes et 16:50, Target was highway between Poggibonsi and Siema.
Our aireraft carried 6 to 12 hours delsy time-bombs, Bombed & bridge just gouth
of Poggibonei, With time-bombs results are hard to observe. Straffed six motor
trensport north of Poggibonsi getiing one flamer and damaging other five, Nothing
more to report, Must be on my way to see the show "The Irom Major" before it's
finisghed, Todays rumor came from the armament shop "Allies invade southern France
from North Africe with 7th Army" Came from the third bowl from the right dn the
Squadron Chic-Sales 8 holer,

9. 12 aireraft took off to bomb & hifhwey between Cortona and Chiusi. Each flight
bombe & differemt part of the road with a totel of five direct hite on the
highw&ndonamrtonaraﬂroadljmforthelﬂajrmﬁ. No mévement of M em
any of the roads, Jerry pust be movinpg at night the way the bomb-line is moving.
Got one of those quickies this & ternoon, We were ordered up t@ bomb gun em-
placemente on Elba, Eight of the aircraft bombed flak and machine-gun -
tions silencing them with direct hits and nachine-gun fire, The third flight
by It Thomas dive-bombed and straffed a small destroyer spotted by Lt andrus.
Res ults; a smoking listing desiroyer caused by three close hits on the star-
board side,

A sun-down show ordered to bomb the Siene-Fadicofani highway, Still having time
after briefing before getting imtd the planes, we were picking out mdmm
the map of Italy, Fields we woudld 1ike to be moved to after the bomb-line

up. Two airereft returned after being out an hour-electrical fa.ilm-eton onehh
The other ten eircraft bombed a 75' highway bridge with one d:lr;oﬂ ﬁckon no

e nf and & close miss that blew the east side out, 12 sorties, .

-2
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DAY

e

., Page ¥o,5 War Diary Comt'd. m S e HA

EVENTS

10.

What & life-our f irst teke—off is at 10:00-Bankers howrs, Only 11 &ircraft made
it as our serviceability is down due to tree and four missions a day. Our
terget was highway between Foligno and Spoletto, Bombing was obscured by dust
from bombs so estimate of demege will have 4o wait until we return to that ares,
On return, [t Lancaster observed 50 plus M and srmored vehicles moving north
along highway east of lake Bolsere. Went down and straffed but as this was behisti
the bomb-line and M was herd to idemtify, only two sircraft straffed getting ome
flamer. The reason for believing the concentration was allied was in the past our
pilots in all their missions have not seen that mary Jerry MI in one place. Later
later the Army called Group and stated that these trucks were Jerry and our pilots
were mugch relieved that they had not gtraffed our own boys but mad as hell that
they hed not been able to jdentify them.

Our next show at 1800 hours finds 11 gireraft in the air with It Iuba leading.
Target was Poggibonsi-Monte Arehi highwey., Weather bed so couldn't reach target =
bombed bridge south of Capsino Di Ferro. Very good results on three span bridge,
gouth spen down and % of middle, Three direct hits on gouth epproach cutting

road and one on north approach. No other movement or activity. One sireraft was
hit by light flak blowing tire and hitting hydraulic system. I+ Richardson mede

& good landing with this airoraft., Good show boys, see you tomorrow,

A twelve ship mission was sent out to dive-bomb the highwey between Chiusi and
Arezzo. Due t8 a golid overcast over the target Captain Funziker led the boys
to another target, a 75' concrete highway bridge just east of Cecina.. Direet hits
knocked the east span of the bridge completely out, also a water main munning
along the bridge. One bomb knocked the road out about 20' east of bridge.

The first day of rain in & long time-whet & relief to have this dust settled iIf
even for & short time, Lt Here led the boye through 8/10 at 4,000' of cumulus
clouds to dive-bomb the Siena-Buoncoivento highwey. Found & 40' concrete bridge,
knocked half of its side off and gutted the highway gouth of the bridge. OUn the
wey back we spotted MI and half-tracks which we preceeded to straffe with a
total score of three MI destroyed, four M damaged, two half-tracks dameged

and one reilroad coech dameged, This is ome of those days when due to bad
weathsr the spotting of targets is almost inpossible—yet one never kmows.

Whiskey Cumulus after the big perty lest night. The official opening of the
Fighting Cocks beach club on the Tyrecenia sea was well attend d by nurses from
the 35th Station hospital, Beer, cokes and whiskey was plemtiful, Our first
mission today is still on German lines, Lt Hare led our boys to the Arezzo-Chiusi
highway but saw little results as elouds obscured target, One dirsct hit was reg-
jetered mear Arezzo, Received light and heavy flak from terget ares with one air-
craft holed, On return saw many fires in San Stefano and Orbetello harbors.
Looked like heavy fighting going on inlend a short distance and many fires
observed in mounmtains, All returned gafe, Now for some shit-eye.

Next mission 18:00 to dive-bomb road between Perugis-Cortons, clouds were bed
obscuring target but we got ome nit cutting highway st R-4T0Z. Another at R-4304.
Straffed MI alopg north shore of Leke Tragemeno, one flamer staff car and one

M pear Fiora. One flamer and several demaged, Heavy and light flak from Lake
Tresemeno and Fiora, Four sircraft hit, not serious, ALl returned safe, Large
white smoke fire at Cagligione and lake T¥gsemeno—later A.L.O. reported Fifth
Aray bad been shelling.

3=

w
-
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EVENTS

14,

15.

1 6.

17,

06320 mission bombed & concrete railrosd bridge with one direct hit on tracks
knocking them out, Although no flak was reported, Lt Wittemberger received ad
direct hit by something, meybe a bomb fragment which caused his elevator to .
lock. Only by kicking ageinst the dash-boerd was he able to release it and
then only for limited movement, He was able to land with it—miraculously,
The 17:00 mission bombed & highway and camal bridge just soutlwest of Citta
Dlzisve. Knocked out side of the cansl bridge and gutted roed west in four
pPlaces,

At 09:15 twelve aircreft tock off to bomb highway bridge near Serravale-missed
the bridge itself but got the road junctlon north of the bridge., Two aircraft
straffed 2 MT on the way back and got two flamers.

The 18:15 mission wes sent out to bomb highway bridge two miles nortiwest of
Fellonica, Results; one hit on west end of bridge and one hit on highway 75°'
cast of the bridge. One afrcraft pranged on lading due to unlocked tail wheel,

12 aireraft were semt out to bomb two destroyers gouth of Genoae that were
reported in by PT boats, After the mission took off they were called in on 3B
the BT that the destroyers weren't there, so Captein Funziker turned inland
e bombed & highway bridge about six miles east of Pisa, gob one direct nit
on center of bridge, one hit on west approech of bridge and hit the highway
running perpendicular to the bridge. The leader section straffed a factory
south of Rosigneno, Didn't observe ary damage.

At 16:30 twelve aircraft bombed & 190 '~four span railrosd bridge at M-153115,
knocked off tracks on north approach to bridge, knocked the railing off on
the west side of bridge, cut the tracks just north of bridge.

Got in two mew pilots today, Lts Welbes end Colman, Welcome to the Fighting Cocks
roost,

Up early at the Kraut on a 07:15 teke off led by our €.0, Captain Humz iker.
The target a reilroad bridge and visduet with each end disappearing in tunnel,
Rough as it is in the mountains mear the city of Verrudi, Lt Herrembruek ggt
one direct hit in east tumnel mouth blocking tunnel, Two othersaireraft goe&k
hite on apch a t each end crumbling arch but left tracks hanging across br

i4 bridge, For mumber of bombs this is ome of the best shows this month, Good

Be
%gf:g btge off with a railroad viaduct &s terget pear Pontassieve east of Flarenme
led by Lt "RED" Lancaster.

Feench

Our neighbors on Elba are infor & hot time today. 4 large concentration of
troopsjfrere to invade Elbe early this morning and our job is to k:g;k out th;i-r
g-unslnatallat:lons.lzairami‘ttookof‘fat 05345 to bomb and str gu?jf‘os
tions at Capocchia, Hits were on the target ares ceusing them to cease ing.
Fragmentation and 500 1b GP bombs were used on this mission, i
The next assigmment was to knoek out gun positions om Eufola which seem o
giving the ¥ emch trouble, Because of a low ceiling over the uhind, ﬁ elig
aircraft carried delay fuses on bombs permitting them to %ome in o-d mboab

unite accurate, Hits were good and straffing 4n their bomb run start anmo
gump on fire in the target ared. ) Eufloa, hits were

120 to
Third mission of eight ah:lga took off at 16:20 sin booh B e wwre, s
ther straffing g at the target ]
E:odmmd ;; :;dg;mmimte readiness just 4n case another target drops in.

o Fmood
Eight aircraft were sent out to recce any boating on east coast of Elbe
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.," Pa ge Yo.5 Wa r Diary o ont'd, @L‘ﬁhﬂ -

DAY EVENTS

17 cont 'do
Found four 50! boats in one of those harbors and bombed them, Got ome direct hit
and two nea r misses, It was getting too dark for close observation of results.
The other four aircraft brought their bombs back,

18.Three four ship shows to Flba, weather bad but did get bme large barge and two
smaller ones, Lt Moreau was hit in head by flak but got his aireraft home safe.
He was not seriously hurt and is back in the squadron, Elba nearly done in.

18.4n ea rly mission at 06:00 to bomb gun installations of east side of Port Ferraro
harbor at Elba, A1l bombs hit in target area with the exception of one which lit
in the water,
Stood by on an hours readiness from 15:00 till 16:00 when we got & mission to
bomb coastel guns that were harrassing our shipping. Got no direct hits but some
darn clogse misses and &ll bombs hit on the small peninsula where the guns were.
Lt Thomas noticed guns located about 2000 yds east of our target, He bombed that
scoring a dirset hit,

20.Took-off at 08:00 to bomb bridge at Cesema,ltaly. No more ops to Elba, it is now
in our hands, Weather too bad so bombed bridge mear Pomteders, one cub on road akEo,
Hit marshalling yards setting a house on fire,
Good steak for dinner with a 13:30 take-off for road bridge in city of Pisa,
Bridges are mumbered f. om ome to six, from east to west over thr #iver Arno, We
got No.l. Very good results with three hits making bridge sible for at least
e few days. Pilots say they got a look at the Leaning Tower for the first time,
looked interesting. Show was led by Lt Andrus and waes complimemted on the good
for m-up over the field and also on the formation on the return and good landings,

Another good show for the Fighting Cocks, A1l down safe,

21,4t 10:15 twelve aircraft bombed a highway bridge with a direct hit on bridge and

cut tracks in four pla ces on a railwey line ruming parallel to it.
At 15:00 twelve aircraft left to bomb railroad line in the vicinity of the mornings

target. Colons 1 Wymond flew his first mission today afbér he came back from the
sh‘geei(ﬁoda Country) Each flight bombed & d ifferent bridge in the wicinity of
Chiavari with all eireraft getting fairly good hits. dlso four aircraft stemffed
a 50' motor launch causing definite damage.

Jake-off at 08350 led It Duba to dive-bomb bridge at Pisa. Bridge was completely
" ¢ overed gw bomb burat:ya.ni dust so demage c¢ ould not be observed by our pilots.

large fire seen in Leghorn harbor on return, Some flak encountered. 2

Next mission led by Lt Red Lancaster on another bridge in Pisa, There are six road

d ed and
bridges in Pise and we have the job of knocking them out. Bridge 1_}:ns. a:ag e

road post-holed but not sure 4f it is not unserviceabls, o by 64th Sad

ning and found three spans had been
gzeﬂu; :’:zigty in Leghorn harbor, possibly getting ready to block south entrance,

mpty dinghy in water with two g in ares,
ms‘;ﬂm coming fut“ , take—off .gd lg;gg ﬂ%"ﬁ,ﬁ"d’ Eﬁ%ﬁa %ﬂ%
: unse i “tm. é:ogn'gn exploaigm on mrbﬁ end of br o&a
like gase.
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Pa ge lo, 6ar Diary cont'd, § =

EVENTS

25.'

24,

25,

27.

28,
29,

Bad weether over tergbt, no shows, A day for rest.

Took-off at 05:50 what was an ungodly hour, Wonder who called this
one to bomb rail communications on Pisa-Lucca-Florence line, ﬁmﬁm
bombed bridgg north of Pontedera, one hit on bridge-line cut north of bridge.
Sew two JUS8s flying north as we came off bomb run-chased them until they dis-
appeared in ¢ louds north of Lucca-saved by weather-lusky krauts.

Another take—off at 14100 led by Capt Hunziker back to the old bombing ground
near Lucca. Weather still bad but bombed near Lucca. Recce obgerved four cuts
in tracks and one bridge out, Some may have been prevdous cuts-all down safe.

The milk run again, Pisa-Imcca-Florence railway line, off at 07:00, weather

a nd haz e bad so gbservation poor. Bombed between Pistoia and Lucca, observed

four cuts in tracks after bombing, Onme building destrpyed, Some flak,

You guedsed it-Again at 19:15, Bombed bridge sast of Lucea, Lead sectiongot two
cuts in track near bridge. No other observation there due to dust from bombing.
Four aireraft straffed on way down silencing some eck ack guns in target ares.
411 down safe, Medical whiskey in today-1 see it coming,

411 morning on one hour readiness-weather, Finally at 12350 wectook off for a
longha.ultoForlim.lhntnrelieftotlmnilkrnn.ﬂentha' over to target
Eos® Gumilus £rom 5000 to 14,0001 overcast but target clear, Lt Thomas

bridge east of Forld with good results. One hit in center of bridge kmocking

out half of structure and one rail, one hit on end neer abutment cutting tracks.
Two adircraft effected two cuts in rails morthwest of bridge. All returnsd sefe.
Some flak from target area and Siema.

Next mission take—off &t 17:00, formation led by It Hare, bombed a 100' railroal
bridge at 0-8552, results not observed due to dust. ALl Jombs in target area.
One cut on tracks west of bridge. Weather 9/10 from 4,000 to 6,000 '=heavy haze.
Light ack ack and heavy ack ack moderate-inaccurate around target, No M or ship-

ping.

1st show at 09:45-weether very bad, 8/10 £ om deck to 12,000 so bombed alterndte
target-highway bridge at (-1276, bombed with good results, two hits on west end

and one hit on east end, Bridge pelieved to be unserviceable.
opd mission off at 16:l5-game target. Railroad bridge at 1175821 but obteined

no hite, One cut on tracks southeagt of bridge. One possible hit on west appromh
weather very poor-l0/10 up to 15,0001, No flak or enemy aireraft.

Fained most of the day-weather Very bad, time to catch up on some sack time,

First show off at 09:55 led by It Lancaster, target was Fascist headguarters
at L-045170, ome set of bombs hit op tracks east of town, enother set 1it
west of town, all other bombs hit in town, all airoralt straffed meking 20
passes. No ack ack-no enemy aircraft,

Second show led by Lt Hare off at 15130, target was railroad bridge at L-7961
knocked down south span, cub tracks at south end, straffed 20 glus :nrs n‘ll';r‘gr

three fire and another one smoking, set station o
233&1?}»& moogrﬂ set one MI on fire south of « bo a.cg ‘59.
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DAY EVENTS
50, First show off at 09:00 led by Cept Hunziker, Target was highway bridge norbh

of La Spezia at P-820220, Seven aircraft bombed target-hits on mountain covering
road with dirt, Five aiberaft bombed bridge at P-5426 getting two direct hits
leaving holes in south Balf of bridge, ome hit on north approach, One aircraft
straffed a M near target demaging it, Light and heavy ack ack light intense
two miles south of target.

Next show off at 15:00 led by Lt Hare bombed highway bridge at P-620220, four
aircraft to bomb bridge at P-4224. Four aircraft bombed first target getting

one cut in road south of bridge, Eight aircraft bombed bridge at P-5824 getting
three hits on south end and approsch, one hit on north approach, Three aircraft
bombed railway bridge at P-4224 cutting two spurs of tracks, One aircraft
st@ffed in bomb run, Heavy eck ack light intensity from Ia Spez ia.

Third show off at 17:00 to bomb bridge at L-681509 getting two direct hits on
north end-definite cuts, Four hits on trecks at soutiwmest approach, three direct
hits on northeast approach, One aircraft starffed in bomb run, Light ack ack,
light intensity from Q-8077,

Heres looking forward to another good momth in July,

QUCHE )
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