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651-.}: Ftr 3qdn,
Outline History April 44

SIXTY-FIFTE FIGETER SQUADRON AA.F,
AP0, 650

15, Mey 1944

AG 314,7
SUBJECT: HMistorical Recerds,
TO ¢ Commanding General, XII Air Support Commend, A,P.0, 374,

1, Cutline History of the Sixty-Fifth Fighter Squadron for the peried 1l,April
1944 to 30 April 1944,
2, Present designations Sixty-Fifth Fighter Squadron, Fifty-S8eventh Pighter
Group, XII Air Support Command,

b, Changes in organizationi
ls lio change in desi gmation,
2s No transfer of umits.
™3, Commanding Officer, Lt.Colonel Gilbert O, Wymend Jr,.,0-431591,

4, Cheng es of Staff Officers:
1st Lt Edward J, Silks, 04348% is appointed Graves Reglstration
gervice Officer, additional du ty,.
18t Lt James W. Smith,0675878, is appointed assistant Operations
Officer,
lst Lt Stanley P. Lancaster, 0674000, is ajpointed Deputy Flight
Cermen der %a® Flizkht,
1st Lt Howard N, E ickok, 0726211, is appointed Flight Commauder
"% Flight,
let Lt Ivan I. Andrus, 0798143, is appeinted Deputy Flight Commander
"p¥ Flight.
lst Lt James A. Eaglen, 0675682, is appointed Flizht Commender "c®
Flight,
lst Lt Jaes C, Hare, 057927, is appeinted Deputy Flight Commarder
Ueh Flight,
lst Ltiglyll H. Duba, 0675681, is appeinted Flight Cowmauder *d" Flight
vice Qaptain chrenca F. Husgrave, 0776208, relieved,
1st Lt Stephen B, Secord, 06758@5 is eppointed Deputy Flight Gmmnfﬂer
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‘. Strength, commissioned and ernlisteds

Bla
ba
Ce

e

1, April 1944: Commissioned=4l Enlisted=220

Ne %+ Inoreases Qormissioned=? Enlisted=ll

liet Decresses Commissioned=6 Enlisted=2
%0, April 1944: Commissioned-30 Enlisted=231

de Stationss

B

e, Mo

Alto L.,G. Geréica, Date of errival-28, March 1944,

vementes liene,

£, Cempaignss Italy. Duration September 18, 1943, still in progress.

. Opsrationss

B
ba
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da

Cmpaign Italy.

Jature of Operationss Dive Bombing, Recce, Straffing, Anti-hipping,
Number of missionst44 Iumber of gortiess585

Results of most important missiens April 15, 1044, T,0.12115 T.D.1420,
Dive-bombed RR. tracks between Certalde and Castelfiorenti ne, resulting
in the Poldewing damaged and destroyed; 10 engines destroyed,l R,R. ammo
car destroyed, 1 R.,A. car loaded dest royed,45 R,R, cars heavily loaded
with NT were straffed resulting in many Pires,7 R.Re cars destroyed,

10 R.R, tan k cars destroyed,2 gelf propelled passenger cais demaged or
destroved and a large oil tank damaged o® destroy ed, 9ix cuts were mads
on teacks in target er ea,

h, Losees in actions lione,

i, Nlo awards or decorations made during menth of Apri 1, 1944,

2, Inclosed are War Di ary, Sixty-Fifth Fighter Squadron for the month of April 1044,
For the Commanding Officers

1 Incls WW /‘.’ﬂ W
War Diary VARVIN D, PARKHURST,

Captein, AA.Fay
gquadron Historical Officer,
-l
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Sheet Noe =l= War Diary 65th Fighter Sge, 57th Fir Gpe
Prepared Uy Marvin De Parkhurst, Capte, Asle Fe

Month ef April 1944

ZAT EVENTS =

1, Getting in full swing to eperate on German commmication lines in Itely just east
of our Gorsica landing ground, Our first miss ion led by our CO Major Wymond w ith
16 esger Fighting Cocks w ent for a bridge at Fog gibonsi, On observation bridge had
been previcusly destroyed so our formation went for R.Re line and irain north of town,
Results fair with one hit on tracks, Some straffed train with no visible resulis.

2mle Cne show a day which led to the seme type of missions. Divewbombing commminlcation
lines in Italy to give Jerry & headache on supplying the troops opposing the Rome
beach=heade

5. No flying, weather wes & welcome-day off as the men nseded time to get the tents
iivegble since the recent move,

6=7. One show each day with good results on railroad lines,

8«9, Wea ther held our a/c en the ground, crews spent the time doing bits of odds
and ends on their a ircraft.

#0-15, Thres shows a day w ith the exception of April 13th=who wants to fly on the 13th.
If this keeps up every pilot will have 100 missions or more and be on their way homes
These kind of operations sure keep the crews g oing and they sure are doing a good jeb
of it with plenty of spirit. Doing plenty of damage to rei¥road lines and rolling stoack.

B6-17, Weather=Rain grounding a ircrafteGood thing this weather keeps us on the ground
every so often-Gives us a cha nce of catching up on sack time or getting the "Planes"
in s hapee It happened, Captain Hadnot,Musgrave Sherbondy,lundquist and Iieutenants
Silva , Miholich,are on their waf to the good TeSehe Good luck boys and were atill
wondering what the poor people are doing in the states.

18-%04 On the 18th "The Fighting Cocks" issued us a new type ef Dive-Bombing called
Low Level Bombing. Bombs have 811 second fuzes and each aircraft mekes individual
guns on the targete This type of bombing is best suited for railroad lines, bridges
god tunnels of which most of our targets consist, Our percentage of hits jumped nearly
50%, Captein Ma nda and Hickok,lieutenant Smith started home on a thirty day leave.
Something new tha t looks like = good deal for those that want ite Technicsl Sergeant
Harter also went home on the rotation list, By the end of the month mail started
coming throug h good and Bave started getting fresh meat and real oreamery butter.
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ol . 'CONFIDENTIAL
(SECHET)

Sheet Nos =2~ Wa r Diary,

1&30 m‘t'd. A B oo B 2 B N

This month was the biggest month for the "Fighting Cocks" since its two years
of overseas service, We rolled up a total of 585 sorties amd 976 operational hours,
leading pilot was Lieutenant Herrenmbruck w ith 25 sorties and 46 hours and 40
mimites. From all these sorties we have ZERC percent casualties in flying persomnel.
No aircraft was encountered in the entire month, Heres locking forward to a better
month in May. The crap ga me has just sbarted=until next month,
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