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2« Inclosed are War Diary, Sixty<Fifth Fighter Squadron for the month of Marchlod4d,
For the Commending Officer;

1 Inc 1;
War Diary

/4

ensmes CONFIDENFHE

Campaigns:
(1) Italy
Efi) Duration: September 18, 1943, gtill in progress.

Operations;
(1) Campaign--Ttaly,
(2) Netwre of operatioms—Dive-Bombing,Delousing, Fscort, Weather Recce.
(3) Wumber of missions—-12. Fumber of sortles—14€,
(4) Regults of most important misgions;
(2) Routine missions flown during month of Herch, nothing of significenee.

Ilogses in action: Nome during month of Merch,

No swerds or decorations made during month of March,

77[.1,14«;4, A’p'\/\;’) W '

MARVIN D, PARKHURST,
Captain, A.A.F.,
Squadron Historical Officer,
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65th Fighter Spuadron,, 57th Fir fp.
Sheet No. -1~ War Diary Prepared by Mervin D, Parkburst, Capt AllA.

Month of March 1844

DAY EVENTS

1+7 JVoved f om Amendola L.3, Thaly to Cercola L,G, Italy plus bad weather kept the
aeroplanes off operations,

8- 12 ships flew a delousing mission for 48 B25Ss, Hits were observed on E.RE,
gta tion & nd tracks by the B25s, Smell arms fire was encountered while patrollingt he
& Trea .

9~ 11 of our ships escorted 24 B25s to Porto S, Stefamo, The bombers split up ov er
the target area so wec escorted the last group of twelve, 810 boggles were reported
over the mouth of the Pome river. Ren into some heavy ack ack light inmtensity.

10- 12 ships with long range belly tanks escorted 24 B25s to R,R, yards a2t Rome,
Fneountered hesvy ack ack intense and acourste over target area, Unable to observe
regults of bombing.

11- 11 ships escorted 48 B25s over Orvieto. Obseeved second group of bombers hit
buildings by R.R., tracks resulting in a column of smoke shooting upwards to 10,000%

12~ Bad weather-off opps.

13- 12 of our ships escorted 24 B25s to Perugia mershalling yards. Bombers hit
ta rget with good redulis.

14~ 12 ships with 24-5001b bombs took off on & recce and dive-bombing mission to
Farra Sabina, One flight of four dropped bombs on R.B, bridge with no results. Second
group of 8 bombed marshalling yards at Nemtelto, good hits on target. Deloused area
a ter bombing for AS6s,

15-18-Crounded due to bad weather.

19- 12 ships, 8 carrying 16x500lb bombs and 4 as cover %o bomb MT on road north of
Rome. Alternate target being & R.F, bridge. Due to bad weather pilots bombed bridge
Sa w 4-500s on sowth approach of bridge, 2 bombs on road south of bridge, other bombs
were near misses. Encountored heavy ack ack light intensity over Attona,

20— 12 ships ordered to dive bomb ammo dump at Fontana Iire, carried 16-5001b borbs.
No direct hits although hits were close,

21-235-Crounded by bad weather,

SECRET
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{ Sheet No., -2- War Diary SoiBNR-T

24. 12 ghips cerried 24-500.1b bombs, 4 ships bombed R,R. bridge at ES025, Second
section of eight bombed R,R, mershelling yards st lontaldo with 7 direct hits on
tracks,

25- Bad weather no flying.

26~ 15 ships, 11 with bombs were ordered ioc bomb & three span bridge south of Ta~
quinia, Cot 2 close hits on north end of R.R, approach to bridge.

27- 13 ships, 11 with bombs hit R,R. bridge with four direct hits destroying the
bridge, Also bombed 15 plus R,R, cars with one direet hit and 1 near miss, considered
8 very good show.

28-29~ Nothing doing,

50~ B ships carried 16-5001b bombe, 4 ghips acted as top cover, Target was R.H.
junction end marshalling yards at Obbetello. Bombing was fair with two direct hitsm
junction and the rest were near misses,

51— Nothing doing.

CONEIDENTHAL
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