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1st It. Lewrence Ae Bubtacatoli, 01287660, is appointed
Squadron pdjutent, vice Captain Robert (s Berming, 0434447,
ollective § pebruary, 1944. :
lat Lte. Edward Je 3ilka, 0234839, is appointed pgeistant §-2
Officere (pdditional puty)
1st Ite Edward Je Silks, 0434839, is sppointed Perscnal
Bquipment Officer, vice Captain Frencis S« Manda, 0664212,
efPective 3 Pebruery, 1944, (Additiomel puty)
1st Lite Donald Fe Smith, 0901040, is appointed Transportation
Officer, vice lat Ites Bdwerd Je 3ilks, 0434839, sffective
3 pebruary, 1944, (pdditional puty)
2nd Lte James Ae Baglem, 0675682, is appointed gthletic and
Special Service Officer, vice lst Lte Francis Se Manda, 0es4zl2,
affective 3 Fobruary, 1944. ‘
Major James (XMI) Boyhan, 01703789, is relieved from dutles ef
ssigteant Engincering Officer effective 3 February, l944e

(6) 1/0 1 = 27, dated 22 December 1943, efloctive 19 Pebruary, 1944

cs Strength, oommissioned snd enlisteds

(a) 1 Februsry; Commissicued 41, Bulisted 2174

(b) wet increases Commissioned O, Enlisted 4

(e) et Decresse; (ommissioned 3, Enlisted Oe

(d) 29 pebruary 1944, comnissioned 38, isted 221
de Stsbions i

(1) _%na;ﬁal;. Teay Ibalye

8) Dats of errivel 28 Ootcher 1943.

(e) jMovements

(1) Nons
(£) Cempaigns

(1) Italy

(2) Durations September 18, 1943+ 5till in progress.
(g) ooeretions
ilg Campalzn Ttalys : ¥
2) Nature of Operationmss: pive jZombing, Escorty Weether Recce.

(3) Nurber of missions;18 Humber of scrties 10Qs

(4) Results of most impobtant missions.

(a) Routine missions flowa during momti of Pebruary, nothing
of significances.

(k) 108ses in actions Nome during month of Februarys
(i) Wo awards or decorations made duripg monmth of February.

Inelosed are Wer Diary, Sixty=-Fifth Fighter 3quelron for the month of

Pebruary 1944

For the Commanding Offlcers Wawor N [ Rutihor”
MARVIN D. PARKHURST,

1 facl: o T . Captaln, 4,A.Fes
Wer Diary Sl e | Zquadron Fistorieal Officer.
#-
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4EEoRETY

Sheet No. %1~ Wa r Diary 65th Fighter Sq.,57th Fir. Gpe
i ‘ Prepared by Marvin D, Parkhurst,Capt,AC

Month of February 1944

DAY EVENTS
1. Twelve ships teok off to bomb a round house at San Valentino. Eight aeroplanes
earried 16=~1000 pound bombs and the other four planes scted as covers
Bombing was very geod, all but one bomb hit the target. A black of

smoke was @sen rising as the planes left the targe t. Some of the plames slse
gtraffed the target on their way down.

2e Weather was guite bad, no flying done,

3 A twelve ship mission in the morming, six aeroplanes Carrying 12--1000 pound
bowbs gnd the remsining s ix a8 top covers The target was a station house
and reilrosd yards st Sulmona, The hits were excellent w ith resulting fires.
Col. Enight congratulated us on the good show, Had & similar show in the
afternoon, six ships: w ith bombs and the other six as top coverw the target
being a Railway station and yards at lionopello. The Bombing wasn't as accurate
a8 in the moeminge Six bombs hit the yards and the others misseds Encountered
heavy a ck ack on this particular mission that was quite accurate.

Le Morning mission of twelve s hips, four ships carryling 8-1000 pound bombse
other planes as top cover, 4 oeliuloisa factory near Chieti was the target,
Bombing was goode six bombs directly on the target and the other two were
near miss es. Again heavy ack ack was encountered.

5
6o NOTHING DOING.
Te

Be Morning mission of twelve ships, eight of them carried 16~1000 pound bombs and
the other four acted as top covers Town of Atina was the target. All bombs hit
in the southern part of town and bombing in general was goods Encountered
intense and accurate heavy ack acke Had the same target in the aftermoon
with four s hips carrying 8-1000 pound bombse Observed direct hits on road
leading into town, The weather was very bad with snow storms over mountainse
Light and heavy ack ack over the target areas

e NOTHING DOINGe

10, Twelve ship show, seven carrying 14~500 pound bombs, We had experienceda little
difficulty in releasing the 1000 pound bombs, wecstarted carrying 500 pounders
till a different releasse mechanism could be installed in the aeroplanes. The
particular target was Palestirina., On the way to the target the weather closed
#n so that we had to drop the bombs on the nex t best target which was Sora.
Again heavy ack ack accurate was encountered with the result that planes #6

and #56 returned with holes in them, '

s CONFIDENTIAL
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Sheet Hos~2= Wa r Diary (SBoRETY

1.
12 ymmwHAD WEATHERS
s

1., Eight ship show, all carrying 500 pound bombs, Hit the R.R. yards at Calleferro
with direct hits, a good show. Encountered heavy ack ack bub not accurate.
A similar show later in the morhing w ith eight ships carrying 500 pound bombs,
game target at Calleferro w ith direct hits on the viaduet on the west end of
R.R. yardse Tw elve ships later took off, eight carrying 16=1000 pound bembs
and other fpur as top cover, An ammnition dump north of Velmontone was the target,
Although the hits were direct no explosions w ere observed, Ran into heavy ack ack
over Alvito on way backs

15. BAD WEATHERe

16, Received orders to bomb an MT dump near Lake Albnoe Twelve ships took off, eight
carrying 16=1000 pound bombs, the other four acted as top cover, Dus to bad
w eather it was impossible to locate the target and the bombs were dropped on
the town of Ferentino, Up to now no ememy aircraft have been obserwed,

18,

19, Gapt Hunziker while on a rTecce mission for weather spoyted a JU 88 in a cloud
pocket, He attempted to close in but the JU 88 fired a few bursis and disappeared
into the clouds,

204 .
21.-—-—3@ WEATHER

2 A twelve ship formation, eight with 161000 pound bombs bombed a road junction
near Roccasecca, Four bomb hits were close to réad whereas the others were scati~
ered between the road and graveyard north of town, Due to clouds over target it
was difficult to hit it accurately.

23 Weather closed in,

2Le The target was aroad junction at Apce, twelve aeroplanes, seven with 14=1000
pounders and the rest as top cover, Bombing was very good- direct hits on road
junction and also started fires just north of junction.

25 BAD WEATHER.

264 Twelve ship show, eight with 16-1000 pound bombs and four as cover, The target
was 40 plus landing barges in Nelaluka, Korkuls Island. The leader dropped six
bombs on barges, two on buildings. Encountered light macjine-gun fire from
target area. Two of our ships returned early due to engine trouble.

g 27 BAD VEATHER.
28, Target R.R. station at Chieti, twelve ships, six with 12-500 pounders, Bombing

was very good with direct hits on R.R. tracks and station house. Encountered
heavy accurate ack ack from targel area,====--
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An afternoon show of twelve ships with belly tanks dive bombing and straffing
a ship and trains in Yugoslaviae 66th carried bombs and our squadron acted as

top cover, Results of bombing ahd straffing were unobserved dug to a low cloud
layer over target.

Twelve ships took off with seven carrying 14=~500 pound bombs to bomb R.R. statlon
and yards at Guittanoua. Four of the bombs hib the target area and the rest hit
the town itself. Encountered light ack ack that was moderate and inaccurate.
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