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e 65th Fr Sqdn,
‘ gutline History november 1944
.
By Auth GU
DECLASSIFIED 65th Fir Sqdne
pob DIR 5200.9 "Mw 191"‘.
SIXTY~FIFTH FIGHTER SQUADHON AeheFe
AeP.0. 650

7 ;December 194l -
AG 5lhkeT

SUBJECT : Historical Datas
T0 s+ Commanding General,XIi Air Support Command,A.P.0. 3The

1o Qutline istory of the Sixty-Fifth Fighter Squadron for the period
1leNovember 1944 to 30,November 194ke
ar ae Prezemt doaigna.tiont sixty-Fifth Fighter Squadron, Fifty-Seventh
Fighter Group, XIi air Support Commands

be Changes in organization:
le NO change in designation.
2+ no change in assignments
3, nO cange in attachmente

Subordinate unitss nONE

officer: pbeColonel Gilbert U Wymond Jrey O=i31591e
¢hanges iff staff officers:NOmis

¢s Strength, commiseicned and enlisted:
1, lpovember 194 sCommi 3gionede=56 mlieted-?hs
22, wet increase ¢ Commi.gsiomed=-2 gnlisted=—-U
3» net decrease sCommissioned==y m].i.at.ed—-f. ;
Le 30 povember 19k :Commiissioned=5y gnlisted-—=2LT

i ih;:::::tto LoGey italy, Date of arrival=11,September 19kke

ey movements: nOwe

r:
;ampaigns s It duration September 18,1943, still in progresse .
E4T sso:ltz:m Prance gugust 15,194L,finisheds ::.;
0
ge Uperations: w
Lle Cam 1talye :
2¢ natm’ operations: Diva-t;;:zing, bomber escort, rocket ﬁrih@,
straf .
3, Number of missions—5T wumber of sobtied=—=L56e
Conil Ma DECLASSIFIED
8 DOD DIk 52009
Dres
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Bs 4o Most important missions Fourth mission of the day on the 29th of movember

was the best show of the monthe Led by Captain Smith the flight bombed a
locomotive with 20 cars loaded with half=tracks and others with lumber,
Flight cut tracks in two places by bombing, By rockets and straffing one
car was set on fire and exploded, four others were left on fire and the
loco was severely damagede Two carts besing pulled by six mules each were
straffed and destroyed, Six wT with two trailers were straffed and left
burning. One trailer exploded, nalf tracks on cars were dumageds Flak was
encountered from target area,

D, 108868 in action: lst pieut Ralph Be Bradshaw, lst Lieut orvie nicholson,
i, awards and decorations:

The following named pilots have been awarded the air/medal: Lts,kvans,Fiedler,
?.lp'k‘ ,H“itt ’HOM 'm..

The following nmmed pilots have been awarded QiC to air/medal:; Lbs,atwood-1%2
wallin=2g 3, Ward=2%3 ,Helbes=2 Wilsonm2, 3%k Ml tchell=3, Burgess=ii,Gustalson=i,
Grant=546 1 errenbruck=56,Coleman-1, purgess=23, Gustafson=-2¢3 Mitchell-2,
ponshue~5 , gabanks=5, elbes=L ,iiri gt=2k3,Richardson-546, Capts Smith(we=iOLC,
jcGilvary=3,nickok={,

yhe following named pilots have been awarded the Distinguished Flying Crosss
Lieut meyd and Lieut Richardson, CapteGranty Capt Spiers and mcGilvarys

The following named offiger received the Bronze Star: Capt nanning.

For the Gommanding Officer:
M&‘-‘V\&v‘: ﬁ—/ : #‘""“'""““ “f
1 I1nCL: War Diary MARVAIN U. PARKHURST,

taptain AcAefes
Sguadron Historical Ufficere

Seyus
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gheet No,1-war Diary gth Ftr 2;, 5Tth Ftr Gpe
Yonth of November 19k, . Jervin D, rarkhurst, CaptsAAFe
DAY EVENTS

1. This is the month for elewtions and Thanksgiving. Hope our month is as
a will be back

busy 88 the people be hime,

one mission to open the month with L Atwood leading an eight show
onardl]inetrwﬂnﬁ‘mmth.ﬁract of bombing was five irect
hitsuxlnnama'miss.mwmughtﬂlkwhiﬂholadone -

2-lis Ttely was off 4he beam S0 W nad time-off to discuss politics and
for three days.Some of the gang turned in some good non-operational

Sunxy

women

night gorties-water was pretty bigh in placee also causing damege to Grosseto
roads

5,  First mission led by Lt Spiers with e 1t adreraft, yeathar kept thea frgm
pain target so bombed 20 rail cars of Modena destroying six cams, Scant
:Lightmkntmget.
swmdnaamlveshipahulodby tsnithto:mgomﬂhrmgobo-

mrmhmﬂm’wﬂthgoodre tEe mairacthitsonmw sec-

6e ﬁﬁoﬂawaﬁmmmuimtodﬂ. Our ﬁrﬁlﬁahipshwmlmnetim
by Mejor lMenda. Weré ordered to destroy transformer station at F=670903.
rarget had previously been hit by bombers leaving it cmqalm demolisheds
our foymation 12x500 in sems plus 57 rockets, No t8 were ob—
served, No Thats all for .

7.  welve aircralt were ordered to atteck bridge ab 1-5569 which is just north
of ¥odena, Bombs were in target area but emoke ,dust and detris prevented
cbservation of damagee 22 rockelbs were fired in bomb TUDe Some Jight WKE

flak was encountered in run on target.

is four kilos west of Castel S, PietTo. Weather 10 from to et
but clear at pinpointe AJJ.bcmf:a us ten rockets in ares orgmsbutresﬂu
not obs Heavy and intense made reccying e ship

miﬂandhstmm!wmmldwmﬂlﬂnﬂthe aireraflt
jarded at Flarence after © mmmmmm.amduma. They
attacked rail line from p=002k to F=9617 effecting three cute in tracks,
peason for landing at Flm'eﬁ; ‘:‘ﬁdm to weather. eavy flak was enco

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EOQ12958

10

12,

First mission of oigtsx:m 1t Burgess out on armed recce in Werona~Vicenzd
areas Bombed WY at ac

bombs on werchouses, Definite results not observeds Rockets and
fo1lowed bombrun with hits being scored on wagons in M/ys, Heavy flak was
encountersd with one ship holed,

cecond mission of six aircraft on RR line at F-1350 to P-L630, Three aircraft
beceme seperated from leadee in weather over mountains and bombed higlwey
bridge st W-8557-no hits, Lt Atwood with the other two aircraft proceeded to
terget getting two direct hits cubt tracke and rockets hitting tracks
causing damage. On retwrn gtraffed destroyed six MT, Lt Atwood was hit by
mmmmmmitmkwrmm,mﬁut#z.

Third mission lunch howr with plemty of meat, 1t MeGilvary led eight ships

on highwsy bridge near Filizzana, Both approached cut by direct hits, O
return owr aircraft rocketed and gtraffed with foll results-two steam
qjmadub:‘oyodaadonedmgd, gix cars destr us many demaged, Heavy
flak was encountered with one atrcraflt holed cat

Election day for four shows, 1t gustafson led an eight s armed recce to
B'nch-wmna;n Pombed /Y at Lonata getting four direct hits in yards,

SwondlhuhdbthmﬂmmhmﬂthmcntBintﬂahbrm.

No rockets or straffing, one aircraft hit by flak,

Third mission led by Lt Burgess on 3-88me gun positions at %-024395 close

to bomb-line, Fowr near misses on positions, Believed pits empty, Six
rockets fired in bomb-run-nc results,

Fourth show led by Grant with aircraft bombed rail-line at P=3222,
results were 24 cuts t:ackai o re straffed fouwr ¥T-all flamers with

smoke rising to 2,000', Looks another Frankliaslide in the electicms.
Well T havea new CO for amother four years,FDR done it again.
mwelve aircraft on first mission today. ordered to attack at Romane,

Bombe knocked down west span of bridge rende 1t wmserviceable, mghraL
bridge rurning alongside was also destroyed by t hite, One aircraft had
trouble, bellied in on friendly territory=cat#3. Lt Braishaw is OK and

engine

back at the squadrom.

1t gustafson with four aireraft bombed TMEEX buildings from which ack ack was
firing deB‘h‘arlng buildings., One aircraft cat #1 from flake

mwelve aircraft led by It MeGilvary wee ordered to attack tridge at E-5700 west

of Bergano, Weather farced them to bordb 8t I~5667 morth of Modeba. 20x500 1lbs
bombe in M/Y which destroyed st least three cars with damage to others.

=l

R$/5 7
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Sheet wos 3 Wyr Diafy conmtrd, (SECRET)
DAY EVENTS
13 First show led by it Atwood was ordered to atiack pipe-line transfer point at

15,
16.

17.

Ostiglia, Bombed in target area with two direct hits and white smoke
fire left birning, Two aft affed, One aircraft hit by flsk,

Second mission was area cover for medium bombers in area of Vicenza, ratrolled
area for 25 menutes-sew five groups of bombers but did not observe bombing,
A1 aircraft returned safe.

Itine airecraft ordersd to bomb iﬁmtranatepomtamlﬂo « Jue to
wt:a_zher all aircraft jett in Po Valley thru overcast returned
IBCe

Not ing much deing today, a day of rest,

Fow aircraft plus photo recce ordered to attack abes 1~566213 but due to 10/1D
overcast in that section bombed e at ¥-3753-got one near miss on bridge
and shot six rockete in town. A1l a/C returned to base.

Second mission was &rea cover for bombers in Bassano areg, Patrolled area for
30 minutes with no bombers cbserved, Returned to base,

Third mission on POL dung“::tl Caselmaggiore led by It MeGilvary, 1ix500# bombs
in target area with one ding completely destroyed, Rockets were also fired
into area, No fires from target, all down safe,

t aircraft were orde red to cub rail lime in area of Reggia, Bombing
TIGIItiG In SuIther DU, T O § Histreyed A TeEaly oars umgit
re her ex & an cars .
Heavy and light flak holed three aircraft,
Second mission of eight aircraft on ammo dump nearaoh% 12 bombs and L0
ro:kﬁtlint}zgettgu. Results not observed due to intense flak, (me a/c
cat#fl, one a/c cat#2,
Four aircraf t on next mission bombed occupied towm at 1-~952368, A11 bombs
landed in target area and rockets hitting dings, One a/c straffed tom,
all aireraft reburned safe,
Four aircfaft on Nebel Vorters at M-001378 led b{ictpt Smith, f1ight bombed
mortar positions but did not cbserve anmy direct hits, one fire was left
burning in area, Flak holed cne ship, ecatif2, thatis all for teday,

18, Dawn petrol with nine aircraft led by Lt Meyd on 2 pontoon bridge over the po

ver at S.Benedello PO, On reaching target found pontoon sections lined
on share, Got two direct hits on these plus near misses, Rocketed and ‘ed
light flak positions and pontoon sections, Town of Gargo was also straffed,
meadrmfgwaahitby uﬂ.l.tm.cholsmmmmtonhlﬁonhismi“
at 1~-2328, His chitte was seen to open and he landed safe but in enery terri *
It MeGilvary with eight aircraft was ordered up on a patrol over Tillafranca
IG prict to etteck by bombers. Observed no activity of any sort but recelved
£3ak fran four gun positions, Rocketed these and silenced them. Wothing mere
to repart,

3
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sheet Yo, L Wer Diary cont'ds (SECRET)

DAY

18 cont'd,

19,

20,

224

was four aircraft on area pear fronb line &t 1~9539, Lt Burgess
%mhw hits in area with rogkets fired in bdmb rum, Gun pits observed
to be . One bomb cratered road, some flak was encountered,
Fourth s led by 1t Custafson bombed fuel storage tanks at Bergamo, Scored
two direct hits and 14 nex misses, Results unobsarved because dust and emoke
obscured target area, Heavy and lizht flak intense from taget area,

t Smith with aireraft was ordered to bomb rail line in central Po but
ggtomthere not reach target so bombed WM
direct hites knocked out one and another span was with 2/3

of road bed gons, (me direct t onsouth approach cratering road, One MT
destr that was crossing bridge. No rockets fired,

it could not reach pr tar got so bombed rail-line mreao!mlngna.
tne cut in rail line and higlway cratered in three places,]0 NT straffed,

or Hunziker, Grot erations officer owr first show today on a sjores
P?‘bmmpigégd .ﬁ %ngﬁthﬂwegit’mma g T “sc ed
(o]
gﬁ%mﬂe& Flak was ountmdintar&otnu,s]ldmsafe.

1t Atwood led eight aircraft on occupied building west of Castel S, Pietro,
X1 bombs plus i3 Tockets in target area.Straffing passes made with mo visible
results, No flak was encountered.

Second mission bombed rail line mear Porto Magziore, Ome cut was effewted

and one bamb made half cut, 8 cars were damaged by bomb hit, 25 rockets and
star ffing damaged 6 cars, Some flak was encountered,

1t Spiers led third mission on rail line north of lantova, Effected four cuts
in tracks with three near misses, 6 rockets fired in bomb run, Heavy and
light flak holed two aircbaft, All ret urned safe,

Major Manda led show on petrol dmﬁe:ear Alessandria, Two large oaions

of short duration from bombs with vy brown smoke from st bombs

in area, Onme aircraft straffed and eaused large explosion, Stm ffed locomotive
and two cars at Vaghera, Joco exploded, two cars destroyed. Two other locos
G}ghted ?ﬁt after bombing could not locate them. Flak was encountered, one

a/c cat #l.

Mission No 2 led by Tt McGilvary with four a/c on gun positions north of Modena,
Bombed buildings in area, One demolished and others damaged, All houses fired
in ta get area from bombing and straffing, Wo glak encountered.

Capt Smith of third mission bombed rail line from Suzzara to Paggio Rusco, 3
direct hits cut tracks and 1 eut on rail, Lt Bradshaw in L6 went too low in
bomb run, his ship was hit by bamb blast after getting a direct hit on line,
Part of left wing blown off causing him to tumble and hit the deck, Fe was last
seen burning on ground when owr a/c left target area=nissing in action.

1t Atwood on lth show for the day on rail line Bargamo-Brescia. Got 4 direct hits
Rail cars allalong track, destroyed tem by bombing and one locomotive destroyed
by straffing ih same area. 'matsmrorioda;y.

~bi-
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Sheet NoS Wer Diary cont'd, (SECRET)
DAY EVENTS
23, Two aircraft on weather mecce, Got to Florshce area where clowds wers 500'
to 16000t 10/10, Returned to base, all flying cancelled for the day,
2k, weather, all aireraft grounded,
25, Other squadrons off on missions but weather bad., All missions cancelled,

26

27«
28,

2%

30,

Dawn mission with It Atwood leading 9 aircraft on Bremner Pass,Weather bad B
8o bombed rail line in Verona area, Three direct hits on tracks cutting

same and one crater in road running paralell, 9 rockets were fired in bombrm
Bremmer pass again with clouds still obscuring target. Lt Gustafson led hid
formation on line north of Vicenza, Got two direct hits cutting tracks,

Fired rockets in bomb rim but dmi: not observed, One a/c catil-flak,

Tast show for day was armed recce Po Valley., Could not get to Po om
account of bad weather and was forced out to sea where they jettisomed

bombs and returned to base,

No operations due to weather,

Brenner pass again and this time It MoGilvary reached the southern mouth
bombing rail 1ine with fouwr direwt hits cutting trecks, Fired 27 rockets in
small tom, no results observed, flak wes encountered.
Second show got a little farther into Pass to effect two cuts in rail line,
Rockets were fired in bomb run with no resylts, One unidentified a/e
ted below owr formation, No contact made, flak was encountered,

show an armed recce over Po Valley, No bombs, one MT destroyed by

straffing and two damaged,6 rockets fired om MT, no results. Flak heavy & 1t

A dawn mission on the Bremmer pass was successful with two cute in tracks
near Ravereto., 6 rockets in houses in area, Two MT destroyed by stra ffing.
Brenne rass again on second show but weather had closed in so bombed
with no results, A11 down safe,

Third show was again on Brenner Pass, Bombed engine and twelve cars-des-
troyed engine five cars, plus four cute on tracks, Rocketed and straffed
five more ca 5 damaging same, one terrific explosion resulting from straffing,
A11 dowm safe,
Fourth show was armed recce in area south of lake Garda led by Capi Smithe

bombed & locomotive with 20 cars loaded with half-tracks and others with

1 . No hits on train but two cuts on rail line, By rockets and straffing
one car loded,ro\n-sebonnremﬂloconmelydmgod.hocwﬁth
six mules 6 MT with two trailers straffed MEE and left bwrning,.

one trailer exploded, Half tracks on ca s were damaged, Flak was emncounterad
but all retwrned safe from the best show of the month,

It Meyd ordered on rail line from Milan to Piacenza, Effected three cuts in

tracks and left one fire bwrning, Before bambrun saw engine with steam wp
pulling 30 cars, After bouh prepared to attack train but it hai disa-
ppear owr aircraft straffed cars destroying two and damaging six, One
pilot observed engine in shed and rocketed and straffed with no visible

results, A1l down safe.
-5
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Sheet No 6 War Diary cont'd, (SECRET)

DAX

30 contid,

Second mission led by Capt Smith on armed recce to Alessandria = Brescia areas
300 plus rail ca:;:h werein bed with 12:600 bmnb:rin cars, De:ﬁ'ayggaaﬁ;st
ers 5 was s r
'gg%:gl o}m and molcefi‘.'m gnmogctory. Aﬁf m aﬁn safe,
Third show was an armed recce led by Lt Ward, Got three cuts by bombing and
one house destroyed, Fired rockets into 200 plus cars in M/Ys, Cars destroyed
and damaged, Flak was encountered, all safe,
Fourth apd last show foe moenth was led by Major Hunziker, an armed recce to
area south of Iake Garda, Dive-bombed camouflaged buildimgs r ed to be MT
park, Tree direct hits destroyed fowr buildings and damaged another, 1l rail cars

same ed~one destr one cut in ks, Factory heavily
e N g R B 4

SECRET
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