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m CONFIDENTIAL

Sheet No., - 1 = War Diary 6Lth Fighter Squadron, 57th Group
Month of April 194k Prepared by EARL D. IOVICK, Capt., A.C.
Day : EVENTS

1. This Squadronts first operational take off from this field was today. It was a
- dive bombing mission to dive bomb the railroad bridges near Arezzo, Italys, Good

results were obtained by bombing and two railway trains were strafed with good
results, Lt Brown when strafing ran through a large tree which severely damaged
his plane but he was sble to fly it back and land successfully at this field,
Lt's M.D, Holmes and G. A, Blddnick left the Squadron tbday to return to the
United States, Both pilots have been flying with the Squadron since May of 1943
when we were stationed in Tunisia,

2, There were two missions for the Squadron today both of them being directed
against rail lines in central Italy, The bombing on both missions was success-
ful for the targets attacked were well hit. Mail arrived in the Squadron. The
rear echelon left Cercola, L.G. and boarded "H.M.S." Thruster, an ICT, bound
Corsica.

3, There was only one mission today a dive bombing attack against a railway bridge
in the Siena area, the bridge was demolished. There was an oprn air movie in

the evening,

L. A soft ball league has been crganized among the Squadrons and Group Headquarters,
Flans for a tournament are being made, and playing will begin soon.

5. The major part of the Squadron had not been paid the Iirst of the month because
they were on the move. Pay day for them was today, There was an open air
movie at Group Headguarters in the evening.

6. Today was very significant as fef as operations are concerned, On a dive bomb-
ing mission in the early afternoon a high way bridge was knocked out and in the
late afternoon a four plane recce intercepted a flight of eleven Italian torpedo
bomber plames, and succeeded in destroying six of them. The only damage suffered
by any of our planes were a few holes which Lt. Neveti's plane received, he was
uninjured and the plane is very easily repaired. The rear echelon arrived from
Cercola L.G. The LCT they had been aboard docked at Ajaccie the 5th April and
the party proceeded here by motor convoy,

7. The Squadron suffered a fatality today, The planes were coming in from a mission

when a hung up bomb from one of the planes dropped on the runway and exploded,
killing S/Sgt. Howard Weinsteck near our operations tent.

8, The weather today was poor permitting oniy one four piane wission, vn a weather
recce flight. The weather was found to be bad over Italy as well so there were
no further operations,

9, There was a Softball game in the evening and that was followed by a movie,
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Sheet No. - 2 - War Dizry 64th Fighter Squadron, 57th Grouwp
Month of April 194k = Prepared by EARL D. IOVICK, Capt.,A.C,
Day EVENTS

10, There were two missions today which were directed against railway targets in cemtral
Italy. Results of both of them were good, the the tracks were cut both times,

11, Today there were three missions directed against railway targets in central Itdly
All three of these were succesasful for the tracks were cut on all three missions.
There was another open air movie in the emening,

12. One very successful mission this morning, On a dive bombing mission the tracks
were cut by bombing, and by strafing three railway engines were destroyed, twenty
five railway wagons were damaged, and an electricity generating plant was severely
damaged. In the afternoon a three span railway bridge was attacked and two spams
were completely knocked outs A small amount of mail came in, the first in some
time, so it was most appreciated,

13. The weather was bad today, the only operations being cne four plane weather reece
mission,

14, On a dive bombing mission in the morming the railroad near Arezzo was successfully
bombed, After bombing the planes engaged a formation of thirty=two plus enemy
fighters near lake Bolsena, Captain P. L. Carll succeeded in destroying two
Me 109t's, Captain McCarthy, who received notice of his prometion from lst Lt.
today destroyed ancther Me 109 and it. Neese probably destroyed a F.W. 190. I1t,
NoHe Gunderson is missing in action from the missions

15. A large amount of mail arrived today, which was most apprediated by all, There
were two dive bombing missions against railways in Central Italy today, both of
which were successful., In the evening the 64th F. Sq. officers softball team
plaged the 65th officers with 64th winning,

16, Again the weather was too poor to permit any coperations., In the evening a band
composed of members of the 340th A.A+ played a concert for the Squadron in the
Officers Club, Mail came in again today, to the safisfaction of all,

17. Foor weather todgy did not permit ang operations for the Squadrona

18, Weather permitted operations today and two dive bombing missions were ordered off

against the railroads near Poggibonsi., Both were successful, In the evening the
817th Engineer band played for members of the Squadron and were very much enjoyed,

After the band's appearance, there was a movie,
CONFIDENTIAL
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Sheet No, - 3 - War Diary 64th Fighter Squadron, 57th Group
Month of ﬁ:‘(ma Prepsred by EARL D. LOVICK, Cgpte AaCe
Day EVENTS

195 Orders came through promoting 1st Lt. dJ.D, Moore, "D flight leader to Captain,
There were two missions today against rail targets in Central Italy, The rafl
lines wame_lises were cut in two different places, five trucks were destroyed
and thirty rail road wagons were damaged by strafing, and en ammnition dump
was strafed with good results,

20, This was a sad day for the Squadron, two pilots being lost, one of them the
Squadron Commander, Major Arthar E, Exon, On a strafing mission in the morning
Captain Franklin, who was on D,S, with the Squadron from a P-47 Group in England,
was strafing a truck when his belly tank exploded and his plane was seen to hit
the ground, In the afternoon Major Exon was leading a dive bembing mission against
the ammunition dump which was strafed yesterday, and after bombing, Major Exon
went down to strafe the ammmition piles, one of which exploded and caught his
plane, He howsver was seen to bale out and hit the ground safely. Captain Iouis
Frank III assumed command of the Sqiadrom, In the evening there was a movie, in
the open air theatre,

2l., The weather was bad today so no missions were possible, Four new pilote arrived
in the Syuadron, Ten enlisted men and two officers went on leave to Capri rest
camp, In the evening Captain George Street the Army Laison Officer from Group
Headquarters came over and gave a talk to the officers and enlisted men on the
current war situation in this theatre,

22, There were three missions today, tme directed against shipping targets on the
Western coast of Italy., There wag 8156 two other missions that were directed
against rail targets in Central Italy. There was a movie in the evening,

23+ There were two migsions today against rail communications, Both were successful
in cutting the raiway. Six new pilote arrived in the Squadron, Mail arrived today.

2hs Today was a happy day for two members of the Squadron, T/Sgt. William J. Knupp,and
Cpls Oren L. Carneal left for the United States on the rotation program, Although
they said they were sorry to leave the Squadron and the men they had been with so
long they were naturally glad to be reurning home,

25, The 6755th Ordnance Company has been dissolved and the persomnel of it have been
divided up between the Squadrons. Today 1 officer, lst Lt, Robert A, Cohler and

ten enlisted men were assigned to the Squadron. Captain Paul L, Carll a flight
leader left the Squadron to return to the United States, Captain Carll has been
flying with the Squadron since May of 1943 and was very popular with both enlisted
men and officers. His presence will be missed, There was again mail from home

today.
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. CONFIDENTIAL" -
HEADQUARTERS SIXTY FOURTH FIGHTER SQUADRON
A.P.0, # 650, US ARMY

7 May 194k

SUBJECT : Special Accounts for April 194k.. T

0 ¢ Commanding Generagl, XII Air Force,

1. The following is the account of a mission participated in by Captain
Louis Frank III, Major C, A, Chamberlain, Lt's. J. J. Lenihaniand R. K. Nevett, en
6 April 194k:

The planes were ordered off on an armed recce from Florence to Lake Bolsena
to pick out possible railroad targets for future missione and to attack any targets
of opportunity which presented themselves.

Between Orvieto and Florence two trains were strafed, cne of twelve cars,
the other contained 15 cars. On the first train three cars were definitely damaged,
on the second three further cars were damaged and the engine was left in flames,

When appreximately six miles South of Florence eleven Italian torpedo
bambers were sighted, and our planes immediately dove to attack them. The enemy
formation split into two groups one of six the other of five planes, Captain Frank,
the flight leader, attacked the group of six, and in his words his story follows:
"We saw the enemy formation below us and immediately positioned ocurselves for an
attack, The planes split into two sections, I started after one section with my
wingman following. As one of the bombers came into my sights, I pushed the button,
and saw tracers go into the left engine and fuselage, and the whole plane caught
fire and spun right into the deck, It couldn't have been more than ten seconds
later that another enemy bomber made the mistake of getting into my gun sight and
with only a short burst he was on fire and spinning in. My wingman waw himthit
the. ground and explode, I saw another bomber a short distance away. I fired on
him and saw hits on the fuselage, and my wingman, It. Nevett, also got in some
target practice and his guns were true with strikes near the cockpit, but this one
was a little tougher, our planes were faster and overshot him; and by the time we
were able to turn about he had disappeared, -

There were no more enemy planes to be found so I started gathering the
flight together., We reformed and returned to base,"

1t, Lenihan, flying wing position, also got in on a bit of sport and it
turned out that his luck was the best of the four pilots, for he was able tc knock
down three of the bombers, His story follows:

"Well, there we:were flying along peaceful like when the enemy formation
was spotied. I followed my leader down and then got in on the fun., One of the
bombers was right in fromt of me, I pulled the trigger and that plane was in flames
and spinning down to the goound. I then banked to the left and another one was in
my sights, and with a short burst he was in flames and he hit the ground a mass of
fire, I had to look around a bit for the third one, but after locating him it
didn't take long to finnish him off, He caught fire like the first two and spun
. in. I've never seen anything like it, By that time there were no more to be found,
80 the only thing left to do was to get back in formation and come home,"
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS SIKTY ECURTH FIGHTER SQUADHON
L.P.o. #’6%, UUSD m

7 May 1944

SUBJECT : Special Account of 14 April 194kes 1

-

10 : Commanding General, XII Air Force.

1, On 14 April 1944, Captain Paul L. Carll was leading yellow section
to dive bomb a railroad bridge near Bucine, Italy. The bridge was successfully
bombed and the flight continued on to recce the rail lines Scuth toward Viterbo,
As the formation approached Lake Bolsena, a formation of thirty-two enemy fighters
were sighted, Red section engaged a flight of twelve of these, Captain Carll
immediately saw the numerical disadwantage they suffered so he immediately went
to their aid. The story continues from here in his words:

"I climbed up to the level of the enemy and got in the scrap. An e 109
came up from under me and pulled up in fromt, I pulled the trigger, he flew into
my tracers and exploded; it was the darndest thing I've ever seen. I started to
turn and noticed another ome coming in at me with no good intentions, so I dove
and Gerry overshot me, I then got on his tail, and got in a good burst on a
thirty degree deflection shot, there were strikes on his engine and cockpit and
he spun in. About this time I heard a rattle and my conirols froze up, some of
those Gerries can really shoot. I managed to get my plane under control and
astayed with the others until we started back for base, There was a bit of trouble

getting the plane landed in the shape it was in, but I got it on the ground so
all was well,"

For the Squadron COMMANDER: 4

Gl s

Captain, Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer,
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