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Mere were L9 cuts inflicted on enemy railroad lines, 10 railroad
bridres were damaged sufficiently to stop traffic temporarily, 26
railroad cars were destroyed, 17 railrocad engines were damaged,
S7 W/T were destroved or damaged, 12 pun positions were silenced,
and 15 miscellaneous buildings were destroyed. On many other attacks
on sunply areas and attacks on communication lines and marshalling
yards an accurate damage assessment was not possible. None of these
results are included in the above figwres.

h. Tosses in action:
= (1) 1st It Jemes A. Granam, 0-821L82, is missing in action after a dive
bhombing sttack on enemy communication lines on 20 Jammary.
(2) 2nd 1t Touis B. Fraser, 0-721371, is missing in acticn after a dive
bombing attack on a railway bridee across the Po River, 22 January.

i. Personnel who have distingnished themselves in action.
= (1) 1st It John P. Andersom, 0-82635hs 1st OLC to Air )edal -- Destroyed
two larze field guns by dive bombing and strafing, 15/10/hh.
ond OIC to Air medsl -- Bembed RR bridge and damaged 11 M/T, 7/12/hL.
3rd OLC to Air Medal — Pombed and strafed billets area, damaged or
- destroyed 11 /T, 23/12/hl *
(2) 1st It William F. Rerry, 0-820448: 1st OIC to Air Medal — Bombed
Rrenner Pass HR, damaged or destroyed 20 W/T. 6/12/Lh

(3) 1st It Vernmon ¥, Farmer, 0-T11975: 1st OLC to Air ¥edal -- Bombed

~ RR line, damaged eight cars, one locomotive, seven w1, 10/12/Lk,

£, 3},’%2 > to Alr Vedal -- Bombed, strafed barracks, destroyed 11 /T,

(k) 1st 1t John Peter Glaws, 0-792703: 2nd OLC to Alr Medal —— Bombed
Prerner pass RR line, strafed and damaged 1l RR cars, h/12/LL. .
Ird OIC to Afr Medal — Bombed, strafed barracks, dest. 11 ¥/T,23/12/L)

(5) 1st Lt Bruce H, Hale, 0-792829: 2nd OIC to Air Medal = Bombed RR line
destroyed seven cars, damaged forty, 1 .

(6) James B. Hoffman, 1lst It, 0-792835:~- Bombed RR bridge and da
11 /T, 7/12/LL, 1st OIC to Air Medal. Bombed RR line, damaged four
BR cars and destroyed five heavy W/T, 15/12/ldi, 2nd OIC to Air Medal.

(7) 1st It Robert D. Toucks, 0-82723L: 1st OLC to Air Wedal —- Bombed RR
bridge and damaged 11 W/T, 7/12/lkL. _

(8) Joseph W. McGehean, 1st Lt, 0-830L09: air Medal — Bombed marshalling
yerd, strafed FR cars and 204 /T, 9/12/hl.

(9) 1st Lt John M, Melaughlim, 0-715573: pdr ledal — Destroyed two large

" field guns by dive bombing and strafing, 15/10/Lk. 1st OIC to Alr

Vedal -- Bombed marshalling yard, strafed %R cars and 204 W/T, 9/12/ll.

(10) Serivmer wizell, 1lst Lt, 0-81799L4: 2nd OIC to Air Medal —- Damaged
two locomotives and 184 RR cars by strafing, 10/a2/hh. '

(11) 1st It Robert W. Scheller, 0-801783: 1st OLC to Air ¥edal -- Damaged
two locomotives amd 184 RR cars by strafing, 10/12/hl.

(12) 1st 1t Ralph B. williams, 0-L36947: 2nd OLC to Air Medal — Bombed
RR 1ine, strafed and damaged 1l RR cars, L/12/hh. 3rd OLC to dir
gfadﬂ.za]/hﬂ: Bombed Brenner Pass RR line, damaged or destroyed 20 ¥/T,

j. Incloséd is Unit Jowrnal of Bvents, Ghith Pighter Squadro

3 for the period
1 Janvary to 31 Jammary, 1945, -

_ " Gapt., Mir Gorps
(23 Eﬁaﬁigema%ﬁca'
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gheet ¥o. 1 Tnit Journal of Events, 6lth Fighter Squadron Squadron, 57th Op.

Oressette, Thely

Month of Jarmary 1945 Prepared by Earl D, Lovick, Capt., LT,

.

DAY EVENTS
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8.

2.
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On New Year's day we started off our annmal record by pulling three missions,
all of which were against railway targéts w in the Po Talley.

A USQ version of the very popular nlay or musicomedy, "Panama Hattie" was
presented by a USO troupe in Grossetto. MNost of the fellows attended and seemed

to enjoy it wvery mumch.

A load of bombs, recently jettisoned by an A-20, is out in the woods near our
building, They are expscted to explode most any time during the next six days.
The road nearby has been blocked off.

Vingt-et-une had all but supplanted stud in this outfit as an indoor pastime.
We were invited to fill out ballots for the choice of best motion picture of the
year, best performance by actor, actress, etc.

Very wet and chilly day. No flying. Men at the line were released.

New officers for the EM club wers elected tonight at a meeting of the Sguadron.
Our regular Saturday morning inspection came off, and a few were, of course
made mhanpy, but generally speaking the autheritative sources appeared pleased,

Several of owr Ttalian laborers quit today for one reason and ancther. They
were a little reluctant to turn in their GI clothes.

Three accidents happened at the field today. First a p-L7 crashed while taking
off. Then another fell out of formation znd spun in, And finally an A-20
failed to get off the ground, barely managing to settle on its belly and skid

to a stop before it used up the rurway. There is strong suspicion of sabotage,
because maintenance is not that bad, so the Squadrons will each furnish six men
for night guard from now on

Only two missions today on dccount of the weather,,..The bombs which were

set off out in the woods today broke a lot of the window panes in our building.
They were set off by an ordnance crew after their own time fuses had failed to
detonate them.

A delegation of FEyeties came through the building today taking dowm a list of
damages done to the property. The goverrment will no doubt pay off the assess-
ment. Amount unknovm. The visitors formed a very dignified and impressive
group. They were probably once-prominent Fascists, because they were spruced
uwp in clothes, the like of which we haven't seen in three years. Aind there we
were, doing sackbime in our grimy herringbone coveralls...cConquerors — an
ironical thought. The wisecracks that were tossed about concerning the visitors
were better than a ready-made seript.
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One of the periodic set of improvements was instituted today regarding mess
hall nolicy. The following rules will be applied, (1) Ttalian Kp's will no
lonzer serve the chow 1line, They take too much sass from the men,they say.
(2) Meals will be served and un-gerved exactly on time, no fooling around
gbout it for accommodation's sake. (3) The kitchen will not be used as a club-
room by Squadron loafers. (L) The banzing of messkits and louwd unnecessary
bitching in the chow line will be disapproved of, since it is not being done
in the best-run chow lines,

We were called to a meeting tomight, and Lt @ohler announced that it was the
first of a series of such meetings which wonld be held each Friday night in
the future. Purpose of the meetings will be to stimulate interest in various
subjects and maybe learn something from talks and discussions. The direet
objective of such seminars seemed rather vague to us.

Heavy mists and generally soupy weather all day, so we played cards, read ouwr
comic books, or twiddled our thumbs. Some of the mére hardy souls ventured
into town to see a showing of & —— for once —- very good and sensible motion
picture, "Dragon Seed". e don't ask unreasonable qualities in our entertain-
ment, only that they be good and entertaining., During this war Hollywood seems
to have lost the magic formula.

The Ttalians who work for us or just loaf around the place are, contrary to
all popular belief, not starving; today they refused to take a handout of diced
beets. That is the best test of hunger we know of...The mess sergeantis
efforts to please us has resulted in some awfully wierd concoctions. Today,
for example, we were treated to a dish called Dehydrated Carrot Pie.

Sgt. Dedngelots distaste for the homegrown Ttalian popole led to an amusing
fiasco today when one of the employees bridled under his charge of "ladrone',
mutinied, blew his top, and screeched back something which sounded like "pgatsn,
the meaning of which is not known to us, and DeAngelo in his choleric resentment
wont tell.

Our long-awaited beer ration arrived today. First we've had in over a month.
With 211 the infantile schemes which haveé so far been advanced to keep us happy
in the service, it's a pity the powers-that-be haven't discovered the truth
implied in that old song which poes, "Beer] Beerl Beer! cried the privates.
Verry men are Wes.."

¥ajor Barnitm came down too low today in a strafing run on an alcohol refinery
and damaged his plane. Part of the wing was torn off when he struck a tree,
but he managed to fly back to Pisa and make an emergency landing

The men are all kicking in so we can buy some eating trays similar to the ones
which are used back in the States. Ths trays are made at Naples.

The first I and E meeting came off tonoght with very good results. We had 2
talkmby a 5th Army Lieutenant about various aspects of fizhting on the Ttalian
fromt,

Lt Graham is MIA from one of the missions today. He fired his rockets and

tried to pull up, but his ship only leveled off and then went in on one wing,
cartwheeling for several yards and exploding.
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The new Adjutant, Captain gridley, arrived today and took over his duties.
Since he will wield the stick over the BM more than anybody else, the latter
sized him up at a respectful distance and generally agreed that he was all
right,on first impression.

It Fraser is MIA from one of today's missions, He was hit during a bumb run
but managed to level off at about twenty-five feet., WHis ship went in about a
quarter of a mile from the target.

The dining room is being slicked up and decorated for the dance which we are
goine to have Thursday night. The Eyeties are doing most of the work on the
project, with members of the committee supervising thingss

We are all sweating out the new Russian offensive. Not since the days back on
Cape Bon has home seemed so near and yet so far., We realize this is a pood
outfit, but we hope we won't be rewarded with a new campaign at the conclusion
of this present one, 2s we have been in the past.

The dance we have been preparing for came off tonight, and everyvbody had a

good time., The guest list included every Byetie family for miles around, mama,
papa, fratelli, sorelli, and piccolini, We fed them spam sandwiches and cocoa.
Music was made by the 65 band. Szt. Spires brought his girl friend, Miss
Pasgicnata della Climax, and with hammerlock and head chancery on her, gave

an exitidition of athletic mmscle dancing which would hardly be allowed anywhere,
even in the Savoy,

Tonight's T and E program included a talk on enemy transnortation routes and
sundry other things, and a showing of motion pictures taken by our gun cameras.
At this meeting owr erstwhile emecutive officer, Maj. James A. Iynch, made his
first public appearance after his retwrn from foreign service in the U. 8.  ~ <

We have a character in this outfit name of "Gopher Qus", whose habit of mal-
icious rumor-mongering today reached very serious vroportions. Tt seems he
deliberately invented a hot news flash abeut Germany throwing in the sponge
becaunse of the Russian attack. 5o the mechanics, with their nerves already
over-charged, threw down their tools and prepared to celebrate, pilcts were
reluctant to fly, and things generally got fouled up. The Gopher then took
sound advice and left on a five-day vacation, thereby escaping this bunch
with his 1ife. wWe have had this type of tomfoolery.

Rain this morning, but it slacked up abowt noon, so out to the line and help
the great steel birds off again.

Typhold shots today for everybody. This country is full of sick Eyeties. fThey
come to Doc Well, and the good Doc mends their aches and 311s with never a lire
in payment, and gets only their profuse and highly articulate thanks.

Three men transferred out and we got one man in exchange., WNow the caliber and
timbre of manhood we are getting these days, culled fresh from the States,
leaves more than 2 little to be desired. For one thing, owr talk about the good
old days at El Alamein and Marble Arch bores them to distraction. They are
indifferent and usually intemporate, with a type of irresponsibility which
astounds us. We figure their swiden separation from their dollar-an-hour
defense jobs may have something to do with their clammy spirits.

Pay day, and butting of accounts.
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